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Archives for Scholarship: The Washington
Extraordinary Congress of the International
Council on Archives

By MORRIS RIEGER

National Historical Publications Commission

HE IDEA for the Extraordinary Congress originated in the
spring of 1964 with Wayne C. Grover, then Archivist of the
United States. He was much concerned with problems of

access often encountered by historians and other scholars dependent
on archival and manuscript sources—chiefly with excessive restric-
tions on their use and illiberal microcopying policies. It was his hope
that systematic reconsideration of these problems at the regular
1968 Congress of the International Council on Archives would
serve as the springboard for an effective cooperative international
effort to promote the maximum practicable freedom of access.

Accordingly Dr. Grover proposed to the leaders of the ICA that
its 1968 Congress be held in the United States with the National
Archives as host in cooperation with the Society of American Archi-
vists. Since, however, invitations from Spain and Russia for 1968
and 1972, respectively, had already been informally accepted, it
was decided to hold a more limited Extraordinary Congress in
Washington in 1966—in effect an expanded version of the annual
International Archival Round Table, to which the leaders of the
world archival community would be invited. The specific dates
finally agreed upon were May 9—14, 1966.

Archivists and their budgets, whether official or private, being
notoriously impecunious, it was necessary for the host to finance the
transportation of the overseas participants in order to ensure their
attendance at the Congress. This essential requirement (and certain
other basic costs) were met by a substantial grant from the Council
on Library Resources, Inc., whose enlightened understanding of the
great potential value of the meeting for historical scholarship thus
made the Congress possible.

Thereafter more than a year was spent in the detailed prepara-

The author was a member of the Organizing Committee of the Congress on which
he reports in this paper. A Fellow of the Society of American Archivists, Mr. Rieger is
chairman of the Society’s International Relations Committee. The present paper was
read before the Society on Oct. 6, 1966, at a session of the Society’s 3oth annual meet-
ing, held in Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 5-8.
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82 MORRIS RIEGER

tions for the Congress, beginning with the elaboration of its pro-
gram and operating procedures. An Organizing Committee, initially
headed by Dr. Grover and then, after his retirement, by his suc-
cessor as Archivist of the United States, Robert H. Bahmer,®
reached agreement with the ICA officers and Executive Committee
on the general theme of the Congress, ‘“Archives for Scholarship:
Encouraging Greater Ease of Access,” and on the specific aspects
of that theme to be examined in four working sessions, namely:

M,

“Liberalization of Restrictions on Access to Archives’; ‘“National
Documentary Publication Programing”; ‘“Microreproduction of
Archives for Reference and Publication Purposes; and ‘“‘Interna-
tional Cooperation in Facilitating Access to Archives.” It was also
decided that a keynote speaker would sound the overall Congress
theme at the formal opening session—in the event, L. H. Butter-
field, Editor in Chief of the Adams Papers, whose most effective
address, “The Scholar’s One World,” has already been published
in the American Archivist.? Provision was made, too, for a closing
session that would consider and act on resolutions, drafted by a
Resolutions Committee,® embodying the conclusions reached by the
delegates in the course of their discussions.

To lead the discussions, each working session was equipped, in
addition to its chairman, with two reporters and a panel of five
discussants.* The reporters were responsible for preparing back-

1The members of the Organizing Committee, in addition to the successive chair-
men, were: L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Congress; W. Kaye Lamb, Dominion
Archivist of Canada; Ernst Posner, Professor of History Emeritus, The American
University, Washington, D.C.; Kenneth W. Munden, National Archives and Records
Service; and Morris Rieger, National Historical Publications Commission.

%29:343-361 (July 1966).

3'The members of the Resolutions Committee were: Robert H. Bahmer (U.S.),
chairman, J. M. Akita (Ghana), Gh. Belov (U.S.S.R.), Guy Duboscq (France), Johan
Hvidfeldt (Denmark), W. Kaye Lamb (Canada), Heinz Lieberich (Fed. Rep. of
Germany), Antonio Matilla Tascén (Spain), Gunnar Mendoza (Bolivia), Etienne
Sabbe (Belgium), Leopoldo Sandri (Italy), S. S. Wilson (U.K.), and Charles
Kecskeméti (France), secretary.

4 These were:

Session on “Liberalization of Restrictions on Access to Archives’: Chairman,
Wayne C. Grover (U.S.). Reporters: W. Kaye Lamb (Canada) and Herman Harden-
berg (The Netherlands). Panelists: Robert-Henri Bautier (France), E. W. Dadzie
(International Association for the Development of Libraries in Africa), Juan
Eyzaguirre E. (Chile), Olof Jagerskiéld (Sweden), and A. Solovjev (U.S.S.R.).

Session on “National Documentary Publication Programing”: Chairman, Franjo
Biljan (Yugoslavia). Reporters: Gh. Belov (U.S.S.R.) and Oliver W. Holmes (U.S.).
Panelists: Marcel Baudot (France), K. D. Bhargava (India), Roger H. Ellis (U.K.),
Antonino Lombardo (Italy), and Gunnar Mendoza (Bolivia).

Session on “Microreproduction of Archives for Reference and Publication Pur-
poses”: Chairman, Sir David Evans (U.XK.). Reporters: Antal Szedéo (Hungary) and
Albert H. Leisinger, Jr. (U.S.). Panelists: Franjo Biljan (Yugoslavia), Harald

THE AMERICAN ARCHIVIST
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ICA EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS 83

ground reports on the sessional theme: a comprehensive report in
the case of the principal reporter and one focused on an important
particular aspect of the theme in the case of the associate reporter.
The reports were translated into the four official Congress lan-
guages (English, French, Spanish, and German), published, and
distributed to the delegates in advance. At the sessions it was the
role of the panelists, after the reporters had introduced the prob-
lems and issues to be discussed, to provide a considered analysis of
them from their respective points of view—either by short formal
statements or by means of a direct, extemporaneous, and critical
exchange of views. This was followed by comments from the floor
and terminal remarks by the reporters.

To help assure informed and balanced discussions the reporters
and panelists for each working session were selected by the Organ-
izing Committee and the ICA officers on the basis of their expertise
in the theme (s) of the session, their representation of the differing
viewpoints known to exist thereon, and their representation of the
major regions of the world. A similar geographical distribution on
the Resolutions Committee, consisting of 12 national archivists
or their deputies, was intended to promote fairness and objectivity
in its conclusions.

Arrangements were made for simultaneous interpretation of
the Congress proceedings in the four official languages, and, at the
urgent request of the U.S.S.R. delegates, Russian was added after
the opening session. The proceedings were also tape-recorded in
their entirety for eventual publication, together with the formal
Congress documentation, in Archivum.

While all invitations to prospective delegates to the Congress
were issued by the Archivist of the United States as host, he had
agreed, insofar as the countries of the Eastern Hemisphere were
concerned, to act in accordance with nominations made by the ICA
officers. To these nominees, on the basis of a supplementary grant
for the purpose made by the Council on Library Resources, the
Archivist added several others to fill certain obvious gaps. In the
end 33 countries of the Eastern Hemisphere were represented at
the Congress, including 22 in Europe (virtually all), 6 in Asia
and Australasia, and 5 in Africa. There was a total of 59 delegates
from the Eastern Hemisphere in attendance, all either national

Jorgensen (Denmark), Heinz Lieberich (Fed. Rep. of Germany), Antonio Matilla
Tascén (Spain), and Luis M. Rodriguez Morales (Puerto Rico).

Session on “International Cooperation in Facilitating Access to Archives”: Chair-
man, J. 1. Rubio Maiié (Mexico). Reporters: Aurelio Tanodi (Argentina) and Charles
Kecskeméti (France). Panelists: Alexander Bein (Israel), Morris Rieger (U.S.),
Jean Valette (Malagasy Republic), Peter Walne (U.K.), and I. Zemskov (U.S.S.R.).
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84 MORRIS RIEGER

archivists or senior archival officials. A few invitations were not
accepted for various reasons, and one, to East Germany, could
not be accepted because the diplomatic situation prevented is-
suance of visas by the State Department.

In the Western Hemisphere almost all countries in Latin
America and the Caribbean, as well as Canada, responded favor-
ably to Dr. Grover’s invitations to their national archivists, and
a few other leading archival figures were also invited. Apart from
the United States, 19 Western Hemisphere countries were repre-
sented at the Congress by a total of 27 delegates. As it was obvi-
ously necessary to limit the size of the American delegation to
avoid too excessive an imbalance, the Organizing Committee
sought a fair and objective criterion of selection. This was found
in the roster of Fellows of the Society of American Archivists,
to all of whom invitations were issued. To this group was added
a small number of distinguished historians, librarians, and some
officials, mostly from Washington, whose presence was desired.
With a normal number of declinations, the U.S. delegation finally
amounted to 82 persons.

Besides the 53 national delegations, four international organi-
zations were also represented: the United Nations, by two dele-
gates; and Unesco, the Pan American Institute of Geography
and History, and the International Association for the Develop-
ment of Libraries in Africa, by one delegate each. In all there were
173 official delegates taking part in the Extraordinary Congress.

Since interest in the Congress on the part of archivists, his-
torians, and others was widespread, and since considerable space
was available in the ideally suitable International Conference
Room so generously put at the disposal of the Congress by the
Department of State, the Organizing Committee invited the at-
tendance of nonparticipating observers. Registration in this cate-
gory totaled 265, virtually all from the United States and natu-
rally including a substantial number of National Archives staft
members.

So much for the background of the Congress. It would be ap-
propriate at this point to offer some general evaluative comments
concerning its substance.

First, with respect to the pre-Congress reports: These were all
conscientiously prepared documents based on considerable research
—by means of widely distributed questionnaires in four cases—and
considerable thought. All served well their purpose of providing a
solid background of facts and ideas on which the sessional dis-
cussions could be based. As was to be expected, however, some were

THE AMERICAN ARCHIVIST
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superior to the others: better constructed, more cogently reasoned,
and better balanced.

Second, the quality of discussion was at a high professional
level for the most part, addressing itself thoughtfully to the sub-
stance of the principal questions at issue in each session, ventilating
the various viewpoints, and usually covering and even going beyond
the ground suggested in the agenda. However, the hopes of the
organizers for a free and enlivening give-and-take, particularly
among the reporters and panelists on the rostrum, were largely
unrealized. There were expressions of opposing points of view, both
on the platform and from the floor, but rarely in direct response
to previous speakers. For the most part the delegates made pre-
prepared statements in the conventional manner of ICA Con-
gresses.

Third, the success of the Congress: To what extent has the
Congress—in concrete terms—contributed to improved conditions
of access for scholars in the future? While this is difficult to mea-
sure so soon afterward, consideration of the resolutions adopted
by the Congress may provide some indications.

In the area of formal restrictions, where the archivist is con-
fronted by the difficult problem of reconciling the often conflict-
ing needs of the state, the citizen, and the scholar, the Congress
has probably made little progress toward liberalization by adopt-
ing the mild resolution that “archival authorities [should] strive
to obtain substantial liberalization of access by reducing, if pos-
sible, the restriction periods in effect.” And this meek recommenda-
tion is not very much strengthened by the additional proviso that
“‘certain categories of documents [should] be opened to research
use before expiration’ of the restriction period. While conditions
vary in different countries, and the imposition of a universally
applicable rule would therefore be unsound, the interests of schol-
arship would have been better served by the establishment of a
specific international standard, somewhere in the 25-35—year range,
as advocated in at least one of the reports and by a number of dele-
gates in the Congress discussions. As an internationally approved
model, such a standard could have been a potent weapon in the
hands of proponents of liberalization within each nation: the archi-
vists alone or in collaboration with the scholarly community, or the
latter alone in the face of conservative archival opposition.

The Congress took a much stronger stand in connection with
the discrimination often practiced in archival institutions overseas
between native and foreign researchers. Its resolution calls for
recognition of the principle of “equal and easy” access “irrespec-
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86 MORRIS RIEGER

tive of nationality” and, as a step toward achieving this in practice,
requests an ICA investigation—with an early report date—of the
device of ‘‘an international reader’s card to serve as a recommenda-
tion of the bearer [by his own archival authorities] to foreign
archival institutions.” The proposed card, of course, is a com-
promise that falls far short of the desired goal, but the principle
of equality has been unequivocally approved and thus now serves
as the useful international standard of comparison the Congress
failed to achieve in the case of restriction periods.

The role of proper archival arrangement, and particularly of
finding aids, in facilitating scholarly access is obvious, and it must
be confessed that the Congress planners were remiss in not de-
voting a session to this subject. Nevertheless, frequent expression
was given during the meetings to the need for the acceleration and
expansion of arrangement and finding aid work as an essential
precondition of access, and a resolution to this effect was adopted.
Although the Congress recognized the concomitant need for in-
creased personnel to do the job, its resolution could do no more
than urge the provision of sufficient personnel on concerned ad-
ministrative authorities.

The Congress discussion of documentary publication ranged
over two sessions and resulted in three far-reaching resolutions.
One called for a thoroughgoing inquiry into the documentary pub-
lication situation in Latin America as a preliminary to the develop-
ment of improved national publication programs there. (This
resolution reflects the revitalization of international archival re-
lationships in Latin America made possible by the common meet-
ing ground afforded by the Congress, the first available since the
1961 Washington seminar of Latin American archival leaders
sponsored by the National Archives.)

A second resolution required the ICA Executive Committee to
establish an international working committee to study the appli-
cability of efficient and advanced methods, particularly microfilming,
to documentary publication. Following the Congress—at the Mu-
nich meeting of the Executive Committee in September—the com-
mittee was actually set up and its members were appointed al-
though funds for its operation remain to be found. This develop-
ment is a most heartening one, an indication of the growing under-
standing demonstrated at the Congress of the manifold advantages
of microfilm as a publications medium. Though the creation of the
committee is in itself only a modest step forward, it was realis-
tically the most that could be expected at this time, and its report

THE AMERICAN ARCHIVIST
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should do much to persuade conservative opinion, which is still
widespread in foreign archival circles.

Closely related to the micropublication resolution is a clause
in a third resolution recommending ‘“‘the strengthening of micro-
filming programs by extending them, if possible, to entire series
or fonds.” While the Congress reports and discussions showed
increasing international support for this practice, and time is thus
clearly on the side of its proponents, powerful opposition still re-
mains. Accordingly the positive tone of the resolution, weak though
it is, is an accomplishment. It points in the direction of an interna-
tional standard, even if it does not actually set one.

The Congress deliberations on international cooperation were
more productive of resolutions for concrete action than any of the
other areas of discussion, but in the process the Congress appears
to have wandered quite far from its basic theme of scholarly
access. The resolutions were much less concerned with this than
with the urgent need for archival technical assistance to the under-
developed regions of the world. In addition, a number of adopted
resolutions related to international cooperative projects of spe-
cifically professional value only.

There were six resolutions of direct value to scholarship. They
endorsed (i) the resumption of publication of the International
Archival Bibliography suspended since 1960 for lack of funds and
personnel; (ii) the establishment of an International Archival
Documentation Center with worldwide retrospective and contin-
uing coverage; (iii) the continuation and completion of the work
currently going forward on the ICA Guides to the Sources of the
History of Latin America and Africa maintained outside those
regions; (iv) the inauguration of a new series of guides under ICA
sponsorship to sources preserved in Latin America, Africa, and
Asia; (v) the participation on the board directing the new
Unesco “General History of Africa” project of ICA represen-
tatives familiar with Africa-related documentary sources; and
(vi) the allocation of a ‘‘considerable share” of national micro-
filming programs ‘“to documentation relating to nations [the ex-
colonial states, for the most part] whose history is dependent upon
archival sources held in other countries.” Valuable though these
resolutions are (particularly to historians of imperialism and of
the emerging nations), it is regrettable that, despite considerable
discussion of the subject, no resolution aimed at the expansion and
regularization of international exchange of finding aids, documen-
tary publications, microcopies, and other facsimiles was adopted.

The group of resolutions concerned with technical assistance
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88 MORRIS RIEGER

add up to one of the most imaginative, ambitious, and useful pro-
grams ever conceived by the ICA. They recommend (i) that
Unesco make regular provision in its biennial budgets for archi-
val technical assistance to the new states; (ii) that a permanent
joint ICA—Unesco technical assistance planning and coordinating
group be established; (iii) that an international roster of archi-
vists competent to undertake technical assistance missions in under-
developed nations be compiled by the ICA for Unesco use (a
sort of archival “peace corps”); (iv) that regional archival “pilot”
(i.e., demonstration and training) projects be established by
Unesco under ICA direction in East and West Africa; (v) that
a study of the problems of film preservation in the tropics be
undertaken by the ICA; and (vi) that regional branches of the
ICA be set up in Southeast Asia and Africa in order to upgrade
its services to archival institutions in those areas. The first step
to initiate this magnificent program of archival improvement over
much of the world was taken in September when the ICA Executive
Committee appointed the professional members of the joint ICA—
Unesco planning and coordinating committee. Hopefully the Unesco
representatives will be designated shortly and funds for the com-
mittee’s operations will be provided by the biennial Unesco General
Conference late in 1966. It must be said, nevertheless, that the
technical assistance program, essential though it is in the archival
sense, will benefit scholarly access only indirectly and after a con-
siderable period of time.

The same may be said of several other resolutions in the inter-
national cooperation sphere of specifically professional interest that
were adopted by the Congress: those calling for “a study of the
problems of international law in the archival field,” the reactiva-
tion of the ICA Committee on Archival Terminology, whose work
had been only partially completed, and the establishment of an
international committee of document preservation technicians to
facilitate exchange of information in this basic field.

Although there was thus some deviation from the Congress
theme, the overall resolutions record is a very good one—frankly,
a much more successful one in terms of the basic objectives of the
Congress than the organizers had anticipated. The potential bene-
fits to scholarship inherent in the initiatives taken with respect to
liberalization of restrictions (though the resolution was inade-
quate), equality of access regardless of nationality, microfilming
of complete series and fonds, the recognition of microfilm as a
legitimate publication medium, the reiterated emphasis on the need
for increased finding aid production; the promotion of specific in-

THE AMERICAN ARCHIVIST

$S9008 98l) BIA |0-20-SZ0Z 1 /woo Alooeignd-pold-swiid-yiewlsrem-jpd-awiid//:sdiy wouy pepeojumoq



ICA EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS 89

ternational bibliographical and guide projects—the prospective
benefits of all of these steps are incalculable but undoubtedly very
great. Moreover, for the first time in the ICA’s history a resolu-
tion was adopted providing for a special committee to oversee the
implementation of the entire body of resolutions and to continue
the work of the Congress. The existence of this committee (already
appointed by the ICA Executive Committee), and its responsi-
bility to report on progress to the next ICA Congress in Madrid
in 1968, should assist materially in stimulating such progress.

A cautionary note, however, must be sounded. To translate the
will of the Congress into reality, much depends upon the Interna-
tional Council on Archives. Yet the ICA is starved for funds, has
no adequate secretariat, and thus in the present situation would be
unable to play its central part effectively. Hopefully the effort now
being made by several member nations, in response to one of the
Congress resolutions, to increase substantially the ICA’s regular
subvention from Unesco will meet with success. Even so it will
probably be necessary to seek supplementary means of support,
including foundation grants, and, possibly, increased annual con-
tributions from the member nations.

Finally, attention should be called to one outstanding achieve-
ment of the Congress that perhaps in the long run will overshadow
its actual deliberations. This is the fact that by means of the Con-
gress the great majority of the national archivists of the world
were brought together in one place for an extended period and
given ample opportunity to meet and communicate with one
another: at the Congress itself, at the formal Congress functions
(the various receptions, luncheons, dinners, and excursions), and
privately. True, there have been other Congresses and Round
Table meetings, but the Extraordinary Congress was unique in
that many more countries from every quarter of the world were
represented there than ever before, the rank of the participants
was typically higher, and the number of people in attendance was
small enough to promote more than superficial contact. The nature
of the impact that this extensive interchange will have on the fu-
ture course of the archival profession is, of course, unknown. But
that it will have profound and prolonged effects is certain.
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The Conference on the Utilization of
Archival and Educational Resources

By EDWIN F. KLOTZ
Department of Education, State of California

Defense Education Act Administration, California State

Department of Education, introduced Robert H. Bahmer,
Archivist of the United States, as featured speaker at the Con-
ference on the Ultilization of Archival and Educational Resources
on September 17 at Sacramento State College, he noted that what
had come to pass in the year 1966 had been suggested as early as
1913 by James Morton Callahan. Moreover, Dr. Largent gave
credit to the American Archivist* for presenting for our genera-
tion the question raised by Mr. Callahan: *“Could not some plan
be devised by which state or local historical societies, or state de-
partments of archives and history, would plan their work regularly
with a view of aiding teachers and advanced students of American
history either in collecting or in publishing?”

Dr. Largent said that what had been a germinal idea in 1913
is still short of fulfillment. Mr. Callahan had lamented, ‘It has too
frequently happened that there has not been sufficient contact and
cooperation between our institutions of learning and the state or
local historical societies.” As chief of a bureau dedicated to in-
novation and creativity in the improvement of instruction, Dr.
Largent announced that this conference was designed to reduce
such compartmentalization of knowledge, wherein each specialist
talks only to other specialists. He said that Dr. Bahmer is the
epitome of the new look. No longer need archivists be confused
with architects. No longer need educators be confused by a news-
man’s definition of an archivist—‘‘a dead file clerk.” No longer
should archivists ‘“‘tend to introspection,” as Dr. Bahmer com-
mented in an interview not long ago, but rather “recognize our
obligations to the world of scholarship, participating as scholars
as well as technicians.”

This “new look,” i.e.

‘ N JTHEN Frank D. Largent, Chief of the Bureau of National

, the participation of archivists and re-

Dr. Klotz is Administrative Consultant, Bureau of National Defense Education
Act Administration, Department of Education, State of California. The Conference
he reports in this paper was held at Sacramento, Calif., on the 179th anniversary of
the signing of the Constitution of the United States in Philadelphia.

125:13 (Jan. 1962).
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source librarians in the educational arena, was the theme of the
Conference, which drew over a hundred participants from all parts
of the State and specialists from such neighboring States as Ne-
vada, Utah, and New Mexico. Max Rafferty, California’s Super-
intendent of Public Instruction and Director of Education, in an
invitational letter to the county and district superintendents had
declared, “This is a Conference designed to alert educators,
teachers, and school administrators to the new trends in archival
dissemination for instructional purposes, as well as to bring those
responsible for the care of our historic treasures into a closer
liaison with the active teaching profession.”

The issue was clear: Teachers and educators are not only often
unaware of the tremendous resources available to them in State,
county, and local archives, museums, and historic sites, but they are
frequently unaware of the newest technological methods of ex-
tracting these resources for local school use. It was time this
Urquellen, i.e., these primary sources, of the historical sciences,
be put to better instructional uses. The goal of the Conference
was to reach educators and administrators with this message. The
technique was to provide them with an opportunity to listen to
and question the most expert figures in the State and Nation on
several specialized topics. The list of participants reads like a
Who's Who of those official, quasi-official, and nonofficial Cali-
fornians involved in the movement to organize the living heritage
of the most populous State of the Union.

W. N. Dayvis, Jr., Chief, California State Archives, and a former
professor of history, crystallized his case in the keynote address
by putting the resources and the student in the same context: “How
can we get the resources of archives and libraries and museums
and historic sites through the educational pipeline into the class-
room?” Pointing out that archives are the permanent materials
of history, upon which all writing of history must depend, Dr.
Davis proceeded to demonstrate the descent of much historical
writing to impressionistic exercises or to the collection of ‘‘hap-
hazard scatterings of imprecise data.” He cited Richard McCor-
mick’s observation about the Beards’ description of the ‘“‘demo-
cratic explosion” of the Jacksonian era, which McCormick com-
pared to the documentary evidence that in every one of the 18
States in which electors were chosen by popular vote the percentage
of voter participation was less in 1824 than it had been in pre-
vious years. The editor of a recent publication of the Selden
Society of England, Dr. Davis noted as another example, has re-
vealed that legal historians had often reconstructed the history of
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England’s central courts without ever reading the actual records
of the courts themselves, preferring ‘“‘error in print to accuracy
in manuscript.”

“Freshness and authority”’—attributes which made Frederic
William Maitland a perennial “great”—declared Dr. Davis, are
“two words which best sum up the values and virtues of the edu-
cational resources under review here today.” A vital task of our
age is to find ways of opening up these resources and provide new
substance to curriculum planners, history majors, and scholars
alike. One of California’s great Superintendents of Public Instruc-
tion, he recalled, in a text, Methods of Teaching, published in 1882,
brought home to the teacher of his day an observation equally ap-
plicable to our day. “It requires decisive firmness,” John Swett
wrote, “to clear away the rubbish of superficial education and get
down to a solid basis. There is no mistaking the fact that a great
deal of current school education, like the ornamental tattooing of
the South Sea Islanders, is only skin deep.” The real question for
Dr. Davis, as with Swett, is not what is simply good, but what,
under the circumstances, is best. If the best is available, it is in-
cumbent upon all members of the instructional world to make it
known.

Four panels followed Dr. Davis’ address, each moderated by a
county superintendent of schools. Each panel consisted of four
panelists, who delivered their r1o-minute ‘‘capsule” addresses.
There followed a 20-minute period of discussion.

The first morning panel posed the problem: “What You May
Not Know About Archival Resources.” The Chairman of the
California Heritage Preservation Commission, Walter C. Frame,
talked about ‘“‘unexplored and undiscovered country” that “presents
a challenge to all of us.” His theme was the countless treasures
existing in the basements and attics of county courthouses and city
halls and in family trunks and how teachers, educators, and museum
curators can keep whole communities alert to this vast amount of
material, which so often is lost to posterity. In salvaged docu-
ments near the town of Downieville, he recalled, he found docu-
ments that legalized marriages contracted in the wilderness of the
Overland Trail but were recorded after the wagon trains reached
civilization in some small California community in the 1850’s.
““American history is still in the stage of discovery,” declared Mr.
Frame. Treasures are to be found, records are yet to be discovered
and preserved, history is still to be written. “It is a challenge to
us all.”

Allan R. Ottley, Librarian, California Section of the State
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Library, gave a detailed picture of the records, documents, manu-
scripts, and early newspapers available in the originals or on micro-
film at the State Library. It was James L. Gillis, an early political
appointee without library training, he told the assembled educa-
tors, who became the State’s most productive leader in the de-
velopment of the State Library from a resource used primarily by
the legislature to the central depository for a vast system of county
libraries that today use its enormous facilities. Knowing where
the materials might be found is the first step to “discovery” by
students. Mr. Ottley’s presentation excited the imagination of the
curriculum specialists present at the Conference with its new in-
sights into the vast resources available at their fingertips, just for
the asking.

Dr. Albert Shumate, a practicing physician who also serves as
Grand Historian of the Native Sons of the Golden West and Vice
President of the Conference of California Historical Societies,
reviewed the collections of the great libraries of the Bay area. He
described the immense losses by fire following the San Francisco
earthquake of 1906, and he stressed the need for protection of
the valuable collections that have been accumulating in such great
libraries as Bancroft, Sutro, Gleason, St. Thomas More, Stanford,
and the Library of the Society of California Pioneers. He an-
nounced that a new edition of California Local History, the
standard bibliography in the field, will soon be published. It rep-
resents the holdings of some 260 libraries and lists the location
of rare and valuable books in the different libraries.

The last member of the morning’s first panel was a self-styled
“transistorized version of the efficiency expert,” Gerald Newton,
Director of Systems Automation for the Library at the University
of California at Davis. He explained his role in computerizing
and linking together the libraries of the nine University of Cali-
fornia campuses. Although his project started a scant 3 years ago,
he can already see future applications of the system for archival
uses.

The archival garment, Mr. Newton related, has five threads
(modules in G1Go talk), like any other data and dissemination
problem. First is the acquisition of the materials. Second is the
organizing, the classifying, and the indexing of the materials, per-
haps in different schemes, which can be transformed from one form
to another. Third is the variety of storage techniques, reduction
to file size, etc. Fourth is the retrieval of items stored (security
and processing for the requester). Fifth, and most important be-

THE AMERICAN ARCHIVIST

$S9008 98l} BIA |0-20-SZ0Z Je /woo Alooeignd-poid-swiid-yiewlaiem-jpd-awiid//:sdiy wouy pepeojumoq



ARCHIVAL AND EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 95

cause it gets so little attention, is the feed-back module—the means
of disseminating materials in demand.

The probable first step for archives and resource libraries, Mr.
Newton said, is the taping of already existing catalogs. Computers
can read tapes at a rate of 125,000 characters per second and print
out 200 lines per minute on a printer. These cataloged tapes can
be combined with those of other libraries and archives to produce
a resource of millions of items, all available to other libraries and
ultimately to schools. Within 10 years the University of Cali-
fornia Libraries system should be in full operation, including some
form of visual reproduction.? True, services cost money. And
extending such services will cost more money. But you will be
building on our experience. ‘““The main costs are the printing out
of needed materials. But what’s it all about if not the use of ma-
terials ?”’

The second panel of the morning, “The Function of Museums
and Exhibits in the Educational Process,” was moderated by the
Imperial County Superintendent of Schools, Olin R. Gresham.
Irene Simpson, Director, History Room, Wells Fargo Bank, San
Francisco, and Norman Wilson, Supervisor of Exhibits, California
State Division of Beaches and Parks, both upheld the theme that
visits by adults and students to historical sites and museums can
stimulate a sense of values, an understanding of our heritage, and
a respect for the accomplishments of our predecessors. Wells
Fargo Bank, as all Californians know, has centered its advertising
around the galloping stagecoach drawn by six powerful horses.
Some of its branch banks reflect the architecture of the 1860’s,
giving the Wells Fargo client a sensation of physical participation
with the past. Even students from the school for the blind “see”
the exhibits at Wells Fargo, said Miss Simpson, as they handle
and touch artifacts of the past.

Mr. Wilson reflected that the increasing attendance at historic
sites and museums, such as Sutter’s Fort in Sacramento, has actually
brought about a crisis within the Parks system. He estimated that
6 million people visited State historic parks and monuments last
year and that 3 to 4 million children attended in groups accom-
panied by their teachers. There is too little planning for such num-
bers, he observed, and as the population of the State continues to
increase, so will the need not only for better planning and more
staffing but, more important, for the intensive briefing of teachers

2 Charles R. Timpany, Superintendent, Santa Clara County Schools and moderator

of the panel, suggested a tie-in to district and county instructional centers from the
University of California Libraries as an extension of Mr. Newton’s project.
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in the history and function of the site being visited. Most Cali-
fornia teachers, Mr. Wilson observed, as others observed during
the course of the day, are not native Californians, nor are they
knowledgeable about California history. He recommended several
steps to alleviate the problem: (1) Participation of schools in or-
ganizing visits; (2) special guides to conduct study tours for stu-
dents; (3) mobile museums to serve out-of-the-way schools; (4)
better audiovisuals for instructional purposes; (5) reproductions
of historical documents for school use.

Carl Dentzel, Director, Southwest Museum of Los Angeles, and
Vice President of the Cultural Heritage Board of the City of Los
Angeles, viewed some of the problems confronting the public parks
personnel—even though the Southwest Museum, specializing in
California Indian cultures, is financed entirely by private means.
The pressures for the use of his facilities have resulted in a pro-
gram of appointments by interested school districts and of the
careful selection of these groups to fit specific patterns of interests.
The Southwest Museum, said Dr. Dentzel, is frequently used by
such professional groups as the American Institute of Architects
and the American Institute of Designers, by the Daughters of the
American Revolution, and by other patriotic societies and various
service clubs. In cooperation with local school boards, the museum
also sponsors institutes on Saturdays for primary and secondary
school teachers. Exhibits from the museum are not only shown
throughout the State, but a traveling exhibit has gone to Japan,
where a million and a half viewed it, and to Scandinavia and other
parts of Europe, where great numbers were exposed for the first
time to authentic relics and artifacts of American Indian culture.

The slogan of the Southwest Museum, declared Dr. Dentzel, is
Manana, flor de sus ayeres (Tomorrow, the flower of your yester-
days). Museums are living entities, he asserted. History is not
dead. Students, when they are in contact with these realities of
the past, live the pageant of life we call “history.”

The second morning panel closed with a colorful presentation
of certain facts of California life by Elliot Evans, Curator for the
Society of California Pioneers, headquartered in San Francisco.
The museum of this society is also entirely supported by private
funds, said Dr. Evans, but this can be something of a handicap
as well as a blessing. When people come to the society’s museum
to see the original Bear Flag of California, raised at Sonoma in
1846, and learn to their dismay that it was burned in the great fire
of 1906, they are so history-minded that they retort: “Then may
we see the ashes?”’ It is Dr. Evans’ experience, in observing visitors
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to the California Pioneer Museum, that people express wonder,
awe, and excitement when viewing and touching objects of his-
torical importance. He observed that even with all our potential
in automated retrieval and facsimile reproductions, nothing can
replace the original and the personal feeling of contact with the
authentic object.> Dr. Evans then described the many artifacts
housed in the museum: Chinese artifacts of the last century; and
collections of early products manufactured in California, such as
San Francisco silver, abalone shell articles, furniture, and iron and
brass pieces. Dr. Evans and other speakers were concerned with
the out-of-state teachers in California’s schools—‘‘an intrusion of
very nice people,” as he put it, who need instruction and orientation
in the history they are supposed to be teaching. He closed by
pleading for more cooperation among school systems, local mu-
seums, and historical societies to fill this need.

Robert H. Bahmer, Archivist of the United States, addressed
the Conference following the luncheon. He stated, in opening his
remarks, that the Conference was advancing ‘“‘an important and
exciting and, to an archivist of my age, a rather bold proposal,
that is, to increase the use of original sources in the teaching of
American history, particularly below the graduate level in college.”
He remarked on the fact that California is the number one State
in the Union for several reasons, not the least of which is the fact
that in 1966 it became the first State to declare a “State Archives
Month,” which would open with the commemoration of the adop-
tion of the State Constitution, October 13, and would close on the
date of the State’s first election, November 13, when the Con-
stitution was ratified in 1849.

The Conference on the Utilization of Archival and Educational
Resources has created an exchange that could produce good results,
Dr. Bahmer noted. He then touched on the vast resources of the
National Archives: a million cubic feet of records, which are at
the disposal of all Americans. Considering new techniques of re-
trieval available, secondary school history students have ready ac-
cess to these materials, as do undergraduate and graduate scholars.
Teachers can use archives for several legitimate objectives: to
arouse interest; to inspire; to impart factual information; to de-
velop understanding of the historical process; to interpret; and
even to bring forth the picaresque, which brightens the otherwise
often solemn atmosphere of “history.”” Dr. Bahmer discussed the

3 Dr. Gresham, the moderator, called attention to human resources as used by the
schools in his county, where the elderly teach Indian crafts and basket weaving.
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many divisions* of the National Archives proper, the 12 regional
records centers of the National Archives and Records Service, and
the use of microfilm, on slides as well as in rolls. He then illus-
trated some of the treasures of the National Archives relating to
California: W. T. Sherman’s map of the gold mines along the
American River; some 20 watercolor sketches by a gunner’s mate
of Stockton’s flagship who captured for posterity the Mexican
horseman at the battle of San Pasquale in 1846, the battle for
Los Angeles, and the fleet at Monterey. Dr. Bahmer’s ability as a
teacher to hold a student’s attention was illustrated in the use of
a slide: a patent application for a hog-weighing device showing
hogs moving along on hooks. It was this idea, Henry Ford once
said, which stimulated his imagination and resulted in the assembly
line process of automobile manufacturing.

The theme of the third panel, “How Do Historic Sites and
Monuments Fit Into the Educational Spectrum?” was skillfully
introduced by Aubrey Neasham, Professor of Park Management,
Sacramento State College. Sacramento could have another Wil-
liamsburg if the present plans to restore the old town develop as
planned. It is not only culturally but economically advantageous.
Historic buildings, he asserted, play to all the senses. ‘“They can
be seen, touched, heard and smelled . . . .” Historic sites “instill
within the minds of the younger generation a veneration for the
efforts of others.”” ‘“Young people understand by projection that
much that we have was made possible by the courage, sacrifice,
hard 'work, and vision of former generations.”” When such rever-
ence for these past deeds emerges, we call it patriotism. Historic
places provide us with this continuity as Americans and allow us
to relate our lives with those of bygone eras.

William I. Murtagh, Education Director of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, Washington, D.C., called historic houses
under the administration of the National Trust ‘“‘three-dimensional
historical documents” because of their genuine authenticity down
to the last plate in the kitchen cupboard. There is a veritable wave
of interest in preserving historic houses today, the number having
increased from 700 in 1945 to 4,600 today, and three new ones
are being established each day. Nearly 200 million visits have

4 During lunch Dr. Bahmer had accepted the first verbatim sound recordings of a
Senatorial Hearing (Hearings on the Communication Satellite Bill; Senate Space
Committee 2/27-3/7/62) from H. Lewis Shay, Jr., who presented them to the National
Archives on behalf of William H. Offenhauser, Jr., who directed the project (Ver-
batim) for Telefact Foundation. These recordings, Dr. Bahmer said, would be added
to the vast store of tape and film that relates to the Federal Government and/or is
of high national importance.
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been paid to these historic buildings in recent times. Williamsburg,
the old capital of Virginia, has been called a living history text-
book and is visited by 80,000 children a year from as many as 38
different States. Educators could benefit more from visits if they
encouraged their teachers and their students to look at each visit
as an integral part of a class assignment and not as an “‘outing.”
Textbooks simply are not enough. He felt that local or county
school offices could prepare special guides for the historic sites and
monuments in their areas. A brochure by the National Trust pre-
sents many additional suggestions for better utilization of historic
buildings by schools.

To Merrill Mattes, Historian, National Park Service, historic
sites are ‘‘shrines of civilization” whose preservation “is among
the deepest obligations of our society . . . it is a cultural impera-
tive.”” These shrines evoke, in the words of Lincoln, “the mystic
chords of memory” which are a “hopeful bridge to the future.”
Reviewing the organization and function of the National Park
Service, Dr. Mattes warned that if a people lose this mystic sense
of communion with history, if “a society rips itself away from its
roots . . . forgets its origin and ignores the crucibles in which its
spirit was forged . . . this is a society which is threatened by am-
nesia and spiritual dissolution.” (This warning was noted by Max
Rafferty, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, at the Con-
ference banquet later that day when he recalled that such Found-
ing Fathers as Madison, Hamilton, and Jefferson shared a ‘“‘com-
mon opinion”’ upon which all our institutions rest, that “self-evident
truths,” “inalienable rights,” and “natural law’” were not political
slogans of the time, but expressions of a common philosophy, a
philosophy which holds America true to those great principles
which inspired our forefathers and which gave life to our Nation.)

R. Coke Wood, Executive Secretary of the Conference of Cali-
fornia Historical Societies and a professor of history at the Uni-
versity of the Pacific, Stockton, described the “history explosion”
in California. The sudden consciousness of a heritage was result-
ing in demands by many Californians to identify important his-
torical landmarks in their communities. At present California has
813 registered historical sites, the last one registered being Old
Sacramento. There are also 42 State historic monuments. Last
year alone 14 new local historical societies or museums applied for
membership in the Conference of California Historical Societies,
which now has a membership of 126 societies. The latest trend
is in historical activities in relation to ethnic groups: Negro his-
torical societies, Chinese historical societies, Indian historical
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groups, and the like. Dr. Wood urged schoolmen to establish
liaison with all these groups.

Nearly every panelist during the course of the day referred to the
essential problem presented by the final panel: “Communications:
The Pipeline and How To Reach It.” The panel was moderated by
Fred J. Greenough, Superintendent of Schools of Santa Barbara
County, who has had considerable experience in working with pub-
lic and private historical agencies in the cause of better education.®
Thomas J. Hammer, Jr., Chairman of the California History
Commission, described the functions of this commission and its
efforts to coordinate the various commissions and committees that
seemingly compete with each other in their efforts to further the
cause that all purport to support. Gerald Schlenker, the only ac-
tive secondary schoolteacher on the panels, who also serves as
State Coordinator of Young Historians (an adjunct of the Con-
ference of California Historical Societies), declared that the in-
dividual school district is the obvious “pipeline” of communication
to the discovery and efficient use of archival and other educational
resources. The Young Historians organization affords students an
opportunity to develop research and writing skills while taking
field trips or examining newspapers for significant past events.
Prizes are awarded by service clubs and local newspapers for his-
torical essays. He described how the Young Historians of Chula
Vista took over an old adobe and made it into a museum with the
assistance of a local historical society and with the blessings of
the school district officials. Attic searches are conducted on Satur-
days by avid young scholars bent on finding a rare diary or other
source material. Both teachers and students must be encouraged
to use community facilities. Teachers should be encouraged, by
extra pay if necessary, to coordinate these activities. “The result
will be better educated students, a better resourced school district,
closer ties established between schools and the communities.” This
is the essence of the “pipeline” as Mr. Schlenker sees it. He
stressed that students and teachers are the growing resources that
could unearth and spark the flow of Urquellen® when thus en-
couraged.

H. Lewis Shay, Jr., who acted as the representative of Sylvester
K. Stevens, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Historical and

5 He termed museums “archives of artistic achievement” and pointed out that school
administrators would have to follow up on the suggestion made at the Conference.
In this they would need help.

¢ Defined by Jacob N. Bowman as the plural of Urquel (German): the original
source ; there is nothing before.
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Museum Commission, concurred, and he added, ‘‘Reaching the
youth in Pennsylvania is especially the work of the Pennsylvania
Federation of Junior Historians, with about 15 chapters and an
active membership of §,000. Clubs in the junior high schools, led
by an inspired teacher, bring stimulating projects, field trips and
elementary research projects to youngsters eagerly receptive to
teachers radiating genuine enthusiasm and having knowledge of
pertinent facts.” Dr. Stevens, he said, recognized as the greatest
need

the recruiting and training of inspired social science teachers!—history teach-
ers! If we are to teach our young the basic values, if we are to learn from
our past mistakes, if we are to understand the origins of current social and
economic problems, if we are to achieve progress through intelligent planning,
we must recruit some of the best young minds inspired with the deepest ded-
ication to the study of and understanding of our culture, which can only be
achieved through a knowledge of living history.

Robert Johns, President of Sacramento State College, cited the
need for developing public support. In his welcoming remarks he
observed that more money could be found for archives if so much
were not spent on auditors.

T. R. Smedberg, Superintendent, Sacramento County Schools,
observed, “One of the problems is not just to talk about what
we're talking about today but have it translated into learning ex-
perience for children.” He favored an oral history program to
use the knowledge stored in the experience of early Californians
still living. He termed these people reservoirs of information and
in a sense ‘‘archives of the mind.” Proper use of these resources
could preserve the “human values that should become part of the
matrix of character because children have certain kinds of experi-
ences in the presence of a monument or in a museum. Some be-
come part of himself.”

Calvin Bertolette, President, Telefact Foundation, felt that the
term “pipeline” needed to be defined with reference to the purpose
of the Conference. Since emphasis needed to be placed on teachers,
students, and interested citizens as users and, occasionally, on con-
tributors of Urquellen, there should be a multilateral aspect to the
flow. All of us are both sources and users of information—hence
the problem lies in finding ways to improve methods of information
handling in each function or role. California Archives Month fur-
nished an opportunity for the resources of the Conference to be
used through an information exchange that Telefact would orga-
nize, he said.
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Urquellen seemed the best word to cover the manifold primary
resources discussed by the Conference. Scholars have used the
term since the 12th century. It has become the hallmark of in-
tegrity. Jacob N. Bowman, who was introduced by Dr. Davis at
the Conference banquet as “Mr. Urquellen,” was there honored
as “scholar, historian, and patron of the archives” in a joint cita-
tion of the Conference and the California Department of Educa-
tion. Dr. Rafferty presented Dr. Bowman with the award before
making his own address, which proved Dr. Rafferty to be indeed
—to use his own phrase—'‘a public advocate of Urquellenism.”

. . . We have identified America’s Urquellen, which I promised you I
would do [Dr. Rafferty said]. We know where the treasures are stored, and
you know better than any one else. We know what spirit lies within them.
We also know they are dusty with time and with disuse.

Now, how to extract the finest of these precious things and set them in the
black cavities of our instructional programs, which are so much in need of
repair ?

Can we fill and line those diseased portions of our society long exposed to
drifting filth with a firm, smooth, golden surface immune to the viral on-
slaughts of our age? I wonder.

I am told we can. I am told that technology has lately made possible entire
computerized libraries, described as a vast network, with computer terminals
across the entire United States. A person can type out his request for a specific
document at one end of the country and find swishing across his video receiver
in a few moments the desired document, or letter or section of a book. More-
over, if it is something he really needs, he can press another button and have
a copy of this image for his permanent possession !

I have been called, among many other things, a troglodyte from the ante-
diluvian age because I constantly look to tradition for guidance. But if these
developments and others like them suggest what I think they do for education,
my critics will soon have me riding the stars of outer space with Flash Gordon.

Because I can envision an eager high school history teacher, the kind I was
25 years ago, enraptured by his topic (say the shooting of Hamilton by old
Burr), plugging in with the archives or State Library in New York and ex-
tracting for his class the verbatim newspaper account of the event.

Or think of what such a system would do for the master and doctoral stu-
dent. Our scholars might actually rediscover the world of primary sources!
Because if Stanislaus State College here in California were linked with the
State Archives and with Berkeley, let’s say—with the computer visual system
of transmission—what would prevent genuine research being done without
leaving one’s own home campus? Nothing!

All this sounds beyond Buck Rogers’ 25th century, I suppose. And the
sheer manual labor involved in indexing our resource depositories guarantees
that such facilities are not just around the corner by any means. Still, the
possibilities are there and the future beckons rather compellingly. What these
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facilities could do for creative approaches in 20th-century education is beyond
my abilities to imagine, but I presume not at all beyond yours; you are the
specialists in this field. It is going to be interesting to speculate what our
critics will say as we continue to seek to harness modern technology to electrify
the present with the living heritage of the past. That tap root about which I
spoke earlier can operate as an AC current, moving in both directions, spread-
ing the sparks of enlightenment as it bursts over the surface of our contem-
porary world so much in need of a renaissance, and of a sound philosophy of
existence.

You are here tonight; you have analyzed throughout the day some of the
means of making this possible. We in the area of public education have a keen
interest in assisting you not only because we are interested but quite frankly
for our own selfish interests.

Because the educator’s interest is the Nation’s interest. So much depends
upon how quickly we can get the pipelines flowing. Americans are thirsty
without knowing it for the fresh deep waters of experience. Whatever resolu-
tions you may propose as a result of these sessions today that fall within my
office and my public station, rest assured . . . [that] I will do all legally and
morally possible to assist. This is part of my job, and in addition it would
be a pleasure.

Ninety-one years young, Dr. Bowman later spoke concerning
Urquellen, stressing their need in establishing fact as against mere
tradition. History, Dr. Bowman said, is filled with old traditions.
Tracing tradition as against Urquellen through ancient Greece and
Rome to modern times, he demonstrated the importance of check-
ing remembered tradition with Urquellen. For example, tradition,
even Quellen such as contemporary newspapers, placed the corner-
stone of the California State Capitol at the northwest corner of the
building. A bronze plaque marked the spot. However, the specifi-
cations, the Urquel, discovered in the State Archives placed the
stone in the northeast corner. In 1950 excavation disclosed the
cornerstone one-quarter of an inch from where the specifications
(the Urquel) said it was.

Dr. Bowman’s remarks included other examples of tradition
corrected by the discovery of Urquellen, such as the first Great
Seal Press of the State of California and the founding date of the
Presidio at San Diego. His message pointed up the need for the
discovery and sharing of Urquellen. It also made us conscious of
the great responsibility we bear in recording, storing, and sharing
the Urquellen of our times. The hope of future generations rests
on our discharge of this paramount duty, this vital task of the
scholar, the teacher, and the citizen.

In their discourses, the participants in the Conference on the
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Utilization of Archival and Educational Resources raised the
standard. They honored a living example of the dedication re-

quired in the person—Jacob N. Bowman. He was indeed, as he
termed himself, “Exhibit A.”

“Perhaps we ought to be flattered...”

It would be an interesting, but useless, exercise to collect all the fallacies
about our profession which are at present in current circulation. One of the
most popular confuses our work with that of the archaeologist. This has
recently been given further currency by an adventure story for children. Ac-
cording to one reviewer this tells of a young county archivist who leads two
children through various exciting incidents. Perhaps we ought to be flattered,
but it is this same error which provides an inexhaustible flow of coins, pots
and skeletons for our inspection. This is bad enough, but there is a worse
fallacy that we are only concerned with old documents. In this context “old”
can mean anything from prehistoric to pre-1945 according to the interests of
the speaker, but every member of the public seems to be convinced that there
is some magic date which we wave over a heap of waste paper to sort the
archives from the junk. Perhaps the destruction schedules of the Public
Record Office with their insistence on 1660 may be responsible. The present
fifty year rule certainly helps to perpetuate it. As a result it seems to be gen-
erally expected that the average archivist should have a long white beard, at
least one noticeable eccentricity, and no interest in anything which has hap-
pened in the present century.

The true facts are to be found (as most of us know) on page 11 of Archive
Administration where in the classic definition of archives there is no mention
of dates or antiquity, but awareness of the archives of the present and the
future. Yet many of us are prepared to let the public view of us go by default
in our own offices. So far as other departments are concerned we are the
magpies collecting old documents like coloured stones. If we can persuade
them that old does not just mean before 1889 or 1835 then we are content.
An even more unfortunate example is the record office which cares for the
archives of every local institution but those of their own authority. It is
difficult to see how this can ever be justified. These offices are the final proof
to the public at large that we are expendable, a luxury provided by the local
authority as a sop to the culture-mongers.

—EpwiN WELCH, “Records Management,” in Journal of the Society of
Archivists, 3:198 (Oct. 1966).
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Archivists, not yet large or affluent enough to afford a paid

secretariat, must depend heavily if not completely on the
participation of volunteers in its activities. This participation is a
two-way street, however, benefiting both the Society and the
volunteers.

Three principal areas exist for volunteer effort. The most ob-
vious is the American Archivist, which keeps our entire member-
ship of some 1,700 informed of professional developments and at
the same time provides a medium through which members can
share their knowledge and experiences with the rest of the fra-
ternity by contributing articles, book reviews, and news notes.
Almost equally obvious are the annual meetings of the Society,
which usually draw an attendance of 250 to 300 members. Here
again those in attendance can inform themselves on a wide variety
of subjects; those reading papers or serving on panels can impart
their knowledge and conclusions; and all can exchange their ex-
periences and views during the formal sessions, the workshops, and
—perhaps most important of all—during the many opportunities
for informal give-and-take throughout the entire annual meeting.

Much less is known by the general membership about the third
important area of volunteer effort, service on the committees of
the Society. Yet this area, unglamorous as it is, produces or en-
courages much of the professional output of the Society, including
directories, guides, manuals, standards, and the like. For these
reasons and many others, committees deserve a few paragraphs
here about their nature, composition, and work.

Currently the Society has 26 committees: 21 standing committees
prescribed by the bylaws and § ad hoc committees established by
the president. With membership on individual committees ranging
from 1 to 16, no less than 150 members served on the various com-
mittees last year. Aside from three administrative committees
where special provisions apply, the chairmen and members of all
committees are appointed by the president for 1-year terms, often
on the recommendation of other officers, Council members, com-
mittee chairmen, and other members of the Society. Particular

PROFESSIONAL organizations like the Society of American

Communications to the Society president may be addressed to Herbert E. Angel,
8919 Brickyard Rd., Potomac, Md. 20854.
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care is taken to have each committee include the broadest possible
representation of interests and geographical distribution.

Eleven of the standing committees are administrative commit-
tees, their duties described by their names: Auditing, Awards, Edu-
cation and Training, Finance, Local Arrangements, Membership
Development, Nominations, Professional Standards, Program,
Publicity, and Resolutions.

Four standing committees are technical advisory committees—
Archival Buildings and Equipment, Manuscripts and Special Collec-
tions, Preservation, and Technical Devices and Systems. These
committees keep abreast of new technical developments in their
respective fields; keep the membership informed of significant de-
velopments through articles and news notes published in the Amer-
ican Archivist and elsewhere; answer inquiries and consider and
act upon matters referred to them by officers of the Society, its
committees, or the Council; and initiate recommendations to the
Council for action by the president, the Council, or the Society that
may further the objectives of the Society.

The remaining standing committees are responsible for special
areas—Archives of the Professions, Business Archives, Church
Archives, College and University Archives, International Relations,
Records Management, and State and Local Records. In these areas
the committees gather and publish information about the records
and recordkeeping practices and develop and disseminate informa-
tion that will influence organizations in their areas to preserve their
records of enduring value.

Ad hoc committees are appointed to deal with special problems
or to explore new areas to determine whether they warrant the
establishment of standing committees. Five ad hoc committees have
been appointed for the current year—Automated Techniques for
Archival Agencies, Copyright Legislation, Scientific and Techno-
logical Manuscripts, Terminology, and Uniform Archival Statistics.

This summary has been prepared to bring the committees and
the importance of their work to the attention of the membership.
Another purpose is to encourage members of the Society, new and
old, who would like to participate in committee work to make this
fact known to the chairmen of the committees in which they are
interested. These chairmen, whose names and addresses are listed
elsewhere in this issue, are looking for workers to improve the
contributions that their committees can make to the Society. Volun-
teers are still needed.

HEerperT E. ANGEL
President, Society of American Archivists
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GRACE QUIMBY, Editor
National Archives

WRITINGS ON ARCHIVES, CURRENT RECORDS,
AND HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS

1965
ComPiLED BY GrRacE QuiMmBY AND Frank B. Evans

This selective bibliography comprises titles published during the calendar
year indicated, with the customary addition of some titles issued, but not
examined, earlier.!

‘The bibliography is classified broadly by subject. An outline of the subjects
precedes the list. As usual, titles relating to technical aspects of the use of
photography and to the reproduction of research materials are entered in
class VIII, while items relating primarily to the use of photographic tech-
niques for purposes of original recording and records management are entered
in class II A. Related titles in different classes are indicated by cross-
references at the end of each section.

I. General Literature
II. Management of Current Records

III. History, Organization, and Current Activities of Archival Agencies,
Manuscript Depositories, and Related Organizations
A. United States in General and Federal Government
B. State and Local
C. Foreign Countries
D. International Organizations

IV. Buildings and Equipment for Archival and Manuscript Depositories

V. Appraisal, Accessioning, and Disposal of Records and Historical
Manuscripts

VI. Physical Preservation and Rehabilitation of Records and Historical
Manuscripts

VII. Arrangement and Description of Records and Historical Manuscripts,
Including Published Finding Aids
A. General Discussion
B. United States in General and Federal Government
C. State and Local
D. Foreign Countries
E. International Organizations

1 The compilers are indebted to Geneva H. Penley for assistance in compilation.
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VIII. Application of Photographic Processes to Work With Records and

IX.

XI.

I0.

II.

12.

13.

Historical Manuscripts
Service, Use, and Publication of Records and Historical Manuscripts
Special Physical Types of Records and Historical Manuscripts

The Recruitment and Training of Archivists, Custodians of Manu-
scripts, and Record Officers

I. GENERAL LITERATURE

ANDREASSEN, JoHN C. L. A paper prepared for a symposium on business
archives, Wednesday, 9 June, 1965. The University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, B.C. [n.p,, nd.] 8L

APPLEBAUM, E. L. Implications of the National register of microform masters as
part of a national preservation program. Library resources & technical ser-
wices, 9:489—494 (Fall 1965).

BeNisON, SAUL. Reflections on oral history. American archivist, 28:71-77 (Jan.
1965).

CuaTtrieLp, HELEN L. College and university archives; a bibliographical re-
view. American archivist, 28:101-108 (Jan. 1965).

CoBLANS, HERBERT. Qué es la Documentacién? Universidad [Argentine Re-
public], 64:259—270 (Apr./June 1965). Mr. Coblans of Aslib (Association of
Special Libraries and Information Bureaux, London) develops and compares
definitions of ‘“documentation” by documentalist/librarians, notably Samuel
C. Bradford, Edith M. R. Ditmas, Jesse H. Shera, Suzanne Briet, and Morti-
mer Taube.

CorLoquium ON TECHNICAL PRECONDITIONS FOR RETRIEVAL CENTER OPERATIONS,
Philadelphia, 1964. Proceedings, April 24-25, 1964. Washington, D. C., Spartan
Books, Inc., 1965. 156 p. See also: 33.

CoLMAN, Gourd P. Oral history—an appeal for more systematic procedures.
American archivist, 28:79-83 (Jan. 1965).

Dapzig, E. W., and J. T. STRICKLAND. Directory of archives, libraries, and schools
of librarianship in Africa. Répertoire des archives, bibliothéques et écoles de
bibliothéconomie d’Afrique. [Paris], Unesco, [1965]. 112 p. (Unesco bib-
liographical handbooks, 10.) Arranged by country with subject index in
English and French.

DARLINGTON, IDA. Archives and archivists, 1964. In Robert L. Collison, Progress
in library science, 1965. London, Butterworth, 1965. P. 57-79.

DirecTORY of special libraries in Montreal; revised by [the] Directory Com-
mittee, Montreal Chapter, Special Libraries Association. 7th edition. Dec.
1965. Montreal, The Association, 1965. [521.]

Dowp, Mary JANE. Critical judgment of Posner’s American State Archives.
American archivist, 28:526-528 (Oct. 1965). A well organized compilation of
comments culled from many reviews of Dr. Posner’s book.

DRrAKE, MiLTON, comp. Almanacs of the United States. New York, Scarecrow
Press, 1962. 2 vols. Reviewed by Leonard Rapport in American archivist,
28:268-269 (Apr. 1965).

Duckerr, KENNETH W., and Francis RusseLL. The Harding papers: How
some were burned, by K. W. Duckett; and Some were saved, by Francis
Russell. American heritage, v. 16, no. 2:24-31, 102-110 (Feb. 1965). These
articles describe the continuing efforts to censor the former President’s record
by destroying his papers and the efforts of historians to preserve all papers,
particularly some recently discovered letters. Mr. Duckett concludes that
“suppression hides small facts to breed larger fabrications.”
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Evans, FRANK B. Modern archives administration; a select bibliographic guide.
Washington, National Archives and Records Service, 1965. 121 p.

FisuBeIN, MEYER H. The archivist meets the records creator. American archi-
wist, 28:195~197 (Apr. 1965). Initiating and maintaining good relations with
agency officials is an important aspect of liaison.

GUIDE to microforms in print, 1965. Albert James Diaz, editor. Washington,
D.C., Microcard Editions, 1965. 106 p.

Ham, F. GeraLp. Archival standards and the Posner report: some reflections
on the historical society approach. American archivist, 28:223-230 (Apr.
1965).

HamiLtoN, CHARLES. The robot that helped to make a President: a reconnais-
sance into the mysteries of John F. Kennedy’s signature. New York, 1965.
63 p. Reviewed by Ken Munden in American archivist, 29:100 (Jan. 1966).

Hamwmirrr, J. J. Government archives and records management. American archi-
vist, 28:219-222 (Apr. 1965).

HosMEeRr, CHARLES B., JrR. Presence of the past; a history of the preservation
movement in the United States before Williamsburg. New York, G. P.
Putnam’s Sons, 1965. 386 p.

ILLiNois UNIVERSITY. GRADUATE ScHOOL OF LiBRARY ScCIENCE. University ar-
chives. Papers presented at an institute...November 1—4, 1964. Edited by
Roland E. Stevens. Champaign, Ill., distributed by the Illini Union Bookstore,
c1965. 95 p. (Allerton Park Institute, no. 11.) Contents: Oliver W. Holmes,
History and theory of archival practice; Thornton W. Mitchell, Records man-
agement; Edith M. Fox, The collecting of archival materials at Cornell Uni-
versity; Maynard Brichford, Appraisal and processing; Harold W. Tribolet,
Conservation; Clifford K. Shipton, The reference use of archives; Laurence
R. Veysey, A scholar’s view of university archives.

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR DOCUMENTATION. Bibliographie de la documen-
tation et de la bibliothéconomie, année 1964. La Haye, 1965. 75 p.

J. FRANKLIN JAMESON: A TRIBUTE. Edited by Ruth Anna Fisher and William
Lloyd Fox. Washington, D.C,, Catholic University of America Press, 196s.
137 p. Reviewed by Elizabeth Hawthorn Buck in American archivist,
29:409—410 (July 1966).

Kuenr, WARReN F. Dissertations in history: an index to dissertations com-
pleted in history departments of United States and Canadian universities,
1873-1960. [Lexington], University of Kentucky Press, 1965. 249 p.

LickLipER, J. C. R. Libraries of the future. Cambridge, Mass.,, M.L.T. Press,
[1965]. 219 p. Discusses problems of documentation and the potentialities
and limitations of computers for certain library applications.

Lorp, CLiFForD. Keepers of the past. Chapel Hill, N.C., University of North
Carolina Press, 1965. 241 p. A series of biographical sketches of leading
figures in the evolution of historical societies, museums, archives, and restora-
tion.

MacLeAN, IaN. Archives in the machine age. Offprint from Library Associa-
tion of Australia, 13th Biennial Conference, Canberra, 23-27 August 1965,
Papers. [n.p., nd.] P. 421-435.

McLEeLLAN, PETER M., and GorboN P. BAKER. Incidence of allergy in archival
work. American archivist, 28:581-584 (Oct. 1965).

MasTERSON, JAMES R., ed. Writings on American history, 1957. Compiled by
the National Historical Publications Commission. Washington, 1964. 698 p.
(American Historical Association, Annual report for the year 1959, v. 2.)

MEeziNARODNT archivni bibliografie, 1955—1962. Sbornik archivnick praci [Czecho-
slovakial, v. 14, [no.] 2:3—-302 (1964). The whole issue is given over to the
classified and indexed international bibliography.

MouruARDT, F. E. Special libraries; pioneers in documentation. Special Ili-
braries, 56:121-122 (Feb. 1965).
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