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Fakes and Facsimiles:
Problems of Identification
LEONARD RAPPORT

Figure 1 National Archives and Records Service
ORIGINAL AND FACSIMILE: The copperplate engraved from the Engrossed Declaration of Independence by
William]. Stone in 1823. The paper copy is one of six struck from the plate in 1976. Both the engrossed Decla-
ration and the copperplate are on display in the National Archives Building.

The author is an archivist with the Civil Archives Division, the National Archives.
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14 The American Archivist / January 79

ANYBODY WHO HAS ever had business
in the New York Public Library Man-
uscript Division knows it isn't simple
to pass through the locked wire-cage
door. But one day in the 1950s a most
unlikely person somehow talked her
way through the door and into the
room.

She was little, old, stooped, in a
shapeless dress, and, as I remember,
wore on her head a shawl. She spoke a
broken English. Central Casting could
have sent her for the role of a turn-of-
the-century immigrant just out of
steerage.

Walter Winchell, she said, had
broadcast about a copy of the Declara-
tion of Independence worth five
hundred thousand dollars. She, she
said, had that copy.

She took out a package wrapped in
wrinkled brown paper. She opened out
the folds. Finally she came to her copy
of the Declaration.

Readers of the New York Times know
that for years the Times, each Fourth of
July, has reprinted a facsimile of the
engrossed Declaration of Independ-
ence, complete with signatures of the
signers. What she had was that Decla-
ration, yellowing, cut out from a copy
of the Times of twenty-five or thirty
years before. On the back were the
news columns and ads of the reverse
page.

The staff members tried to explain
to her what it was she had. She didn't
hear them. She looked from one to an-
other and said that she had worked
hard all her life—and that was easy to
believe—and that she needed the
money. She kept saying it over and
over. Finally, realizing that what they
were telling her was not what she
wanted to hear, she asked how much it
would cost to go to Washington to show
it to people there. I, being from there

and, like the others present, not want-
ing to see her waste her money, joined
in to try to dissuade her. It was no use.
Finally, she folded and rewrapped her
Declaration and left, still determined
to go somewhere where she would find
somebody who would tell her that she
had the document Walter Winchell was
talking about and that she would be
rich and that her old age would be
taken care of and that she wouldn't
have to work any more.

That old woman undoubtedly is dead
and, long since, somebody has thrown
away the wrapping paper and the piece
of yellowed newsprint it enclosed. But
not dead is the will to believe that one's
Declaration or Gettysburg Address or
Lee's General Order No. 9 or Ulster
County Gazette is the original and worth
a lot of money and that somewhere
there is the right expert who will rec-
ognize it for what it is and will say just
that.

Every archivist, curator, or manu-
script librarian has met these people.
They are the true believers. What they
bring in or write in about is more often
than not a copy of one of a relatively
small group of newspapers and docu-
ments—totalling probably less than
four dozen—that were extensively re-
produced and circulated, mostly in the
nineteenth century. When one of these
particular items is found in an attic or
among the effects of an ancient rela-
tive, there is little reason not to believe
(or, at least, hope) that it is original,
rare, and valuable. That hope has a
way, sometimes, of growing into an
obsession. What we saw in the old
woman, though extreme, is not rare.

In dealing with these people we need
more than a knowledge of the rules of
historical evidence. We need consider-
able psychological insight. There are
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Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 15

some common traits and actions that
we can anticipate.

First, there is a fair chance that the
person whose heart we think we are
breaking by saying, "It's a reproduc-
tion," has heard those words before.
And the chances are only slightly less
that no matter how convincingly we
explain why it isn't the original, our
true believer is going to continue to try
to find someone who will say what he
or she wants to hear.

One reason the true believers persist
is that they have the determination
that purity of heart endows them with.
They aren't forgers, defrauders, or
con-artists. If they were they wouldn't
be coming to archivists, the experts.
They would be out hunting naive
marks with ready cash.

But forgers and true believers do
share one characteristic. The prove-
nance of their documents is always in-
teresting. Wilson Harrison, author of
the standard works on suspect docu-
ments, writes, "The Family Bible seems
to be one of the most popular places
for the discovery of unexpected hid-
den wills (probably intended to add an
odour of sanctity to a palpable for-
gery). It is a good rule to regard with
extreme suspicion every document to
which is attached a romantic story of
discovery."1

The true believer's romantic story,
unlike that of the forger, derives from
no ulterior motive. Great grandpa lived
in Ulster County, and that accounts for
the discovery of the Gazette folded in a
copy of the county's history. The pres-
ence in great grandma's Bible of Lin-
coln's letter to Mrs. Bixby is under-
standable in light of the fact that great
grandma was from Boston and must

have been a friend of that gold-star
mother. These are family legends they
believe in; any doubts we have we can
keep to ourselves.

There is one other characteristic of
true believers. Though they do not ex-
press as openly as our old woman the
desire to exchange their documents
for financial security, we do somehow
often find ourselves somewhere along
the way being called upon for an opin-
ion of a document's intrinsic worth
("How much could I get for it?—not
that I would sell it").

As for the documents and newspa-
pers that have been extensively repro-
duced: what are their common char-
acteristics? For one, they deal usually
with persons or events of importance
in American history, generally of the
eighteenth century, the Revolution, or
the Civil War. For another, there is the
theme of death, single or en masse,
and of battles: the Boston Massacre;
the deaths of Washington, Lincoln, and
Mrs. Bixby's sons; the slain at Chan-
cellorsville, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and
Appomattox. The great men are
George Washington, his farewell to the
army, his first inauguration, and his
funeral; Franklin, the first publication
issued under his imprint and a letter
he wrote but is believed not to have
sent; Jefferson, his draft of the Decla-
ration of Independence, the Declara-
tion itself, and an innocuous letter that
was reproduced in the 1930s in per-
haps 50,000 excellent facsimile copies;
Lincoln, his Gettysburg Address, the
Bixby letter, a six-line letter about a
lady whose two sons wanted to work,
the New York Herald's account of his
assassination, and the Ford Theatre
program on the night of the assassina-

' Wilson Harrison, Forgery Detection (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1964), p. 50.
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16 The American Archivist / January 79

tion. Finally, there are the reproduc-
tions of first issues of newspapers, from
the 1704 Boston News-Letter to the 1837
Baltimore Maryland Journal; plus
hundreds of other first issues repro-
duced locally as part of a newspaper's
fiftieth or hundredth anniversary, that
circulated locally and that tended, be-
cause of the woodpulp of the anniver-
sary issue, to eventual self-destruction.
It is wise to examine closely any first
issue.

The reproductions most often en-
countered are divided fairly evenly be-
tween the newspapers and the docu-
ments. Before photographic repro-
duction processes, the newspapers
undoubtedly led and for an obvious
reason. It was a simple matter for a
printer to reproduce a newspaper,
particularly the typical, small, four-
page, eighteenth-century issues. He
went to his font of type that most nearly
resembled the original, reconstructed
as well as he could the masthead, and,
with his model before him, began set-
ting type to imitate it. If the lines of the
original and of the reproduction didn't
always end with the same word it
didn't greatly matter; he was inter-
ested in content and general appear-
ance. Nor did it seem important to try
to match the original paper. The vari-
ations in composition and paper are
important clues when identifying re-
productions of newspapers. And even
when photoreproduction eliminated
the differences in text and outward ap-
pearance, the paper on which the re-
production was printed remained an
important clue.

Here I will say that any time you
find anything, newspaper or docu-
ment, dated in this country before the
1790s on paper other than laid paper—
paper with chain and wire lines—you
can charge it off as a reproduction. A
small amount of wove paper—paper
without chain and wire lines—was
manufactured in England as early as
1755, but I know of no examples of it
used in the United States before the
1790s. Thomas L. Gravell, who is col-
lecting watermarks of all eighteenth-
century American papers and has
looked at more early paper than any-
body else, has never seen wove paper
from that period.2

Newspapers

The most famous newspaper repro-
duction, the issue most often repro-
duced, and the one we know most
about (because R. W. G. Vail wrote an
intriguing history of it3), is the 4 Janu-
ary 1800 Ulster County Gazette. (Figure
2.)

There seems to be no particularly
persuasive reason why, of all the re-
ports of Washington's death and fu-
neral, this issue of an obscure newspa-
per was the one that got reproduced.
It was probably the first such repro-
duction of an American newspaper. It
was reproduced as early as 1825 in the
office of the original publisher in
Kingston, Ulster County, New York.
This first copy obviously was of an
original. Perhaps there was one other
reproduction for which the composi-
tor had before him an original. During
the next hundred years there were

2 A catalog of American watermarks from 1690 to 1830, by Thomas L. Gravell, is scheduled for
1979 publication by the Garland Publishing Company, New York.

3 R. W. G. Vail, The Ulster County Gazette and Its Illegitimate Offspring (New York: New York Public
Library, 1951).
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Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 17
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Figure 2 Library of Congress
ORIGINAL: One of two known original copies of the Ulster County Gazette, 4 fanuary 1800, containing the
news of George Washington's death and funeral from which an unknown number of facsimiles have been made.
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18 The American Archivist / January 79

more than a hundred editions, all
copying from each other, with a total
production of a million or more cop-
ies. One edition at the Philadelphia
Centennial of 1876 sold, at five cents
each, more than a hundred thousand
copies. A rival Centennial edition, in
what was then modern typeface, ap-
peared in a first printing of fifty thou-
sand copies. One authority attributes
the printing of some of the editions to
what may have been a custom of ap-
prentice and amateur printers to set in
type the 4 January 1800 issue as a test
of their abilities as compositors.4

In spite of the many reproductions,
no known original of the Gazette sur-
faced until 1930 when the Library of
Congress bought a copy for $50. In
1938 the American Antiquarian Soci-
ety bought an original copy for $60.
No others have turned up since.5 The
first actual facsimile of the Gazette,
made from the Library of Congress
original, appeared in 1932.

The story of the Ulster County Gazette
suggests one of the problems archi-
vists, curators, and librarians face in
dealing with persons inquiring about
their copies of the Gazette. Unlike a
manuscript, which by its nature exists
in a single original, a newspaper ap-
pears in multiple copies. Once we know
the location of the original of Frank-
lin's letter to Strahan (in the Library
of Congress Manuscript Division) we
know that any other copies that people
bring in or write or call about are just

that—copies. Not so a newspaper.
Though the last century and a half has
seen of the Ulster County Gazette a mil-
lion reproductions and two originals,
there is always the chance, against as-
tronomical odds, that the next arrival
will be the third known original. And
that the next after that could be the
fourth known original.8

In 1931 Joseph Gavit of the New
York State Library published A List of
American Newspaper Reprints, which de-
scribes nearly three hundred early or
historic issues that have been repro-
duced; and he tells where copies of
these reproductions are.7

There is one other source to keep in
mind. The Readex Corporation is is-
suing on microcards all surviving is-
sues of all of the more than 2,000
newspapers published in the United
States before 1821. This is a continu-
ing project and, though it is far from
complete, you may find reproduced
on the microcards the original of the
issue you need for a comparison.

Before leaving the newspapers and
after having said that newspapers are
published in multicopy editions, one
exception should be noted. It is also
perhaps the only deliberate forgery of
an eighteenth-century American news-
paper.

Guided more by faith and pride
than by historical evidence, North Car-
olinians were once educated to believe
that the Mecklenberg Declaration of
Independence of 20 May 1775 pre-

4 Clarence Brigham of the American Antiquarian Society, quoted in Vail, The Ulster County Gazette,
pp. 20-21.

5 Vail, The Ulster County Gazette, p. 37. Writing in 1951, Vail thought a third copy, if one surfaced,
would bring at most a hundred dollars.

6 For the obstinate Ulster County Gazette true believers, Vail's pamphlet furnishes the ultimate re-
finement. It gives tests that identify specifically 64 of the 100 or more variant reproductions.

7 Joseph Gavit (comp,), A List of American Newspaper Reprints (New York: New York Public Library,
1931).

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://prim

e-pdf-w
aterm

ark.prim
e-prod.pubfactory.com

/ at 2025-06-29 via free access



Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 19

ceded by more than a year the better
documented Declaration of 4 July
1776. By the beginning of the twen-
tieth century this faith was beginning
to erode. A loyal supporter of the faith
created his own evidence by printing
the text of the alleged declaration in
the Wilmington Cape-Fear Mercury of
3 June 1775, an issue of which there
was neither then nor now any known
surviving copy. (Figure 3.) It was a
clumsy forgery which A. S. Salley,
Jr., and Worthington C. Ford in 1906
took apart in the American Historical Re-
view, 8 whereupon the forger created
another version of the issue, correcting
some of his mistakes. There are three
known copies of the second forgery,
none of the first. Since there are collec-
tors of forgeries as well as of the au-
thentic, the three copies may have a
value approaching that of an original.

Detailed descriptions of the seven-
teen most commonly reproduced
newspapers have been assembled for
convenience of reference, beginning
on page 39.

Manuscripts

Manuscripts, unlike newspapers, are
unique. Although each of us has writ-
ten his own name thousands of times,
none of us can write it twice so that one
writing of it will exactly overlay an-
other. So, when somebody brings in a
letter of 27 November 1803 from
Thomas Jefferson to Craven Peyton,
obviously in Jefferson's handwriting,
we can say with assurance, "That is a
facsimile, a copy of the original."
(Figure 4.) It has to be, because we
know that the original and the letter-

press copy of the original are in the
Manuscript Division of the University
of Virginia Library. Yet true believers
have stood in the Manuscript Division,
facsimiles in hand, staring at the origi-
nal and letterpress copy and ten or
twelve facsimiles identical to theirs and
still had trouble acknowledging that
theirs were identical copies, modern
facsimiles.

Just as, out of the hundreds of issues
of newspapers that have been repro-
duced, we are liable to have to deal
with only a dozen and a half, so out of
the hundreds of manuscript docu-
ments that have been reproduced there
are about the same number that we are
most apt to encounter. Like the news-
papers, most are of eighteenth and
nineteenth-century documents; and
most were reproduced in the nine-
teenth century.

Before photoprocesses of printing
were developed in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, exact or near-ex-
act reproductions of documents—fac-
similes—were produced by engraving,
etching, or other processes, on metal
or stone. These were tedious, time-
consuming, and expensive processes.
A document had to be of special im-
portance or interest to justify such.

The earliest American historical
document of which I find an example
of an entire exact or near-exact facsim-
ile is a well-known letter Benjamin
Franklin wrote (but may not have sent)
to his English printer friend, William
Strahan. Dated 5 July 1775, it con-
cludes, "You and I were long
Friends:—You are now my enemy,—
and I am, Yours, B. Franklin." This
letter (Figure 5) was dramatic and.

8 A. S. Salley, Jr., and Worthington C. Ford, "Doctor S. Millington Miller and the Mecklenburg
Declaration," American Historical Review 11 (April 1906): 548-58.
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CA-PE-FEAR

T H E " -

~ MERCURY;
ef rspr ti c/a*i$ in h x Stm.

{ • F R I D A Y , . June 3 ^ .1775." J N c

* * # J m-ebr i£w4hy tin UitemUf
\ MmMmtmrg Ctimi}iimNmnbCaniina^0<J*mvht'

. Afterefr**

I. THAT whofoever, dire&iy or indsre&ly,
f ilwtioii or in any way,form or manner, coum-
•NnuUKed the unehartered arid dangerous in-
Intfioti of our rights, as claimed by Great
j &RBWBB, id URClwrmy to this country, to Amer-
I t e* and to she inherent and inalienable rights

I I I . Rsse&viu, that we, the citizens of
I*3Wf«sdfcfcsa1s«if̂  County, do hereby dtifojve the

f&ltueaJ bands which have connected us to
|,tlie Bi^titef country, and hereby abjolve our-
I Mve$ from all allegiance to the Brstiih cmwn,

e »il apolitical cofineiHon, commit, or
, w ^ t l u t OMIOTI who have wsn-

00 oar rights and liberties,
Hied the innocent Uopil of

_ itriots at Lexington.
H I . llkfSOtVSO, that we do hereby declare

|»jurfeiye* » free s*wj Independent fx-«p'c, ar';,
' *it ought to be* a sovereign and

ig sCociation under the enmroi
• other than tbat of our Qo4 m>4
gSHrmstneftf of Cort^reftj to the

s^c to each whef, our noutuai co-
j our KyeSj'gour fortuMt, «nd our

J. M. Alexander, Secmary,
trahajn Aitxxadtr^ Chwmzr,
Ur.Hentf -D<mm, 1>. O^htetrec
Jer.lahn FicKiikcn.luha Phifer,

I AhMM^cr.}obn P ord. Thomas Polk
~~"m, Gnsh^w, f>,rik'd Polk

^"wlfeil Avej*. Jaane* Hwris. Bmj. Psnon,
Robeft irwiA. J. hr. Q n n -

* J . Baict. Wm» Keimom Dsw . - • •

Bhx»Uine Mr. John Hicks, ••< I ••• -
—Mr. Henry Patman, ot Me :-•.,;>>..—Me!

m Flint, and Thomas Had!r-y, of Li
'—-Memoirs Henry j^cuhs Samuel D
Ebenezcr Goldihwait, George South w
Benjamin Daland, mn, jotham Webb,
Ferlcy Putnam, m Denver**—Mr. Beats
Pcirce, of Saiem.

WOL'NOED. MflTns. J^.hn Rohbtnt, j
Tiad, Solomon Pe;:cc, 1 homas Wmi
Nathaniel Farmer, jokph Cumcr, Fbrm
MunroCj Fra.icts Brown> and Prince Eai

defttoycil or tak
they cannot be fa

! Of Lt uiglon.

?i:

ph»l «C r

jfyhrt Lane, of Bedtbrd.—Mr. George S
and Mr. Jacob Bican, of Woburn.—Mr.
i a n Folly, of MeJiorcl—Mr. jolhua
and Mr. Timothy Monroe, of Lvnn.-
Nalhan Putnam, and Mr-Dennis Wall
Dangers.——-Mr. Natiumiel Ciea*es, <>:'

MtSSlKO. Ms. Samuel Froft^nd Mr. S<-th
K-nicIi, of Mtuoiomv.

39 Kn:td. ao Wouftrffd, 2 Mdung.
i hole dif:m^.tii^hcii with this marl [*•]

were itiited by she :,;i't Hit of the enrmy.
N"o ce.r*jn account of the ki"cd M I

woundci of the Regulars ha* yet aj^wsn
General Gi^c, wha beft c«y!d give th..: m-
iitrmatt-#\t ha

mument they tet
avowed deffgn t̂ "

t h e* property of the

that

.• a band
M of the
•«, ^c
the city
a great

rk, and
: the loud acclamations o.
uid fp«aftwri.—Th« or* le 1
appearance,

MEW-JERSEY,
< General Afiembivof this cr^

beft ©
hofen to conceal (hi

lars, and rpokcti thereof in general terms ;
ffxra which we may conclude that thetr !(Ma
was greater ih.ia he chofe to declare, S<>oii
after the a£iion the ipirited O>fnmsttec o£
Ncw-Vork, diijtatchrd a concite accoutit
thereof in a Setter to the Ixsrd Mayor of Lon-
doii, as i pri-per channel of conveying it both

'he p.
P H

Vi«. Dav«lfi«i. SamueiMartm.

S 1 1 B M, April'a$.
jaOawiflg b » t^l c^ dfae ?rcv'nckl«

« w e Jcilkd uid wounded ia ti« ktc

Mefira. * Robert Munroe,
I Fftde#t * Sainue 1 Ha^Ccv, * J«o«Jua

; • Otteb^Haoiaccoa, * I&ac
jobo IUymont!t

sa<£ Jeaediah Mwroe,

D E L P H I A, May s-
Tiic GtneriJ Aifiembly M tf*rf» provtnee

met on Miv ; , ht-rng the V?,ft aifcmMy called
on the rontinc.nt ff r the purpoO,1 o-f ctinHdenng
L«fd North's conciliatory ruction; which
motion wa* iatd rwfore them in a /enfibie and
paibetie fpeech from the Governor—whrn

"'•••i'''''"'''-\0^ polite stid ffwrited »nfwcr,
ngnifirij, dwj av' rh^t Houfe feacl ap^Jtnted
Delegates to meet in Ckaitirvental Congreis,
fnr conftdenng rbe happsnef* of ail the colo-
nie« cx»!!e^ivciy, they as a fiaglc ACembJy,
ti?clined enterir» on the buftneis.

The wwtiby Dr. Bcnptmn FniUtKn, agent
^ r tfeii province »nd Maifacfe*^tt>-Bay, «f-
rtwsd here from London," arid was by the Ai*
fembly, then fittiag, appointed a Delegate tit

nee met
•j.. rfcecitj oj H;:1 •'>,"• ^ Haj ijth. Human-
ity i s !er:ng principle in tbofe who pgficfi it
«t« - .„- , -;,ihrm tocxh.M things

: • ' • I ̂ rtfac&ke, : poo. Hii
' • • cyUf?** kwta a poQSU »• this caft
-• ut the AH pbly (jedawd the baSaels, en
tfee &mi . B ^ vwtfe the Affecsbiy of thj*

NEW-YORK,
h CONGRESS, at Philadelphia,

May i$ , 1775.
The city and county of New-York fcavtng

ihrusigh Delegates applied to the Osi^reft for
their advice how to condud themselves with
regard to the troops cxpetSted there, the Con*
grel* took the matter in their ntoft feriooi d«-
liberation, and came to the following refoh*-

** That k be recamtnended for th
t© the inKabitfcftt* of New York, that If the
troops which are ^xpe^toi (bould arrive, the
(aid Colony a £ on the defenfive, & brig as
may be cnnfiftent with their Safety and fecur-
«y: That the troops mxf he permitted t»
remtm in the barracks, fit long *s they behave
peaceali!y *n,-f <|«j!et!y, but tb«e i^ey be IMM
fuffered to ere^ foitiBcatioas, or take K^r
ftcps for catting off the communicatba 'IwE*
twees the town and coumnr j aM ihat if tliey '
com/ntt boftiiities, or invade private ^rqpej^%
the inhabitants fliould defend thet»lely«s, tail

Figure 3

e ac<pdnod Ae Rjqpibin of Ae

From photocopy in the North Carolina
Department of Archives and History

FAKE: The Cape-Fear Mercury, 5 June 1775, a forged issue produced more than a century and a quarter
after the date on the masthead in an attempt to furnish a contemporary account of the alleged Mecklenburg Re-
solves. The plate that produced this issue was destroyed in 1910.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://prim

e-pdf-w
aterm

ark.prim
e-prod.pubfactory.com

/ at 2025-06-29 via free access



Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 21

7 U

Figure 4 Manuscript Department, University of Virginia

FACSIMILE: Thomas Jefferson to Craven Peyton, 27 November 1803, one of nearly 50,000 copies produced
and distributed by the Morris Plan Bank of Virginia. The address, originally on the verso, was reprinted as an
envelope, anticipating by forty years that means of enclosing letters. The original letter from which the facsimile
was made is in the Manuscript Department of the University of Virginia.
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?

Figure 5 Manuscript Division, Library of Congress

ORIGINAL: Benjamin Franklin to William Strahan, 5 July 1775; one of the earliest exact facsimiles of an
American document was made of this letter in 1818.
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Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 23

from the engraver's viewpoint, had
the advantage of being legible, on a
single page, and containing no more
than seventy words. It is the sole such
engraved facsimile in Memoirs of the
Life and Writings of Benjamin Franklin,
published in Philadelphia in 1818.
When someone comes along with a
copy of this facsimile, the fact that it is
on wove paper is a dead giveaway. If
the owner protests that the paper is ob-
viously old, he or she may be quite
right; if extracted from the 1818 edi-
tion, the paper was manufactured at
least 160 years ago. But it is still a re-
production, not the original docu-
ment.9 Not all facsimiles of this letter
are that old. It has been reproduced
many times since.

The year 1818 also saw the begin-
ning of the greatest and most endur-
ing love affair between the American
people and a document. In that year
appeared the first reproduction of the
engrossed copy of the Declaration of
Independence. (Figure 6.)

This copy, by Benjamin Owen Ty-
ler, did not try to imitate exactly the
original, except for the signatures. In
1819 John Binns produced another
copy (Figure 7) which also imitated ex-
actly only the signatures.

The following year, 1820, Secretary
of State John Quincy Adams, son of

one of the signers, commissioned Wil-
liam J. Stone to engrave an exact copy
of the Declaration. The resultant cop-
per plate involved, according to the
National Intelligencer, "a labor of three
years."10

The copper plate survives in the Na-
tional Archives where it is presently
exhibited not far from the original en-
grossed Declaration. (Figure 1)

The copper plate originally had
across the top, "ENGRAVED by W. I.
STONE, for the Dep! of State, by or-
der of J. Q. ADAMS, Sec' of State, July
4th, 1823." " This appears on the two
hundred copies that the Congress or-
dered imprinted on parchment or vel-
lum (Adams later refers to them as
being on parchment) and distributed
as follows: two copies each to the Pres-
ident, Vice President, former Presi-
dent James Madison, the Marquis de
Lafayette, and to each of the surviving
signers; twenty copies for the two
houses of Congress; 12 copies for the
departments of government; two cop-
ies each for the President's house and
the Supreme Court; one copy each for
the governors of the states and terri-
tories; and one copy for each branch
of the state legislatures and the legis-
lative councils of the territories. The
remaining copies were to go to "the
different Universities and Colleges of

9 If in doubt about documents of Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, or other famous
Americans, keep in mind the various documentary editing projects of their writings now underway.
The editors of these projects are aware of any reproductions. Usually from the date and addressee
they know whether the questioned document is a reproduction. If it is, they can furnish the location
of the original and something of the history of the reproduction. If a questioned document is an
original, they will be most interested in it.

An alphabetical list of these projects, from the Adams to the Wilson papers, with editors' names
and addresses, was published in the April 1978 issue of The American Archivist, pp. 244—46.

10 National Intelligencer, 5 June 1823, quoting the City Gazette. The process Stone used is a matter of
surmise. The most common theory is that he used a wet process, drawing off some of the ink of the
original. There is little to support such a theory, none of it contemporary.

11 Until the seventeenth century or later the letter "I" was used for both "I" and "J." Stone's
use of it here for his middle initial seems to be a holdover.
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Figure 6 By courtesy of the trustees of the Boston Public Library

FACSIMILE OF SIGNATURES: The Benjamin Owen Tyler copy of the Declaration of Independence, 1818.
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Figure 7 Library of Congress
FACSIMILE OF SIGNATURES: John Binns copy of the Declaration of Independence, 1819.
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the United States, as the President of
the United States may direct."12

Later the caption across the top of
the plate was removed and "W. J.
STONE SC. WASH." engraved at the
lower left. Sometime thereafter Stone
struck perhaps 4,000 copies which he
sold. About 1,500 of these were in-
serted in Peter Force's American Ar-
chives. 13

As late as the 1890s the original
plate was used to strike occasional cop-
ies. In 1895, in order to save wear on
the plate, the Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey from the original plate made elec-
trotype plates. The federal govern-
ment's reproductions thereafter were
made from one of these.

From the original Stone copper plate
engraving, directly or indirectly, stem
all the millions—literally, millions—of
facsimiles of the engrossed Declaration
of Independence. Many are excellent
reproductions. Many are on what the
printers hoped would be taken for,
and the present owners believe to be,
parchment. But there can be only one
original Declaration, engrossed and
signed, and it is on exhibit in the ro-
tunda of the National Archives. It is
possible that individuals may have—
how legally, it would be hard to say—
some of the two hundred engraved
copies distributed in 182514. Such cop-
ies would undoubtedly sell high on the

market today. Those struck later by
Stone from the copper plate or by the
Department of State would be worth a
few dollars (though a dealer with a
flare for language can work miracles
through a catalog description). The
rest are of value only to the persons
who have them.15

Thomas Jefferson Randolph doubt-
less had in mind this interest in the
Declaration when in 1829 he included
in his four-volume Memoirs, Correspon-
dence, and Miscellanies from the Papers of
Thomas fefferson a close facsimile of his
grandfather's original rough draft of
the Declaration of Independence. He
had Charles Tappan of Philadelphia
engrave it, a four-page manuscript, on
steel. (Figure 8.) With all its deletions,
interlineations, marginal notes, and
even a paste-in, engraving it must have
been an even more demanding task
for Tappan than engraving the fin-
ished document was for Stone. He
probably took less time than the three
years claimed for Stone, but he took
long enough. Randolph noted in Vol-
ume 1 that he meant to insert the fac-
simile in its proper place in that vol-
ume, but it wasn't ready. He inserted
it finally in Volume 4.16 This four-page
rough draft was reproduced in later
collections of Jefferson's works and
perhaps separately.

12 4 Stat. 78.
13 Fifth Series, Volume 1 (Washington, April 1848). There is a dispute about those inserted in the

Force volumes. They are somewhat smaller in size than other Stone facsimiles. Whether this was due
to shrinkage in printing or whether there was another plate has not been settled.

14 These would have at the top "ENGRAVED by W. I. Stone, for the Dept. of State. . . ."
15 Though the public stood in line to view the Declaration and to buy copies, there was no such

demand for the Constitution. That document, during the nineteenth century was neither exhibited
nor facsimiled.

16 Thomas Jefferson Randolph, ed., Memoirs, Correspondence, and Miscellanies From the Papers of
Thomas Jefferson (4 vols., Charlottesville, Va., 1829). The facsimile appears in Vol. 4, page 532. In the
1830 Boston edition it appears in place in Volume 1. In the 1829 London edition, it appears in place
with the legend, "On stone by Dean & Munday, Threadneedle St."
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Figure 8 Library of Congress

FACSIMILE: From Julian Boyd's book, first page of the four-page rough draft of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, in Jefferson's hand, with Franklin's and John Adams's changes. The originalisin the Library of Congress.
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When, in July 1776, after Jefferson,
John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin
had made their changes, Jefferson un-
doubtedly from this rough copy made
a fair copy. Probably it was that copy
that went on the evening of 4 July
1776 to John Dunlap, the printer.
From it Dunlap struck the broadside
edition, individual copies of which in
recent years have sold for hundreds of
thousands of dollars. The document
from which Dunlap set type would be
worth even more. But there is-no rec-
ord that it has ever been seen since
Dunlap's print shop.

In a well-publicized episode several
years ago a finder of the "missing"
Declaration visited half a dozen repos-
itories before he found one that gave
him some basis for hope that he had
an original document. Some months
later the world learned that the copy
was one of Tappan's facsimiles.17

The best way to prepare oneself for
a visitor with the "Lost Declaration"
is to have at hand Julian Boyd's book,
The Declaration of Independence: The Ev-
olution of the Text as Shown in Facsimiles
of Various Drafts by its Author, which the
Library of Congress published in 1943.
The Boyd photo-facsimile of the draft
in question, made from the original
manuscript which is among the Jeffer-
son Papers in the Library of Congress,
is so exact that it has, tipped in by
hand, the finger-width slip of paper on
which Jefferson pasted in a change. In
addition Boyd published in the Octo-
ber 1976 Pennsylvania Magazine of His-
tory and Biography "The Declaration of
Independence: The Mystery of the
Lost Original," a brilliant reconstruc-
tion of what the missing draft probably
was like (a folded four-page document

on paper watermarked Pro Patriae Ei-
usque Libertate). These two publications
may not convince a really true believer,
but they may cause him or her to doubt
a little.

There seems to be a gap, insofar as
common reproductions are con-
cerned, of documents between the
Declaration of Independence and the
Civil War. There is a prelude to the
last, the letters John Brown wrote on
the eve of his hanging. Facsimiles of
these, dated 13 November and 2 De-
cember 1859, occasionally turn up.

The Civil War reproductions open,
chronologically, with a document dated
on 20 December 1860, when the South
Carolina Secession Convention agreed
to an ordinance of secession, which it
ordered engrossed on parchment and
which the members signed. A Charles-
ton firm produced lithographic fac-
similes for convention members and
for the public. Later, other litho-
graphic copies were made from the
original copies. Every month or so
somebody offers or wants to sell to the
South Carolina Department of Ar-
chives and History (which has the orig-
inal) the "original" ordinance of
secession.

The next reproduced document is a
Lincoln letter of 17 October 1861 (Fig-
ure 9):

The lady—bearer of this—says she has two
sons who want to work—Set them at it, if
possible—wanting to work is so rare a merit,
that it should be encouraged.

The original of the above letter sold at
auction in 1978 at almost a thousand
dollars a word—$30,000.

A few hours before he received the
wounds that were to prove fatal,

17 After that the finder decided he had Jefferson's polygraph copy of the rough draft. However,
the polygraph was invented after 1800, and )efferson began using one in 1804.
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Figure 9

FACSIMILE: A. Lincoln to Major Ramsay, 17 October 1861, reproduced from one of the excellent R. R. Don-
nelley and Sons Company facsimiles.
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Stonewall Jackson, at Chancellorsville,
"Near 3 P.M." of 2 May 1863, wrote
Robert E. Lee a dispatch having almost
exactly the number of words as Lin-
coln's letter just quoted. This short
message, the original of which is in the
Archives Division of the Viriginia State
Library, was irresistible to the nine-
teenth-century facsimile makers.

Next comes the address Lincoln de-
livered at Gettysburg on 19 November
1863. There are five known versions
in Lincoln's hand. They are known as
the Nicolay Copy (the "First Draft")
and the Hay Copy (the "Second
Draft"), both written in November
1863 and both now in the Library of
Congress Manuscript Division, and
three copies he wrote out in 1864 for
Edward Everett, for George Bancroft,
and for Colonel Alexander Bliss (Fig-
ure 10). The Everett copy is now in the
Illinois State Historical Library in
Springfield, Bancroft's is now at Cor-
nell University, and the colonel's is
now in the Lincoln Room in the White
House.

The simplest way to become an ex-
pert on the various Gettysburg Ad-
dresses is to get and keep at hand Long
Remembered: The Gettysburg Address in
Facsimile by David C. Mearns and Lloyd
A. Dunlap.18 This reproduces in excel-
lent facsimiles all five versions of the
address, with a text giving all known
facts about the creation of each. Your
inquirer's copy will undoubtedly
match one of these reproductions word
for word, stroke for stroke. If the
owner of a Bliss copy agrees that the
text matches, but that the original in
the White House is on three pages and
his or hers is on two, that only suggests

that whoever reproduced the Bliss copy
saw no need to dedicate a third page to
four lines of writing, and so consoli-
dated pages 2 and 3.

On 21 November 1864 Abraham
Lincoln wrote a letter of condolence to
a Boston widow, Mrs. Lydia Bixby, on
the loss in the war of five sons (three of
whom later turned up alive). The Bos-
ton Transcript on 25 November pub-
lished the text of the letter. Lincoln
kept no copy and Mrs. Bixby's copy
has never been found.

In 1891 Michael F. Tobin of New
York began selling an engraved copy
of the letter, which was soon followed
by a facsimile by Huber's Museum,
also in New York. Huber's closely re-
sembled Tobin's. All known repro-
ductions derive from these two. (Fig-
ure 11.) Though similar to Lincoln's
handwriting, both are believed to be
homemade. Neither Tobin nor Huber
ever produced the original from which
he copied, and in several respects their
texts differ from that of the Transcript.

If a comparison with these isn't con-
vincing, refer to two books that discuss
in detail these forgeries: William E.
Barton, A Beautiful Blunder (Indianap-
olis, 1926), and F. Lauriston Bullard,
Abraham Lincoln and the Widow Bixby
(New Brunswick, N.J., 1946).

According to Mary A. Benjamin,
well-known American autograph dealer,
in a chapter "Facsimiles, Repro-
ductions, Manuscript Copies,"19 there
are in circulation forged editions of the
program of Our American Cousin for
Ford's Theatre the night of Lincoln's
assassination.

A final reproduction relating to Lin-
coln is the issue of the New York Her-

Washington: Library of Congress, 1963.
Mary A. Benjamin, Autographs: A Key to Collecting (New York: R. R. Bowker, Co., 1946), pp. 111-

41.
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9

Figure 10 Library of Congress photograph

ORIGINAL: The Bliss copy of the Gettysburg Address (page 1 of 3 pages). This is Lincoln's last known revision.
It is now in the Lincoln Room in the White House.
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Figure 11 Manuscript Division, Library of Congress

FAKE: A. Lincoln to Mrs. Lydia Bixby, 21 November 1864. Imitation of Lincoln's handwriting. The original of
the Bixby letter has not been found.
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m.

Figure 12

A 5-10 power magnifier reveals what the naked eye misses—the tell-tale dots of the screen process used to produce
the high-fidelity facsimile on the facing page.
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Figure 13

The most convenient magnifier is the 5-7 power linen tester (above) followed by the approximately 10-power
triplex glass (below). These can be purchased at printers' supply houses or from Edmund Scientific Company,
Harrington, New Jersey.
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aid of 15 April 1865 reporting the as-
sassination. Except for the Ulster County
Gazette it may be the most frequently
reproduced issue of an American
newspaper. (See page 55).

Documents from Appomattox com-
plete the list of most common repro-
ductions of the Civil War. The most fa-
mous of the Grant-Lee Surrender
Correspondence is Grant's 9 April
1865 letter to Lee outlining the terms
of surrender. An excellent facsimile of
this letter appeared in Volume 2 of
Grant's Memoirs, which first appeared
in 1886 and of which 600,000 copies
were sold. The publisher's note reads,
"The facsimile herewith shows the color
of the paper and all interlineations and
erasures." The reproduction in the
Memoirs is of the second of three man-
ifold copies (an early type of carbon
copy) that Grant kept. That copy is in
the New-York Historical Society; the
other two original manifold copies are
in the Princeton University Library.20

The final Appomattox document is
Robert E. Lee's General Order No. 9,
his farewell to the Army of Northern
Virginia. It was in the news in 1978 be-
cause two copies from the estate of a
well-known collector were sold at auc-
tion. One copy, sold in the Spring in-
stallment of the sale, went for $12,000.
It turned up a few months later in a
dealer's catalog at $18,500. The sec-
ond copy, sold in the Fall installment,
brought $10,500. Another copy of
General Order No. 9 made the news
that same year when a book dealer
sued for fraud and collected several
thousand dollars from somebody who
had sold it to him as authentic.21

General Order No. 9 (Figure 14)
represents a special problem because it
seems to violate what was said earlier,
that there should be a single original
of a manuscript document. What, then,
is the story of General Order No. 9?

The best explanation is that of the
person who drafted it, General Lee's
aide-de-camp and military secretary,
Colonel Charles Marshall:

On the night of April 9th after our return
from McLean's house General Lee sat with
several of us at a fire in front of his tent,
and after some conversation about the army
and the events of the day in which his feel-
ings toward his men were strongly ex-
pressed, he told me to prepare an order to
the troops.

The next day it was raining and many
persons were coming and going, so I was
unable to write without interruption until
about 10 o'clock, when General Lee find-
ing that the order had not been prepared,
directed me to get into his ambulance,
which stood near his tent, and placed an
orderly to prevent anyone from approach-
ing us. I made a draft in pencil and took it
to General Lee who struck out a para-
graph, which he said would tend to keep
alive the feeling existing between the North
and the South, and made one or two other
changes. I then returned to the ambulance,
recopied the order and gave it to a clerk in
the office of the Adjutant General to write
in ink.

After the first draft of the order had
been made and signed by General Lee,
other copies were made for transmission to
the corps commanders and the staff of the
army. All these copies were signed by the
General and a good many persons sent
other copies which they had made or pro-
cured and obtained his signature. In this

20 See Lloyd A. Dunlap, "The Grant-Lee Surrender Correspondence," Manuscripts 21 (Spring
1969): 78-91.

21 Washington Post, 13 July 1978.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://prim

e-pdf-w
aterm

ark.prim
e-prod.pubfactory.com

/ at 2025-06-29 via free access



Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 35

Figure 14

FACSIMILE: Another R. R. Donnelley and Sons Company reproduction. The original of this copy of Robert E.
Lee's General Order No. 9 is presumably in the hand of a headquarters clerk, Army of Northern Virginia, and
signed by Lee.
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way many of the orders had the General's
name signed as if they were originals.22

The first draft, in Colonel Marshall's
hand and with Lee's changes, was be-
lieved lost until it was found during
the Civil War bicentennial. The copy
reproduced on page 35 is of one of
the copies presumably made by the
clerks, signed by Lee, and sent to the
Chief of Engineers, Army of Northern
Virginia. There is only one known copy
that Lee wrote out in his own hand.
That copy is at Washington and Lee
University where he served as presi-
dent.

So there were, by the end of the day
of 10 April 1865, the following copies:
Colonel Marshall's draft, which Lee
corrected and approved; a fair copy
that Marshall made from the draft; a
copy made from the fair copy and
signed by Lee; and the official copies
that the headquarters clerks made and
that Lee signed and sent to his corps
commanders and staff. Apparently the
corps commanders made and trans-
mitted copies to their divisions; and
clerks at that level may have made cop-
ies for the regimental commanders.
And perhaps the chain continued be-
low that. By the end of the day there
probably were still other copies, offi-
cial and unofficial, copied from these.
From that day on and as long as Lee
lived, men who had served under him,
and others, made copies for him to
sign, which he seems to have done will-
ingly on request. Many others made
careful copies, imitating his signature,
with no intent of fraud; they merely

wanted as exact a copy as possible of
the farewell of the commander they
idolized. And then there were the in-
evitable facsimiles. Louis Manarin,
State Archivist of Virginia, who was
with the Virginia and the North Caro-
lina Bicentennial Commissions, is the
person most familiar with the various
versions. He estimates there may be
between fifty and a hundred extant
copies that Lee actually signed.23

Any archivist, curator, or librarian
who likes the excitement of living dan-
gerously can have himself a ball by be-
coming involved as an expert witness
for original signed copies of Lee's
General Order No. 9. In the case men-
tioned of the alleged fraud, the sale
was based on the opinions of a librar-
ian and a historian. The news account
quoted the librarian, "It appeared to
be an original."24

Almost all copies bear in Lee's hand
only nine letters, "R. E. Lee, Genl."
For making a decision as to authentic-
ity, that isn't much to go on (or, for a
forger, not much to practice on).

This is as good a point as any to dis-
cuss what expressing opinions about
handwriting involves, particularly when
other persons relying on such opinions
may invest large sums of money. Con-
sider the Clifford Irving-Howard
Hughes case a few years ago. Irving,
an established novelist of adventure-
some bent, with no experience as a
forger, furnished McGraw-Hill, one of
the largest and canniest of publishers,
with a nine-page letter in what he said
was Howard Hughes's own handwrit-

22 An Aide de Camp of Lee /Being the Papers of Colonel Charles Marshall, Sometime Aide-de-Camp, Military
Secretary and Assistant Adjutant General on the Staff of Robert E. Lee, edited by Major General Sir Frederick
Maurice (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1927), pp. 275-76.

23 Manarin is planning to publish an account of the various versions of General Order No. 9 which
will include their locations.

24 Washington Post, 13 Julyl978.
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ing. To get an opinion on its authentic-
ity, McGraw-Hill gave this sample to
the best-known American document
examiners, a third-generation firm.
After comparing this sample with ex-
emplars, known examples, of
Hughes's handwriting, the experts re-
ported:
. . . in spite of the prodigious quantity of
writing contained in the questioned docu-
ments, careful study has failed to reveal
any features which raise the slightest ques-
tion as to the common identity of all the
specimen and questioned signatures and
continuous writing.

Their conclusion was:

These basic factors, we believe, make it im-
possible as a practical matter, based on our
years of experience in the field of ques-
tioned handwriting and signatures, that
anyone other than the writer of the speci-
mens could have written the questioned
signatures and continuous writing.25

Another expert assured McGraw-
Hill, "The chances that another person
could copy this handwriting even in a
similar way are less than 1 in a mil-
lion."26

As a result of these assurances
McGraw-Hill got a $750,000 lesson in
handwriting identification, and Clif-
ford Irving eventually went to prison.

This is not to say that keepers of
documents should not express opin-
ions; it is to say that they should be
aware of the possible consequences.

An archivist with the courage of his
convictions about his ability as a hand-
writing expert should be prepared to
find himself in a darkened courtroom
with two slide projectors projecting side
by side on a screen a greatly magnified

Lee signature known to be genuine,
and the signature in question. At that
point it won't be enough to tell a judge
or jury that the signatures look alike.
The archivist is entering a specialist's
world of style characteristics, varia-
tions, slope, size, letter design, letter
structure, letter spacing, initial strokes,
terminal strokes, connecting strokes,
terminal spurs, pen lifts, hiatuses,
shadings, line quality, alignment, and
so on. In terms such as these he will be
expected to explain why he is positive
that the same hand wrote both signa-
tures. Waiting to cross-examine him
will be a lawyer, perhaps with long ex-
perience, determined to destroy the
archivist's credibility. And following
him will be a document examiner, a
veteran who has attacked the authen-
ticity of hundreds of signatures on wills
and checks, who will painstakingly
point out, in those technical terms al-
ready mentioned, why not a single
hand but separate hands wrote the two
signatures, "R. E. Lee, Genl.," that
appear side by side on the screen.

The Civil War documents are the
last, chronologically, that give much
trouble. Reproductions of twentieth-
century documents seem not to attract
the true believers. None have yet tried
to sell back to the National Archives re-
productions of Richard Nixon's letter
of resignation, for example. One rea-
son is that most institutions such as the
presidential libraries who make and
sell reproductions of their modern
documents now clearly label them as
facsimiles. Another may be that it is
hard to come up with a plausible ro-
mantic story about the discovery of an

25 Stephen Fay, Lewis Chester, and Magnus Linklater, Hoax (New York: Bantam Books, 1972), p.
130.

26 Ibid., p. 98.
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important document dated within
one's own lifetime.

However, the twentieth century has
seen some superb reproductions of a
few eighteenth and nineteenth-cen-
tury documents. Mary Benjamin dis-
cusses some of these. She expresses a
tempered admiration of a good fac-
simile and the perfectionist who pro-
duced it. "That the latter should get a
rating of 'Excellence' for his work and
the honesty of his intentions is a fact
that will not cheer collectors who years
after pay handsome sums for his items
and then learn they do not own genu-
ine originals."27

A good example of the kind of re-
production she had in mind was pro-
duced in Richmond, Virginia, ten years
before the publication of her book. It
was a facsimile of a brief letter that
Thomas Jefferson on 27 November
1803 wrote to Craven Peyton. (See
Figure 4.)

In this letter Jefferson suggested that
he might pay a debt to Peyton on the
installment plan. This sentiment ap-
pealed to the Morris Plan Bank of Vir-
ginia. In 1936 the bank printed and
distributed to its customers 30,000
copies, with an accompanying letter
that began: "In 1803 Thomas Jeffer-
son needed the Morris Plan." A year
or two later the bank ordered a second
printing of 17,000. Later there were
several smaller printings.

The Richmond printers, using a line
engraving, made a careful reproduc-
tion, imitating the texture, color, crease
lines, and imperfections, including the
broken edges.

Though the paper appears authen-
tic it has a modern watermark, "Sul-
grade Laid." Also, the backing of the

single-sheet original letter is repro-
duced separately as an envelope, with
the addressee's name, address, post-
mark, and presidential frank. This an-
ticipates by about forty years the use in
this country of the separate envelope.

By 1941 one of the facsimiles was
front-page news in the Richmond
Times-Dispatch under the headline
"Letter Found in An Old Chest Be-
lieved Penned by Jefferson." This re-
sulted, before the truth emerged, in
two front-page articles, two editorials,
a photographic illustration of the let-
ter, and 1,500 lines of publicity. The
newspaper's switchboard lit up with
106 calls from Virginians having the
same letter.

By 1944 Time was reporting "an
original Jefferson letter was found last
week in a Virginia mountain cabin."
Meanwhile the owner of the original, a
resident of Staunton, Virginia, had to
defend his claim against those who
were convinced that theirs, not his, was
the true original.

In 1955 the Philadelphia Inquirer was
reporting the discovery of the letter.
In the same year somebody found it,
with the usual publicity, in an old desk
in Knoxville, Tennessee. In 1961 the
press services reported that a house-
wife in Vincennes, Indiana, opened a
book once owned by her grandmother
and there it was. This find made News-
week, which reproduced the letter and
a picture of Jefferson, pen in hand.
There have probably been other pub-
licized findings. There is no reason to
believe there won't be others in years
to come.

The original of the letter is now in
the Manuscript Division of the Alder-
man Library at the University of Vir-

Benjamin, Autographs, pp. 183-86.
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ginia. There, also, is Jefferson's letter-
press copy of the letter, along with a
number of the facsimiles.

The art of reproducing historic
American documents reached its high-
est state in five facsimiles created in re-
cent years by the Graphic Conserva-
tion Department of the R. R. Donnelley
and Sons Company. Fortunately for all
concerned, Donnelley marks its repro-
ductions as facsimiles. The documents
reproduced, always in limited num-
bers and for special purposes, are the
John Dunlap official printing of the
Declaration of Independence, Wash-
ington's letter of 14 April 1789 to
John Langdon accepting the presi-
dency, Lincoln's letter about the two
sons who wanted to work, the Everett
copy of the Gettysburg Address, and
one of the first-day copies of General
Order No. 9.

Finally, the National Archives was
offered some documents which, if ac-
cepted, would have involved a difficult
determination of authenticity. The of-
fer came eventually to me. Following,
in full, was my answer:

Dear Mr :
Your letter concerning a possible repos-

itory for certain writings you believe to be
in the handwriting of God has been for-
warded to this office.

What to do? As a good bureaucratic
federal archivist, I was able, by calling
on the provisions of the 1950 Records
Act, to avoid having to determine
whether these writings were gospel,
facsimile, fake, or phony.

The National Archives is the repository
for the permanently valuable records of
the Federal Government only. Documents
such as you have would not, therefore, be
eligible for deposit here.

Thank you for calling these documents
to our attention.

Common Newspaper Reproductions

These descriptions include the tests to
apply to each that distinguish between
an original and a reproduction. These
descriptions are based on issuances that
the Library of Congress Serials Divi-
sion drafted and has used for years to
answer inquiries. They include loca-
tions of known copies of originals. This
last may come in handy for the hard-
core true believers. You can invite them
to journey to the nearest such location
and make their own comparisons.

The Boston News-Letter
24 April 1704

This is the first issue of the first reg-
ularly published American newspaper.
John Campbell, postmaster of Boston,
supplied written newsletters to the
governors of the New England colo-
nies for at least a year before he made
use of the printing press. His weekly
was "Published by Authority," "Printed
by Bartholomew] Green," and "Sold
by Nicholas Boone, at his Shop near the
Old Meeting-House." It was printed
on both sides of a single sheet of fool-
scap size. (Figure 15.)

With as small an edition as this first
News-Letter must have had, it is sur-
prising to find evidence of two type-
settings, but a copy at the Massachu-
setts Historical Society varies from
other known originals in many details
although the type font is the same.
Possibly the type was pied before the
desired number of copies had been
printed, and thus had to be reset.
Among many variances it is enough to
note that in the first printing the first
paragraph of the "Advertisement" at
the end of page 2 in soliciting adver-
tising states that "all persons . . . may
have the same Inserted at Reasonable
Rate; from Twelve Pence to Five Shill-
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- fiade the Nation that their pretended King is a
» Protdbnt in his Heart, th<>' he A <r: s not declare it

while under the Fow'T.of Fiance, that he is ac
quainted with the Wiifiikss of his Father's Go-'
Vernment, will govenc v̂ j more according to Law,
and endear himfelf to hn,Subje&.

They magnifie tbe Striygtn of their own Party,
and the Weakneft and Dnjfipgs of the other, m
order to facilitate and hjftefi tieif Undertaking;
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, - J t$M t dlM it* »n i$ liHTiktf- And for
I-.:-.! ruininf us Nipf I d FrtHtrand h'$ L±m ly*
And !...•• mt Kmgnjll i.., .re him by his Troops,
it tver be be Mljnd. fee will i;-f to fecure

^hisownDvbt, b.ft.»r»: th^lc "Is^ps U'uvc Britd&ti
' .j The* Pi'- tend.-r b-ijig a goui i*rutiiL-nt «i the Ber.ctt_

and Hemijh bcbe<»ls. he will never think bin*!1-If
iuffKKT.tly avenafd, but by the utter Ru'ne of his
PrAtcftunt Subj-.as, b .th us H n-tkki and Tractors.
Xb̂ * brcQiucn, his pretended Mother, who in
cold Blood whrn fhe was Qjieen i^Bntmm^ a.dvis'd
m turn the Weft off Se$tiand into a burning Field*
will be then for doing fe by the grcuuft p.»rt of the
Nation , and, no dtHfbt, i§ At P^iiis to h*ivc her pre>
-ended Son educated to her own Mind: Xhertforc»
ie fays, it were a great M^dmfs in the lotion t<>

hike a Prince bred up in the horrid School «fl«gra*
t^tude, P.'rf'ccution ^nd Cruelty, and lilted" \vith
Rage and Envy. The Jjtce^itt$y he fays, both ttv
Szeitmd and at St. Gtrmmm* are impatient under
their prefent Straits, .sod knowing their Cirairn-
il'nces cannot be mach worft than they are, at
preicnt, arc the more inclinable to the Undertaking,
He adds, That tkc Ftencli King knows there cannot
hi' a more efte&u.il way for himfttf to anwe at the
Univer^i Monarchy, and co mine the Proteftanc
Int^hft, man by ietoftg up the Pretender upon the
Throne of Great Britam, he will in all probability

not but reap lb
three Nations. • •

\ From all this the Au&or concludes it to be tn t
I Intereft of the Nation, to provide foj? Self deJFence;

anî  feys, that as many Bare already taken the
Alarm, and are furniihing themselves with ArtaS
an4 Ammunition, he hopes the Government will
not only allow it, Ijat encourage it, .'met the. N •ti-«
en (.night all to appear as ooe Man irr the i>rfe**e.

Figure 15 American Antiquarian Society

ORIGINAL: The first issue of the first regularly published American newspaper, The Boston News-Letter of
24 April 1704.
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ings, and not to exceed: Who may
agree with Nicholas Boone for the
same . . .," whereas the second type-
setting directs them to "agree with
John Campbel Post-master of
Boston."

There have been more than ten re-
prints of this paper. Several reprints
are broadsides with additional matter
on margins and back such as: "The
First Steam Railroad Passenger Train
in America," "First Newspaper ever
Printed in America," "Authorities or
Proof," "Antique Curiosities," "The
First American Flag," etc. Reprints
are easily distinguished from the orig-
inal, as follows-

1. The title in the original is of well-formed
Roman capitals and lower case letters.
The reprint title is a roughly cut imita-
tion with heavier, uneven letters: e.g.,
the "s" in "News" slants decidedly in-
stead of standing upright.

2. The period after the title is round in the
original and roughly diamond shaped
in the reprints.

3. The original has the catchword "of
below column two of the first page
against the right margin; this is not
found in the reprints.

4. The line of Gothic type, "Published by
Authority," under the title in the orig-
inal, has in its final word a 2-shaped let-
ter "r". This ancient form of the "r"
does not appear in any reprint exam-
ined.

5. The colophon or imprint at the bottom
of page 2 in the original has a length
equal to the width of the type page; in
the reprints this line is shorter.28

The American Antiquarian Society
has suggested a further test: The orig-
inal has "Defence" as the last word of

the last line of the front page, with the
catchword "of underneath; the fac-
simile does not have the catchword.29

Originals have been reported at the
American Antiquarian Society, the
Massachusetts Historical Society, the
New-York Historical Society, and frag-
ments at the Harvard College Library
and the Library of Congress.

The New-England Courant, Boston
11 February 1723

The New-England Courant, No. 80, 11
February 1723, was the first publica-
tion issued under the imprint of Ben-
jamin Franklin. The date line reads
"From Monday February 4. to Monday
February 11. 1723." The Courant was
established by James Franklin on 7
August 1721 as the third regularly is-
sued newspaper in Boston. In its col-
umns James Franklin gave offense to
the Massachusetts General Court,
which ordered his imprisonment and
the suppression of the paper. To avoid
this censorship, Benjamin Franklin,
who had been his older brother's ap-
prentice, was released from his inden-
ture and the paper was printed there-
after under his name.

This issue has been reprinted nine
or more times. Several of the reprints
carry the notice, "Fac-Simile of the
first Paper ever issued by Franklin."
Such reprints were printed in 1856,
1876, 1888, and 1896, and still oth-
ers have no date and no notice.

Reprints differ from the originals in
various details. The text of the original
reads as follows:

Page 1, column 1, line 1: "The late Pub-
lisher of this Paper, finding so many".

28 Library o f Congres s . Refe rence D e p a r t m e n t . Serial Division. Information Circular 5 (Revised 1957).
H e r e a f t e r cited as LC Information Circular.

29 Joyce Ann Tracy, Curator of Newspapers, American Antiquarian Society, to the author, 17 May

1978.
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Page 1, column 1, last line: "his Face, which
splits it from his Forehead in a".

Page 1, column 2, last line: "Body of Forces
in readiness to embark on the first No";
and below this at the right lower corner
is the catchword "rice" to show the be-
ginning of the first line at the top of
page 2.

Copies that do not agree in these
details are reprints.30

Originals are reported at American
Antiquarian Society, the British Li-
brary, Massachusetts Historical Soci-
ety, and Rutgers University Library.

The New-England Weekly Journal, Bos-
ton
8 April 1728

The New-England Weekly Journal was
established by Samuel Kneeland at
Boston, 20 March 1727. On 3 July of
that year, Timothy Green became as-
sociated with him. The issue of 8 April
1728 (Figure 16), volume "B, Numb.
LV." has been reprinted. The reprint
is a very close copy of the original, but
the two can be distinguished from each
other by the following points:

1. The original is on rag paper, having as
watermarks a double fleur-de-lis and
parallel chain lines that are alternately
1 inch and % inch apart. The reprint is
also on rag paper but lacks the water-
marks.

2. The type of "The New-England" in
the title of the original measures )4 inch
high, while the same letters in the re-
print measure only 3/i6 inch high.

Copies of the reprint are rather nu-
merous.31

Originals are reported at Massachu-
setts Historical Society, Boston Ath-
enaeum, Library of Congress, Boston

Public Library, Clements Library (Llni-
versity of Michigan), and Harvard
University.

Pennsylvania Gazette, Philadelphia
24 December 1728

This issue of this newspaper is
"Numb. I." of the second newspaper
to be published in Philadelphia. Pub-
lished by Samuel Keimer, the full title
was The Universal Instructor in all Arts
and Sciences: and Pennsylvania Gazette.
On 2 October 1729, when Benjamin
Franklin and Hugh Meredith became
the publishers, the title was shortened
to The Pennsylvania Gazette.

Reprints are on heavy modern rag
paper showing a ribbed effect against
the light.32

The three known copies of the orig-
inal issue are in the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, the Library Company
of Philadelphia, and the State Histor-
ical Society of Wisconsin.

The New-Hampshire Gazette, Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire
7 October 1756

The New-Hampshire Gazette, With the
Freshest Advices Foreign and Domestick,
Numb. 1, Thursday, 7 October 1756,
was the first newspaper published in
New Hampshire. It was established by
Daniel Fowle, who went to Portsmouth
after a brief imprisonment in Boston,
where he was charged with printing
and selling a pamphlet severely criti-
cizing some members of the Massachu-
setts House of Representatives.

The Library of Congress has four
reprints which seem to be from a sin-
gle typesetting, although no two are on
the same quality paper. On 6 October

30 LC Information Circular 9 (Revised 1955).
31 LC Information Circular 10 (Revised 1955).
32 LC Information Circular 14 (Revised 1955).
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B " • " '"•"' *-"'. ' . . ' 7 : ; • " " . NUMB. LY.

The NEW-ENGLAND

Weekly JOURNAL
Containing the moft Remarkable Occurrences foreign 8c Domcflkk.'

• Monday April 8, 1 7 2 8 , . : , " \
* There are +deafures concerting for rentjring

tbir Paper yet more univerfatty tfleemed^and
ujejul^ in vtbjcb 'tis bap'd the rubiick wilt
be gratifydt and'by which tfafe Gentlemen
xaho defire so he intprsp'd in Btftery, Pbilth
fopby,Pc8try, S3C mil be greatly advantaged.
We will take tbt liberty et this time to in-

fert tbt fstbviin^

« porifig upon Book*
* icrviceabit, btt' the

WereTI5 not -tlte underfill
th« makes s.Man - . .- - ,
knowing the tm; Nature of Thing*.
frwUice rubttltHted in tie room •fSpecmuwn,

tfte'good BftVctsof Kriowkslge would bttorBe a*V'f'
the* are fXCtlknt. An MUme of .the Trusfe «*£ which,"
i jfluttmeci in the following RHauan.

« It JJ not out of Come Men's Remembrance, that a
Ycung Gentleman, of no Fortune, a Student of Oxford,
ftfl in Love with an tnn-kcepM-t Daughter of that Town,
w bole Circjimlti nee* were very narrow j he had Philology
enough to defpifeftipttftaout Wealth} and Judgment1 to
forefectrteKectflity of a Competency to-Live-, but Love
was toad-lirong, and too hard for Reafon , fa that alter
aYearortWo'i irnff.ftual Delay, they bid Defiance to
their Staft, and had Courage ênough -to mariir. T&e

-*-• • " *Wifr, tod loft • f eijowOlip, UW OnlJ

imaica If. His HxctUtncy ,
Captain- Central,
Council the %ifl

Gentttmm,

1AM r>«t Inrenfibfe of trie Dif£.-«!ttej which lit thi»
time Attend the £«cutioa of that Trull with whicH "
the KiHG hii Honour'd tat, nor low unc^uai I srd '

to ic; but fince tic ha* thought iirtodo it J fb41 Uy no more
ot that, but do my befi: X think f an fxfe and it cure in '
my Intcntiofif, as to Failing* or Error* in Jaigmcist,' year
Stafonab'e Advice, (to which i i&jre you { fhMI ever pay
alt Due Regard) may cither prevent or rectify them,

You, Gentlemen, fie -under the f-tms ObligatiOitt wklt
we, to give all'Attemion to the Intereli 4R3 gafe of f|i*
Majcliy'i Government here,« you are'aifo deeply Interetted

in preittvingtrie Peace, and promotiog the ptofpirity o£
Your G«untry^fhich are f*r from feeing InceoipataW;
arid whoever ftt&ab'ou't to fepjrate them, even in hit Tho*(tt
niuft do it tfpari the oJioui Suppo^tisn of LivvUfi Power
on the one Hand, or a Spirit ot Sedition oft the other. •

?nerc are fomc Inlin|Stioni which f ?m Commanded to
Communicate to you, wr.ich I ffiill dtf, fo fooa >s XJH

more Lcifuff, artct fhill Exprc^ and Reiy upon Tcu*
Advice io Came M-»t«ri of Conf'quence to Hi**
Scrviar, and the lnterelt of chit Country.

Tbt Cottmih 4nf»*r.

* t he Xrm-kMper often upbraided. tie Bfrdegraom.wjtft
;the barren-Hifeeh of hi* Leaning, Wd "thought k <rery
itranige, t\ he «fcj[ miyht, that while tvery Budy told
him hii Son-inXiw WJ> a great Scholar, hii Whole Srock
of Knowledge could not help him to one Pinny ot hit
own getting.
* Six or Seven Momfn after tftii Marriage, tbefather-
in-La» di«, mifer-biy poor, and the Credit, wrbieh hi*
Induity maintaii*4 in hii Ltff-time, dyin&with him, the
Goodt he Ift bfhjnii were ftit'don by hii Creditors, Jtid
the 5ut£tst and his ycuiig Wife turu'dout of Poors, jlo
eat: the Bread of providence, where they could fiad it.
( The Wife had a .Relation in "town, unable to contfi-
bute any great Afiiltancr; She took them however into
a Girret of her Houfc, where the Man could only wa*te
hii HOIKS ber\vccii HooV* ar>d Sjglis, while the Partner
of hit Sorrow* made hardShiffto piekijp'a Support by"
Knitting gtockingstw a Certain poorPrice for (Very Pair,
* At Uit,by a growing Eelly, their Cam at once became
more weighty, and iheir Patience tcf» fortify'd ; Thtir
ooly Su'ijtit of trteir COfiVcrfidcn now, wii their Me.
lmcholy Dread qf wbat would Btcome of the poor lolant,
who was to be born a Beggar.
f Buc fitting conftintSy together Ham Morninj*to Night,
the Scholar often fixMrsi* Eye* with itedfatt Ofcfcivation
on the Motion ot his Wife's Fbger*, in the dexnwu*
Mipaeenuni: oj" her Heed!": Be took It Into hii Sma-
gmatior*, that it wai net iotptft&Ie to conth9e a Jit tic
jLsem, which might do the Work with much more Ex-
pedition. 'Ink Thought he communicated to hit Wile,
and ja'tu'i, tijs Head to her IH*ndi, the Endcivour fuc*
ceeded to their With; and thus the ingenious Stoitim-
hoont, which ii lo common now, w» flrli uyetttcd, by
which h'e did not only make himfelf and his family
tappy. ^ut hat kit hii NatjOD iadebted to him Ear a
Benefit, which enables them to export Silk Sroclcings in
great Qa^.tities, and to a vaS Advantage, to th«fe very
Countrif*, from whence before, ibey «*d to bring tfiem
at cotitiicrabie Lsisir»iheB»lance oi their TrafficV.

" '•Maf it fi—ff ya y, \.

WE thank Your £xo^ie,icy tor thil Xour Kind JD:cIa3
ration, atid do with the greatdtS« cerity Congratu-

i3tc Your ExceUency'i f>fe Arrtfui to thi» Country. We
HKIH grateftiily Acknowledge Bit Mijetty'i Wifdtdi in
His Choice of Your Exceiltncy for our Governour at, this-
criticalJuf)fture,which ntct£triiy rrquirel 2 Perfon of Youf
ExceHeiicy'f Abilities & Known Experience HxGsfernt&tnt;

We return our molt HesrtyTnankf to your Eiccilency f«c
the favourable Sentiments you arc pjealed to entcrtaio ot ut*
We bope our Conduct has been, and wSH be, always fUch »
muft siemodfimr, tnat we hare no View or fnclinarioo
of running into the Extrearfii, either of being Afhitrarv
6a the ewe Hand, or oi tumiog Liberty into Uctnriotl&ro
on the other.

We beg tetve to jffurc Your EiceBcBC? ehtt we 0nl!,to
the utmolt ot our Power, both by our Adfice&.Afliltance,
endeavour to promote Bis Msjdiy* and the Countty*t I»-
tcreli, which We take to be the only Mcani oi rendfiog
Tour Excellency Eafy and H*j?$>y during Tour AJmini-
Itration.

His £*etB»my'i fapty-
Gtntlemtn,

I Am Fxtream!y Obliged to you, and }3Jve yofit tnyftsirty
Ttuuks for the geodOpinifti you tie pkafed to entertain

of me, but more for the Kind A^rancct you have giten
me of your Advice and Affitiartcc in the £xtcattao of the
3'rufi r«pof«d j 0 me. From the Confidence I have in toe
jjood Efftft of that I fluter my felt with ti* Frofp:£t ot
Eilc in my Admitiiftfation and Government, and ts*fg««j
rity to tiioi'e »h» «re ta live tinder it.

, OHfiter %t,
. O& WedneKay latt a i'atcnt piiVd the Seal*, confliruttrg
the Rt- Bos. the lard St. Gcotge, Vice Admiral of the
fro vine* oi Comiiiignt in the Kingdom of Ireland.

Tfte Beginning ot this Week Dr. John Friend, and Dr.
Aiesaoder Stewart were intr»duced to their Majtftits, and
had the HonviK ta kifi their Handi en being ^peioted
fbjficiiM in Ordinary 10 the Qa«% ' " t*

Figure 16 Library of Congress

ORIGINAL: Often reprinted, the 8 April 1728 issue of The New-England Weekly Journal contains the
history of the invention of the "Stocking Loom."
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1856, The Gazette held a centennial cel-
ebration and reprints of its first issue
were made and distributed from the
original press, which was set up in a
hayrack and operated during the pa-
rade. This reprint was probably copied
by those produced later, since all ex-
amined have the same variances from
the original. One reprint carries below
its imprint this line: "Stereotyped by
H. O. Houghton & Co., Riverside,
Cambridge, 1856."

A fifth reprint, made from plates
borrowed from the New Hampshire
Historical Society, appears in The New-
England Historical & Genealogical Reg-
ister and Antiquarian Journal, volume
26, April 1872, as an illustration for
"The New-Hampshire Gazette, the Oldest
Newspaper in America," communi-
cated by Frank W. Miller, Esq. The
separate printing of the same article,
Boston, 1872, also has the reproduc-
tion.

A comparison of the several reprints
in the Library of Congress with a pho-
tostat of the original in the Massachu-
setts Historical Society shows that they
differ in various details. The original
reads as follows:

Title uses a hyphen in "New-Hampshire."
Page 1, paragraph 4, line 3, "Knowlege"

is spelled without "d."
Page 1, last line, "Complaint on that

Score."
Page 2, line 5, "gence, provided they be

sent free from Charge."
Page 2, column 1, paragraph 4, last line,

"French between 4 & 5000."
Page 2, column 2, paragraph 6, last line,

"ries eight Guns, besides Swivels, and is
a good Sailer."

Copies differing from these details are
reprints.33

The only known originals are at the
Portsmouth Athenaeum and the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society.

The Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal
12 March 1770

Among the five newspapers pub-
lished in Boston in 1770, The Boston-
Gazette, and Country Journal of 12 March
1770, published by Edes & Gill, (Fig-
ure 17) gave the fullest account of the
Boston Massacre, which had occurred
on 5 March. Its story was set between
heavy mourning leads and illustrated
with a cut of four coffins from a plate
made by Paul Revere.

There were two four-page editions
of the Gazette for 12 March 1770. The
first was accompanied by a supplement
of the same date carrying advertising;
the second had pages 1, 2, and 3 iden-
tical with the first, but page 4 carried
advertising taken in part from page 4
of the first edition and in part from the
supplement. To distinguish between
these two editions it is only necessary
to note the first item on page 4, col-
umn 1. The first edition has "To the
New England Man," and the second
edition, "Just published and sold by
Edes & Gill . . . North-American Al-
manack, and Massachusetts Register,
for the Year 1770."

There are a dozen or more spurious
reprints of the second edition, but they
are not exact facsimiles. The Library
of Congress recommends that the fol-
lowing tests be applied to a copy to de-
termine whether or not it is an origi-
nal:

1. In the caption beneath the title on page
1, "freshest" is set with two old-style
letters"s".

: LC Information Circular 11 (Revised 1957).
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Figure 17 . ' . " " . ' . . '
6 American Antiquarian Society

bZG2NN^ Tl B , ° S , t O n - G a f " £ . a n d Country journal, 12 March 1770, reporting the Boston Massacre,
page I. Note the partial view of coffins on the facing page.
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2. Page 1, column 1, the two-line quota-
tion from Shakespeare has the first line
indented farther than the second.

3. Page 1, column 1, paragraph I, line 5
ends with "has".

4. Page 1, column 1, paragraph 2, line 3,
first word is "production," not "pub-
lication."

5. Page 1, column 2, paragraph 8 (third
from bottom), line 3 ends with
"Lillie," instead of carrying last sylla-
ble, "lie," down to the fourth line
with resulting displacement of "all"
and "&" in the two following lines.

The line-up of the paragraphs on
pages 2 and 3 of all reprints examined
differs greatly from that of the origi-
nal. Some examples follow:

6. Page 2, column 2, last line in original,
"of this horrid Massacre, the Bells were
set a Ringing and".

7. Page 2, column 3, last line in original,
"Meeting was Dissolved".

8. Page 3, column 1, paragraph 1, last
line in original, "in the Commander's
Assurances have happily prevented".

9. Page 3, column 1, paragraph 2, last
line in original, "the bloody Massacre
of the Monday Evening preceeding!"

10. Page 3, column 1, paragraph 3, last
line in original, "surpass Descrip-
tion".34

Originals are reported at American
Antiquarian Society, Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston Athenaeum,
Boston Public Library, New York Pub-
lic Library, Library of Congress, Har-
vard University, Yale University, New-
York Historical Society, British Li-
brary, Clements Library (University of
Michigan), New York State Library,
Duke University Library, and the His-
torical Society of Pennsylvania.

The Maryland Journal, and the Baltimore
Advertiser
20 August 1773

The Maryland Journal, and the Balti-
more Advertiser of Friday, 20 August
1773, is the first issue, "Vol. I, Numb.
I," of the first newspaper published
in Baltimore. William Goddard was the
editor and publisher. It has been re-
printed eight or more times.

All reprints have the announcement
by William Goddard, "To the Public,"
filling the first column of the first page,
and the heading, "My Lord," at the
top of the second column. In the orig-
inal, the Goddard article runs over two
inches into the second column.35

Another difference to be noted is
that the word Public in the original is
set in regular type; in reprints it is in
italics. Most reprints appear to be cop-
ies of the first reprint, which was not
an exact facsimile of the original.36

Originals are reported at the Mary-
land Historical Society and the Ameri-
can Antiquarian Society.

The Massachusetts Spy Or, American Ora-
cle of Liberty, Worcester, Massachusetts
3 May 1775

The Massachusetts Spy Or, American
Oracle of Liberty of Wednesday, 3 May
1775, is "Vol. V, Numbr. 219." (Fig-
ure 18.) It was published by Isaiah
Thomas, an outstanding newspaper
editor and publisher of the time, after
his removal from Boston to avoid the
British troops. At least one facsimile
has been made.

The type of the words "Massachu-
setts Spy" in the title is elaborately or-
namented with flourishes which often
cause it to be misread "Massachusetts

34 LC Information Circular 4 (Revised 1957).
35 LC Information Circular 7 (Revised 1957).
38 R. W. G. Vail, Librarian, American Antiquarian Society, to Joseph Gavit, 17 December 1931.
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Figure 18 American Antiquarian Society

ORIGINAL: This copy of the Massachusetts Spy for 3 May 1775 bears the note, "This News-paper is the first
Thing ever printed in Worcester. —Isaiah Thomas." It is not the first issue of the paper which had previously been
printed in Boston.
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Sun." Above the title are the words,
"Americans!—Liberty or Death!—Join
or Die!"

The Library of Congress has the first
two pages of an original of this issue
printed on rag paper showing the usual
parallel chain line watermarks an inch
apart. A facsimile reproduction is
readily distinguished from the original
by the absence of the chain lines. The
lower margin of the first page of the
reprint bears the notation, "This News-
paper is the first Thing ever printed in
Worcester—Isaiah Thomas." This in-
scription shows that the reproduction
was made from the original in the
American Antiquarian Society at
Worcester, since that copy bears
Thomas's note. Possibly the facsimile
was made in 1876.37

Originals are reported at American
Antiquarian Society, Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston Public Li-
brary, Library of Congress, State His-
torical Society of Wisconsin, Worcester
Public Library, New York Public Li-
brary, Harvard University, University
of Chicago, and the Western Reserve
Historical Society.

The New-York Morning Post
7 November 1783

The issue of The New-York Morning
Post of 7 November 1783, "Vol. Ill,
Numb. 155," (Figure 19) containing
Washington's farewell to the Army,
has been reprinted several times. Re-
prints differ from the original in nu-
merous respects. The following details
are sufficient to distinguish the origi-
nals from the reprints:
1. The rules immediately above and below

the date line in the original have breaks
near the right-hand end.

2. The index hand at the left of the
printer's notice in the heading of the
original is small and in outline; that in
the reprints shows the closed fingers.

3. In the fourth column of page 1, Samuel
Loudon's "To the Public" is divided
into six paragraphs in the original; re-
prints have five paragraphs only.

4. On page 3 of the original, "General
Washington's Farewel Orders to the
Armies of the United States" fills col-
umn 1 and all but three lines of column
2; in reprints it continues some 2 Vi
inches into column 3.38

Originals are reported at the Ameri-
can Antiquarian Society and the Brit-
ish Library.

Gazette of the United States, New York
2 May 1789

The issue of the Gazette of the United
States bearing the date line, "From
Wednesday, April 29, to Saturday, May
2, 1789," (Figure 20) has an account
of Washington's first inauguration on
Thursday, 30 April 1789. For this rea-
son it has been reprinted several times.

The Library of Congress has an
original of this issue and three differ-
ent reprints. The original is on rag pa-
per showing chain line watermarks one
inch apart. The reprints are:
1. A true facsimile but on wood pulp pa-

per.
2. A reprint on poor paper having on page

1:
a. in center, a portrait of Washington;
b. on right margin,"Gen. Geo. Wash-

ington's Inauguration, Our First
President, 1789";

c. below title, "Copyright by Back
Number Budd, 1280 Broadway,
N.Y."

3. Another, probably from the same plates
as no. 2, but without the copyright no-

37 LC Information Circular 8 (Revised 1957).
38 LC Information Circular 13 (Revised 1955).
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Figure 19 American Antiquarian Society

ORIGINAL: The New-York Morning Post, 7 November 1783, page 3, reporting Washington's farewell to the

Army.
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cans ; for uoiwi iUnili»g the jjwineafe bounties
paiJ by t!\e llri;ifh govci»went for its eucourage-
nienl.rhev iu,.l.l r;u-r fucieeil until they employ-
ed Anu^ii-^Hs, «Lo are alfo very w'ell paid, and
K-e^V i1'"""! i-ea bitlicir fewice.

The dcfti-iK'ti"e influence of a declining coin-
merce at'ts like a eangrene, which unlcls timely
chir.ked \rill fooij ^re;idovcr the whole body,and
become incurable ; Kvery lover of his country
wilt therefore be foHckoun to find out foine fpee<ly
remedy for dik alarming «*I11 ther* are no f»$-
b'h aitijjuie fuifikxtii for tbf hfs sftuHimcrte : Our
firft gi-and objeCii here fore U iifrijiv"io». I pri
fume not to dieiitte or dii'cct, k U a fobjeA tliat,
will require the deepeft deliberatiuos and
learche^ oftbewifeU; and uxwtt ej*̂ >L'nenced i
ia Aiaerica fully to comprehend : ts probably be-
yet untrodeit patlia i attd to point out thofe, aiu
only thofc, tbit Jhall k-ad die Untied States to fu
ture fzioY.y mid profperity. I am fawguine ID tl'u
beUefof the pofiibllity, that we may oueday be
come a great,commercial, and flooi'iffiiine nation
but if io porfuit of [he. means, ^C JfiouM mifor
ta^af el^ lluwble again on unfundedpaper CTSHC/, oi

a fatal &nh to our national credit in its infancy,
and felaft {fee fuccefs of &* bcfl couterted plans :
Palltabives at beft ave poor jntU'sit expedjestrs, and
never to be dbplted, but in the moft defpcrati
mcurabU caufca. Paper mimi wilt io«ariably
rwre in the body politic, as ftaritous liquors oij
hainan bodv, which often prodiitB' a motaeii
relief, or giddy joy, On tf«0, of a 4^'mm -,

- " -lie brain, and lull the fin.while
thej- prey upon the ititaJU, sad ultimately dff

tray the csnfiitutinn i " Bnt while a n«ion can pre
" ferve ita credit at home, and afcroad, there an
" »« dHUcithies !o be deemed infurmou»table.'
•• T,t!.!tltdwith an .enormous debtbeyonJ the pof-

:he ercd.it''of any other naiio» OR tW g$
burthened with taxes widch her naimircr aĴ RK
nables her to ftipport; CPH« Br,rs>», ft«n fa«- 4

jfona fecred regard to alVher v.-cmjiii> ofeli-1'
ano?i&, and ,ti a^^^uciTw fort;: '•
nd her conflAiii pundtyal t&fcaarge oi tl

of all loau.& ; iho^^h jail pniergetl frm*
expeafive, nil ™ Saga •' CKKWft̂
ciaily confidercd, the ani ' .^k-i »,iihefs oi"rte«

refervolr of the trea&res of the tlol* : • the Q S
of England full and riming over ; Aiip* ill ' g l
ordUguifed)v,bntreal!yownedb7 Bririih liibjctt*.
fwarmiDij and cvideiikly taVii "* ilie ITf̂  in i*ntw

a ftMidsrt, fecretlj- poOeJiin
•y, lucrative branch of the Fr,

larly their African trade; 4rai
her Ceieniti in the eait aail we
bur little to boaii: of all thofe pr<
Peruvian harvests drawn from tl
bo Tom of her prtiljjic eartli j pri

irfe
itioji ; and wifely jej

the esclulive yoBkBtm of all

Thus, ^.- tiuiehUu-1 ,! 'H
"iffht a n a filorv of ]>i •

•,JUi^f«»**/•'"" •/ -
a the preieni: ftate.of corrupi
ravagaiice,aiid immenfe .cspf
every deparmeiit , , these a.

Atrh intltift^j'j andijhejr woni
;epti»e, foo« to lop a

of the
p
irad«

the difference of t i ree or 1
rry the trade of iJie wocld."

y ^riki on t
Mr- AMES Spreed , tha

which tbis Koafe wai sow
retult of tontmerciai ftecefut
niim he ha^ fonutd, *ad*f)

;he CtMtftt*

Figure 20

:

D£BATE gf*» tht IMPOST on MOLASSES

Juty, it a TaJd, will operate agauiit a hftao&cial
jrauiifcof cooimei-ce, carrieii on with o u r a l t i o ; -
JUC what was the ftate of i'a&& pre^itytxs To the re- ,
^olijtuni ' i ' . • {̂ ot'Wiith-*

itandingtlie anicie of nmlalSes was-thcB fi>)>jci'i io
a duty, and foreign runi was imported *l«iy iVr^ ̂
Now, there is » heavy iuty on ram, and yet this

inanuravliireof rnin was inaflourifliiiie; condition,
when it had to combat a duty, and the iafli^n of
foreign rSu-tES, it appears abfsrti tn fnppoA,
that the propofed datr , will an«ihilat(- the trade.
There is a duty upon country rtim, through the
States, yet she trade a not ilcrtroyed; and if tiWs-
duty is afiefiJsd oa molaflcs.it is evident from theft
fact* that the baportttJUm will not fee fUminiflied,
It it coiifidered by gentlemen as a aeceSkry actjeia,
of life—if this U granted, it mull alfo bo allowed,
that agieat proportion ia coaiumed tlu'ong^ the
Statra—and where melafies is not: ufed, it is uior*
than balanceii by Sugar—as that pays a teigiter

It has been faM, thai thi» duty will be fcurthen-
fome, as it will oblige the merchants to <s»creaie
their capitals—bat tail objeiSion applies to other-
branches, and muft be fabmiiced to, or vro wuik
relintjuiih the idea of 3t revenue, Xiws complaint
reft^cCtioit the filhermen ripf^e^^sill j^nnd^d 3fiiM^
draw back ii now allowed oa thedmy paM on ram,
tonfumed by tliejn. The objection arged aga i^ :
the tax on account of fniugglmg (from the biilk
and wright of this avtirieK casino* be eaii(idci-t'<!
as formidable. Mr. MadiCon was oppoft-i to the
fubSiJtiite mentioned, an excife at the diitiU h«ad,.

There wan, he obferved. an encife already apon
rum in ( V State* ; bat moialics, liebeHev^-'a, T#3>
frui twi if ada^ 'was now laid upon the latter,
he had no doubt of an ejiu-eafe iatbe fale of mm.
Should this article Ve iiruck cut of the re.port,
it wooid be iacrifiting the iutereit of thrye nijiiious
of people 'o fupjwit the iwereit of the dlftiil«-$.
This ui^y -flfill not bear harder on (iie eafteni
thaa other esaiftious will on (he foiftUein f&axes—
he waa therefore againft a liiiiiiiiution oft&efis -

• 1
i

Library of Congress

ORIGINAL: The Gazette of the United States, 2 May 1789, containing account of George Washington's

first inauguration.
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Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 51

tice, having on left margin of the first
page, "For Sale at Back Number Budd's,
1280 Broadway, M.A. Burr's, 74 Allan
Street, and all Newsdealers."

4. A reprint not in the Library of Congress
is reported to be found in the Chicago
Daily Times of April 30, 1889.39

Originals are reported at Duke Uni-
versity, Ohio Historical Society, Jersey
City Public Library, Library of Con-
gress, Princeton University, Philadel-
phia Free Library, Dartmouth Univer-
sity, Rutgers University, and the
Connecticut Historical Society.

Ulster County Gazette
4 January 1800

The Ulster County Gazette was estab-
lished 5 May 1798, at Kingston, New
York, by Samuel Freer and Son. It was
a weekly, supporting the Federalist
Party. Publication continued until
1803, when the title was changed to
Ulster Gazette and the publisher was
Samuel S. Freer, the "Son" of the ear-
lier partnership.

Reproductions of the issue for 4 Jan-
uary 1800 (Figure 2) are well known
to librarians and dealers in old books
through the great number of reprints
that are scattered over every part of
the country. There are probably more
than a hundred or more such repro-
ductions, often differing from each
other only in minor details. Almost
every private owner of one of these
honestly believes that he has an origi-
nal copy.

The reproduction of the issue of 4
January 1800 began during the first
half of the nineteenth century, prob-
ably as early as 1825. These early re-
prints were made in smaller numbers
and, as regards the paper and type
used, represent a somewhat more
careful imitation of a newspaper

printed in 1800 than do those of later
years. The Centennial Exposition of
1876 in Philadelphia saw the begin-
ning of the wholesale output of the re-
prints. At least one printing firm had
a regular contract for supplying them
and they were sold on the Exposition
grounds by the armful as historical
souvenirs. In 1877, a centennial ex-
position at Kingston, New York, of-
fered a similar opportunity. Since then,
various enterprising individuals have
continued to flood the market with
cheap and poor reproductions. Most
of the reprints from 1876 to date are
in clear, modern type and are on ma-
chine-made paper, calendared, thin,
and brittle.

It was not until November 1930 that
the first original copy was found. This
is now in the Library of Congress. An-
other original is now in the American
Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts. These are the only originals
known.

Owners of copies should apply the
following tests:

1. It should be printed on the "laid" pa-
per used in 1800, hand-made from
rags, soft, pliable, and rough in tex-
ture.

2. Besides the slender parallel chain lines
which appear throughout, 1 !/i6 to 1 1̂6
inches apart, this paper should have as
a watermark a double fleur-de-lis mea-
suring 3 Vs by 1 '%6 inches.

3. Title in italic capitals should measure
6 15/le inches in length.

4. The abbreviations "VOL." and
NUM." in the date line should be
printed in capitals and small capitals.

5. Print should show the blurred edges of
hand-inked, hand-press work.

6. Second column on page 1 should
measure 2 'A6 inches in width between
rules.

1 LC Information Circular 6 (Revised 1957).
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52 The American Archivist / January 79

7. The old-style "s" should appear fre-
quently as in the words "Published"
and "Ulster" in the heading, and in
the words "President," "House,"
"Representatives," and many more in
the text.

8. The last line of page 1, column 1,
should read "liberal execution of the
treaty of amity,".

9. One full-length mourning slug should
appear on page 1, column 2; two full-
length and five short slugs on page 2;
and two full-length slugs on page 3.

10. Mourning rules should be used be-
tween columns and across top and
bottom and along outer edge of pages
2 and 3.

11. The "Last Notice" on page 3, col-
umn 2, concerns "the estate of Johan-
nis Jansen" and should be signed by
"Johannis T. Jansen, Executor."40

The American Antiquarian Society
suggests a single, conclusive test. Un-
less the first line of the fourth column
of page 1 reads, "command the town,
and not withstanding", it is not an
original.

The Sun, New York
3 September 1833

The Sun, New York, of Tuesday, 3
September 1833, is the first issue,
"Number 1," of that newspaper. It
was published daily by Benj. H. Day,
printer, and has been reprinted by
later publishers on various anniversa-
ries: 3 September 1853, 1883, 27 Feb-
ruary to 7 March 1931, 2 September
1933, and others. Some of the reprints
bear notices to that effect, but others
are without such notice. All reprints,
however, appear to have numerous
variations from the original.

The text of the original reads as fol-
lows:

Page 1, column 1, last line of the masthead
has "Three Dollars" capitalized.

Page 1, column 1, second advertisement,
line 2, "steamboats" plural.

Page 1, column 1, second advertisement,
line 7, "Captains" plural.

Page 1, column 1, third advertisement, line
5, "Catharine" not "Catherine".

Page 1, column 1, third advertisement, line
10, "hour" singular.

Page 1, column 1, fourth advertisement,
line 2, "master" lower case.

Page 1, column 1, fourth advertisement,
line 4, "captain" lower case.

Page 1, column 1, fifth advertisement, line
2, "Tallahassee" not "Tallahasse".

Page 1, column 1, sixth advertisement, line
1, "packet ship" not "Packet ship".

Page 1, column 2, next to last line, "trible
the sum" not "treble the sum".

Page 1, column 3, second article, line 2,
misspelled "charriot".

Page 2, column 1, paragraph 3, line 2,
"almshouse" lower case.

Page 3, column 3, third advertisement, "J.
Bleeker & Sons" not "J. Bleecker &
Sons".

The reprints differ from the original
in some if not all of these details.41

Originals are reported at Alabama
Department of Archives and History,
Los Angeles Public Library, Bancroft
Library, Yale University Library, Hun-
tington (L.I.) Historical Library, Ne-
braska State Historical Society, and
Newark Public Library.

Public Ledger, Philadelphia
25 March 1836

Volume 1, number 1 of the Public
Ledger, Philadelphia, for Friday morn-
ing, 25 March 1836, has been re-
printed. The original is on rag paper
and is distinguished from the reprints
by certain details in the cut of a loco-

LC Information Circular 1 (Revised 1958).
LC Information Circular 17 (Revised 1955).
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Fakes and Facsimiles: Problems of Identification 53

motive which appears twice on page 1
and once on page 3. In the original the
front of the locomotive forms a vertical
line with the front of the smokestack;
the rear wheel is larger than the front
wheel; and the bell-like top on the back
of the locomotive has two slanting lines
projecting from its base toward the
rear. The following reprints have been
identified:

1873. This edition, printed on thin white
rag paper, shows a man standing on the
rear platform of the locomotive, and the
wheels of the locomotive are of the same
size.

1876. This edition, distributed at the
U.S. Centennial Exposition, is the same as
that of 1873, except that it is printed on a
slightly heavier grade of paper which has
shown a tendency to deteriorate.

1886. Except for being on newspaper
(sulphide) stock, this reprint is the same as
the two earlier ones.

1906. The regular edition of the Public
Ledger of 25 March 1906 mentions a re-
print of this date issued as a supplement
and gives its dimensions as 9 X 13 lh
inches. (The dimensions of the original are
10 '/2 X 14 % inches.)

1926. This Sesquicentennial Edition is
printed on newspaper stock and does not
show a man on the locomotive platform. In
addition, an asterisk appears at the bottom
of the last column of the last page.

1936. This is identical with the above ex-
cept that it bears two asterisks.

A reduced facsimile appeared in the
Public Ledger Almanac, 1889.

The Library of Congress also has a
most unusual copy of volume 1, num-
ber 1, dated Thursday morning, 24
March 1836. Its contents vary from
those of the 25 March issue only on
page 2, column 4, and page 3, columns

2, 3, and 4. It seems to be an advance
number of which only a few copies
were printed.42

Originals are found at many librar-
ies.

The Sun, Baltimore, Maryland
17 May 1837

The Sun, Baltimore, of Wednesday,
17 May 1837, is the first issue, "Vol.
I, No. I" of that newspaper. It was
published by A. S. Abell & Co.

The original and the reprints are
readily distinguished from each other
by the paragraphs at the bottom of the
second and third columns on page
one. In the original they are as follows:

The last paragraph in the second column
begins "The Public Hotels in New York
. . ." The last paragraph in third column
begins "The Mayor of New York . . ."

In the reprints these two paragraphs
are both in the third column, "The
Public Hotels in New York" being at
the bottom; and the last paragraph in
the second column begins "It is thought
that the Proclamation of the President.
. . ." One of the reprints also bears
the word "Facsimile," but usually
they are without this label.43

Originals are reported at Historical
Society of Delaware, Boston Public Li-
brary, Maryland Historical Society, and
Historical Society of Harford County,
Maryland.

The Chattanooga Daily Rebel
9 August 1862

This issue of The Chattanooga Daily
Rebel is known to have been reprinted.
No original copy has been located.

The Library of Congress has two
different reprints, one entitled The

' LC Information Circular 15 (Revised 1965).
LC Information Circular 16 (Revised 1957).
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Daily Rebel; the other The Rebel. They
measure 10 Vz by 17 inches in size, but
vary somewhat in the arrangement of
the text, although both copies carry
the same general news.

The Library's earliest original copy
is that of 10 September 1862, volume
1, number 37. It is entitled The Chat-
tanooga Daily Rebel and was published
by Franc. M. Paul. This issue consists
of one sheet (two pages) and measures
16 lA by 21 % in size. This issue is pub-
lished on rag paper, while the reprints
are on a poor grade of wood pulp pa-
per.44

The Daily Citizen, Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi
Wallpaper Editions

The Daily Citizen (Figures 21 and 22)
was edited and published at Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, by J. M. Swords.
Like several other newspapers of the
Civil War period, its stock of newsprint
paper became exhausted and the pub-
lisher resorted to the use of wallpaper.
On this substitute he printed the fol-
lowing known issues: 16, 18, 20, 27,
30 June and 2 July 1863. Each was a
single sheet, four columns wide,
printed on the back of the wallpaper.

On 4 July, Vicksburg surrendered,
the publisher fled, and the Union
forces found the type of the Citizen still
standing. They replaced two-thirds of
the last column with other matter al-
ready in type, added the note quoted
below, and started to print a new edi-
tion. Evidently, after a few copies (how
many is not known) had been run off,
it was noticed that the masthead title
was misspelled as "CTIIZEN." The
error was corrected, although other ty-

pographical errors were allowed to
stand, and the rest of the edition
printed.

NOTE
JULY 4, 1863

Two days bring about great changes, The
banner of the Union floats over Vicksburg.
Gen. Grant has "caught the rabbit;" he
has dined in Vicksburg, and he did bring
his dinner with him. The "Citizen" lives
to see it. For the last time it appears on
"Wall-paper." No more will it eulogize the
luxury of mule-meat and fricassed kitten—
urge Southern warriors to such diet never-
more. This is the last wall-paper edition,
and is, excepting this note, from the types
as we found them. It will be valuable here-
after as a curiosity.

The prophecy contained in the note
has been fulfilled. The original copies
are treasured, and there have been
over thirty reprints of this issue. The
genuine originals can be distinguished
by the following tests:

Single type page, 9 Vs inches in width by
16 Vs inches in length.

Column 1, line 1, title, THE DAILY CIT-
IZEN, or THE DAILY CTIIZEN in cap-
itals, not capitals and lowercase, or capi-
tals and small capitals.

Column 1, line 2, "J.M. Swords,
Proprietor." Notice the comma (or im-
perfect dot) and six periods.

Column 1, last line, reads: "them as they
would the portals of hell itself.

Column 3, line 1, reads: "Yankee News
From All Points".

Column 4, line 1, reads: "tremity of the
city. These will be defended".

Column 4, paragraph 3, line 7, first word
is misspelled "Secossion".

Column 4, article 2, line 2, word 4 is spelled
"whisttle".

LC Information Circular 2 (1957).
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Column 4, last article before Note, final
word is printed with the quotation mark
misplaced, 'dead' instead of dead".

Column 4, Note, line 1, comma following
the word "changes" rather than a pe-
riod.45

Originals are reported at the Library
of Congress, the Minnesota Historical
Society, the University of Indiana, and
in a private collection.

The New York Herald
15 April 1865

The New York Herald of Saturday, 15
April 1865, carried a good account of
the assassination of President Abra-
ham Lincoln; for this reason it has
been reprinted many times.

President Lincoln was shot at 9:30
P.M., Friday, 14 April 1865, while
seated in a box at Ford's Theater. At
about the same time, Secretary of State
Seward, one of Seward's sons, and a
servant were knifed by an assassin who
invaded their home. Lincoln was re-
moved to a house across the street
where he died at 7:22 A.M. Saturday
morning.

News of the attacks reached the New
York Herald by telegraph in time to
make the first edition. Several other
editions were issued during the day,
reporting later developments, Lin-
coln's death, and the inauguration of
Vice President Andrew Johnson as
President.

The several original editions, six col-
umns wide and printed on rag paper,
can be distinguished by variations in
the arrangement of textual material
and captions, especially on page 1.
Four editions have been identified;
they are categorized by the time of the

latest news bulletin contained, as fol-
lows:

2:00 A.M. Regular edition. 8 pages. A
one-sentence "Two o'clock a.m."
bulletin appears just above the
caption "Press Despatches" in
the third column and "The State
Capital" appears near the top of
the fourth column of the first
page.

3:00 A.M. Special edition. 8 pages. The
first, second, and third columns
on page 1 are same as the 2:00
A.M. edition. In the fourth column
the caption "The State Capital"
has been replaced by "The Latest
News" and contains a sub-head-
ing, "Secretary Stanton to General
Dix, War Department, Washing-
ton, April 15—3:00 a.m." "The
State Capital" has been moved to
the sixth column.

10:00 A.M. Special edition. 4 pages, the
inside ones being identical to pages
4, 5, and 8 of the 2:00 A.M. and
3:00 A.M. editions, and so num-
bered. The fifth column of the
first page is headed "Postscript
. . . Death of the President." This
is the first edition with heavy col-
umn lines, which are limited to a
portion of the fifth column.

2 :00 P.M. Inauguration Edition. 8
pages, pages 2 through 7 being
the same as the 2:00 A.M. and 3:00
A.M. editions. All columns on the
first page have heavy lines; cap-
tions in the fifth column under
"Postscript" same as 10:00 A.M.
Special Edition, with the addition
of a reward notice. The caption
"The Rebels" has slipped from
the fifth column to the sixth col-
umn, displacing other items. The
eighth page has been significantly
changed by the addition of a bold-
faced caption "Extra" in the sec-
ond column and "Inauguration of

' LC Information Circular 3 (Revised 1967).
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Figure 21 Library of Congress

ORIGINAL: The Daily Citizen (Vicksburg, Mississippi), wallpaper edition. This is the issue on 4 July 1863 (see
bottom of column 4). Note the wallpaper pattern showing through the text. On facing page is a reproduction of the
verso, showing the wallpaper on which the issue was printed.
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Library of Congress
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. . . Johnson" in the fourth col-
umn. Inexplicably the date "Fri-
day, April 14, 1865," appears in
the running head on page 8 of
this edition.

A 10:00 A.M. "Reward Edition" and a 3:30
P.M. "Special Edition" have also
been reported.

Most of the issues of the New York
Herald for 15 April 1865, now treas-
ured as originals, are in fact reprints.
They are usually printed on wood
pulp paper rather dark in color and of
poor quality. Few are facsimiles of an
original edition and nearly all are re-
prints with extensive rearrangement

of text. Most have heavy column lines
and consist of two or four unnum-
bered pages. Some of the reprints have
a portrait of President Lincoln, with-
out beard, on the front page; many in-
clude large advertisements on the in-
side pages for such items as Kitchell's
Liniment, Smith's Buchu Lythia Pills,
Dr. Archambault's Paris Vital Sparks,
or Grain-O Coffee.

A few of the reprints include text
reproduced from the 2:00 A.M. Regu-
lar Edition, but most purport to be an
8:10 A.M. "Mourning Edition," the
existence of the original of which has
never been proved.46

LC Information Circular 12 (Interim, revised 1972).
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