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Fakes and Facsimiles:
Problems of Identification

LEONARD RAPPORT

Figure 1 National Archives and Records Service
ORIGINAL AND FACSIMILE: The copperplate engraved from the Engrossed Declaration of Independence by
William J. Stone in 1823. The paper copy is one of six struck from the plate in 1976. Both the engrossed Decla-
ration and the copperplate are on display in the National Archives Building.

The author is an archivist with the Civil Archives Division, the National Archives.
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ANYBODY WHO HAS ever had business
in the New York Public Library Man-
uscript Division knows it isn’t simple
to pass through the locked wire-cage
door. But one day in the 1950s a most
unlikely person somehow talked her
way through the door and into the
room.

She was little, old, stooped, in a
shapeless dress, and, as I remember,
wore on her head a shawl. She spoke a
broken English. Central Casting could
have sent her for the role of a turn-of-
the-century immigrant just out of
steerage.

Walter Winchell, she said, had
broadcast about a copy of the Declara-
tion of Independence worth five
hundred thousand dollars. She, she
said, had that copy.

She took out a package wrapped in
wrinkled brown paper. She opened out
the folds. Finally she came to her copy
of the Declaration.

Readers of the New York Times know
that for years the Tumes, each Fourth of
July, has reprinted a facsimile of the
engrossed Declaration of Independ-
ence, complete with signatures of the
signers. What she had was that Decla-
ration, yellowing, cut out from a copy
of the Times of twenty-five or thirty
years before. On the back were the
news columns and ads of the reverse
page.

The staff members tried to explain
to her what it was she had. She didn’t
hear them. She looked from one to an-
other and said that she had worked
hard all her life—and that was easy to
believe—and that she needed the
money. She kept saying it over and
over. Finally, realizing that what they
were telling her was not what she
wanted to hear, she asked how much it
would cost to go to Washington to show
it to people there. I, being from there

and, like the others present, not want-
ing to see her waste her money, joined
in to try to dissuade her. It was no use.
Finally, she folded and rewrapped her
Declaration and left, still determined
to go somewhere where she would find
somebody who would tell her that she
had the document Walter Winchell was
talking about and that she would be
rich and that her old age would be
taken care of and that she wouldn’t
have to work any more.

That old woman undoubtedly is dead
and, long since, somebody has thrown
away the wrapping paper and the piece
of yellowed newsprint it enclosed. But
not dead is the will to believe that one’s
Declaration or Gettysburg Address or
Lee’s General Order No. 9 or Ulster
County Gazette is the original and worth
a lot of money and that somewhere
there is the right expert who will rec-
ognize it for what it is and will say just
that.

Every archivist, curator, or manu-
script librarian has met these people.
They are the true believers. What they
bring in or write in about is more often
than not a copy of one of a relatively
small group of newspapers and docu-
ments—totalling probably less than
four dozen—that were extensively re-
produced and circulated, mostly in the
nineteenth century. When one of these
particular items is found in an attic or
among the effects of an ancient rela-
tive, there is little reason not to believe
(or, at least, hope) that it is original,
rare, and valuable. That hope has a
way, sometimes, of growing into an
obsession. What we saw in the old
woman, though extreme, is not rare.

In dealing with these people we need
more than a knowledge of the rules of
historical evidence. We need consider-
able psychological insight. There are
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some common traits and actions that
we can anticipate.

First, there is a fair chance that the
person whose heart we think we are
breaking by saying, “It’s a reproduc-
tion,” has heard those words before.
And the chances are only slightly less
that no matter how convincingly we
explain why it isn’t the original, our
true believer is going to continue to try
to find someone who will say what he
or she wants to hear.

One reason the true believers persist
is that they have the determination
that purity of heart endows them with.
They aren’t forgers, defrauders, or
con-artists. If they were they wouldn’t
be coming to archivists, the experts.
They would be out hunting naive
marks with ready cash.

But forgers and true believers do
share one characteristic. The prove-
nance of their documents is always in-
teresting. Wilson Harrison, author of
the standard works on suspect docu-
ments, writes, “The Family Bible seems
to be one of the most popular places
for the discovery of unexpected hid-
den wills (probably intended to add an
odour of sanctity to a palpable for-
gery). It is a good rule to regard with
extreme suspicion every document to
which is attached a romantic story of
discovery.”!

The true believer’s romantic story,
unlike that of the forger, derives from
no ulterior motive. Great grandpa lived
in Ulster County, and that accounts for
the discovery of the Gazette folded in a
copy of the county’s history. The pres-
ence in great grandma’s Bible of Lin-
coln’s letter to Mrs. Bixby is under-
standable in light of the fact that great
grandma was from Boston and must

have been a friend of that gold-star
mother. These are family legends they
believe in; any doubts we have we can
keep to ourselves.

There is one other characteristic of
true believers. Though they do not ex-
press as openly as our old woman the
desire to exchange their documents
for financial security, we do somehow
often find ourselves somewhere along
the way being called upon for an opin-
ion of a document’s intrinsic worth
(“How much could I get for it>—not
that I would sell it”).

As for the documents and newspa-
pers that have been extensively repro-
duced: what are their common char-
acteristics? For one, they deal usually
with persons or events of importance
in American history, generally of the
eighteenth century, the Revolution, or
the Civil War. For another, there is the
theme of death, single or en masse,
and of battles: the Boston Massacre;
the deaths of Washington, Lincoln, and
Mrs. Bixby’s sons; the slain at Chan-
cellorsville, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and
Appomattox. The great men are
George Washington, his farewell to the
army, his first inauguration, and his
funeral; Franklin, the first publication
issued under his imprint and a letter
he wrote but is believed not to have
sent; Jefferson, his draft of the Decla-
ration of Independence, the Declara-
tion itself, and an innocuous letter that
was reproduced in the 1930s in per-
haps 50,000 excellent facsimile copies;
Lincoln, his Gettysburg Address, the
Bixby letter, a six-line letter about a
lady whose two sons wanted to work,
the New York Herald’s account of his
assassination, and the Ford Theatre
program on the night of the assassina-

! Wilson Harrison, Forgery Detection (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1964), p. 50.
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tion. Finally, there are the reproduc-
tions of firstissues of newspapers, from
the 1704 Boston News-Letter to the 1837
Baltimore Maryland Journal; plus
hundreds of other first issues repro-
duced locally as part of a newspaper’s
fiftieth or hundredth anniversary, that
circulated locally and that tended, be-
cause of the woodpulp of the anniver-
sary issue, to eventual self-destruction.
It is wise to examine closely any first
issue.

The reproductions most often en-
countered are divided fairly evenly be-
tween the newspapers and the docu-
ments. Before photographic repro-
duction processes, the newspapers
undoubtedly led and for an obvious
reason. It was a simple matter for a
printer to reproduce a newspaper,
particularly the typical, small, four-
page, eighteenth-century issues. He
went to his font of type that most nearly
resembled the original, reconstructed
as well as he could the masthead, and,
with his model before him, began set-
ting type to imitate it. If the lines of the
original and of the reproduction didn’t
always end with the same word it
didn’t greatly matter; he was inter-
ested in content and general appear-
ance. Nor did it seem important to try
to match the original paper. The vari-
ations in composition and paper are
important clues when identifying re-
productions of newspapers. And even
when photoreproduction eliminated
the differences in text and outward ap-
pearance, the paper on which the re-
production was printed remained an
important clue.

Here I will say that any time you
find anything, newspaper or docu-
ment, dated in this country before the
1790s on paper other than laid paper—
paper with chain and wire lines—you
can charge it off as a reproduction. A
small amount of wove paper—paper
without chain and wire lines—was
manufactured in England as early as
1755, but I know of no examples of it
used in the United States before the
1790s. Thomas L. Gravell, who is col-
lecting watermarks of all eighteenth-
century American papers and has
looked at more early paper than any-
body else, has never seen wove paper
from that period.?

Newspapers

The most famous newspaper repro-
duction, the issue most often repro-
duced, and the one we know most
about (because R. W. G. Vail wrote an
intriguing history of it?), is the 4 Janu-
ary 1800 Ulster County Gazette. (Figure
2.)

There seems to be no particularly
persuasive reason why, of all the re-
ports of Washington’s death and fu-
neral, this issue of an obscure newspa-
per was the one that got reproduced.
It was probably the first such repro-
duction of an American newspaper. It
was reproduced as early as 1825 in the
office of the original publisher in
Kingston, Ulster County, New York.
This first copy obviously was of an
original. Perhaps there was one other
reproduction for which the composi-
tor had before him an original. During
the next hundred years there were

2 A catalog of American watermarks from 1690 to 1830, by Thomas L. Gravell, is scheduled for
1979 publication by the Garland Publishing Company, New York.
8 R. W. G. Vail, The Ulster County Gazette and Its Illegitimate Offspring (New York: New York Public

Library, 1951).
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Figure 2

ORIGINAL: One of two known original copies of the Ulster County Gazette, 4 January 1800, containing the
news of George Washington’s death and funeral from which an unknown number of facsimiles have been made.
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more than a hundred editions, all
copying from each other, with a total
production of a million or more cop-
ies. One edition at the Philadelphia
Centennial of 1876 sold, at five cents
each, more than a hundred thousand
copies. A rival Centennial edition, in
what was then modern typeface, ap-
peared in a first printing of fifty thou-
sand copies. One authority attributes
the printing of some of the editions to
what may have been a custom of ap-
prentice and amateur printers to set in
type the 4 January 1800 issue as a test
of their abilities as compositors.*

In spite of the many reproductions,
no known original of the Gazette sur-
faced until 1930 when the Library of
Congress bought a copy for $50. In
1938 the American Antiquarian Soci-
ety bought an original copy for $60.
No others have turned up since.® The
first actual facsimile of the Gazette,
made from the Library of Congress
original, appeared in 1932.

The story of the Ulster County Gazette
suggests one of the problems archi-
vists, curators, and librarians face in
dealing with persons inquiring about
their copies of the Gazette. Unlike a
manuscript, which by its nature exists
in a single original, a newspaper ap-
pears in multiple copies. Once we know
the location of the original of Frank-
lin’s letter to Strahan (in the Library
of Congress Manuscript Division) we
know that any other copies that people
bring in or write or call about are just

that—copies. Not so a newspaper.
Though the last century and a half has
seen of the Ulster County Gazette a mil-
lion reproductions and two originals,
there is always the chance, against as-
tronomical odds, that the next arrival
will be the third known original. And
that the next after that could be the
fourth known original 6

In 1931 Joseph Gavit of the New
York State Library published 4 List of
American Newspaper Reprints, which de-
scribes nearly three hundred early or
historic issues that have been repro-
duced; and he tells where copies of
these reproductions are.”

There is one other source to keep in
mind. The Readex Corporation is is-
suing on microcards all surviving is-
sues of all of the more than 2,000
newspapers published in the United
States before 1821. This is a continu-
ing project and, though it is far from
complete, you may find reproduced
on the microcards the original of the
issue you need for a comparison.

Before leaving the newspapers and
after having said that newspapers are
published in multicopy editions, one
exception should be noted. It is also
perhaps the only deliberate forgery of
an eighteenth-century American news-
paper.

Guided more by faith and pride
than by historical evidence, North Car-
olinians were once educated to believe
that the Mecklenberg Declaration of
Independence of 20 May 1775 pre-

* Clarence Brigham of the American Antiquarian Society, quoted in Vail, The Ulster County Gazette,

pp- 20-21.

5 Vail, The Ulster County Gazette, p. 37. Writing in 1951, Vail thought a third copy, if one surfaced,

would bring at most a hundred dollars.

¢ For the obstinate Ulster County Gazelte true believers, Vail's pamphlet furnishes the ultimate re-
finement. It gives tests that identify specifically 64 of the 100 or more variant reproductions.
7 Joseph Gavit (comp.), 4 List of American Newspaper Reprints (New York: New York Public Library,

1931).
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ceded by more than a year the better
documented Declaration of 4 July
1776. By the beginning of the twen-
tieth century this faith was beginning
to erode. A loyal supporter of the faith
created his own evidence by printing
the text of the alleged declaration in
the Wilmington Cape-Fear Mercury of
3 June 1775, an issue of which there
was neither then nor now any known
surviving copy. (Figure 3.) It was a
clumsy forgery which A. S. Salley,
Jr., and Worthington C. Ford in 1906
took apart in the American Historical Re-
view, ® whereupon the forger created
another version of the issue, correcting
some of his mistakes. There are three
known copies of the second forgery,
none of the first. Since there are collec-
tors of forgeries as well as of the au-
thentic, the three copies may have a
value approaching that of an original.

Detailed descriptions of the seven-
teen most commonly reproduced
newspapers have been assembled for
convenience of reference, beginning
on page 39.

Manuscripts

Manuscripts, unlike newspapers, are
unique. Although each of us has writ-
ten his own name thousands of times,
none of us can write it twice so that one
writing of it will exactly overlay an-
other. So, when somebody brings in a
letter of 27 November 1803 from
Thomas Jefferson to Craven Peyton,
obviously in Jefferson’s handwriting,
we can say with assurance, “That is a
facsimile, a copy of the original.”
(Figure 4.) It has to be, because we
know that the original and the letter-

press copy of the original are in the
Manuscript Division of the University
of Virginia Library. Yet true believers
have stood in the Manuscript Division,
facsimiles in hand, staring at the origi-
nal and letterpress copy and ten or
twelve facsimiles identical to theirs and
still had trouble acknowledging that
theirs were identical copies, modern
facsimiles.

Just as, out of the hundreds of issues
of newspapers that have been repro-
duced, we are liable to have to deal
with only a dozen and a half, so out of
the hundreds of manuscript docu-
ments that have been reproduced there
are about the same number that we are
most apt to encounter. Like the news-
papers, most are of eighteenth and
nineteenth-century documents; and
most were reproduced in the nine-
teenth century.

Before photoprocesses of printing
were developed in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, exact or near-ex-
act reproductions of documents—fac-
similes—were produced by engraving,
etching, or other processes, on metal
or stone. These were tedious, time-
consuming, and expensive processes.
A document had to be of special im-
portance or interest to justify such.

The earliest American historical
document of which I find an example
of an entire exact or near-exact facsim-
ile is a well-known letter Benjamin
Franklin wrote (but may not have sent)
to his English printer friend, William
Strahan. Dated 5 July 1775, it con-
cludes, “You and I were long
Friends:—You are now my enemy,--
and I am, Yours, B. Franklin.” This
letter (Figure 5) was dramatic and,

8 A. S. Salley, Jr., and Worthington C. Ford, “Doctor S. Millington Miller and the Mecklenburg
Declaration,” American Historical Review 11 (April 1906): 548-58.
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" lam Flint, and Thomas Hadley, of Lynn. Provinciais; and u
&”"""‘"ﬁm""j&""ﬂ%,lf&’gﬁ? —Meflicurs Henry Jacobs, ‘::‘{V;w‘mcl Cook, fentive are not t ncirpt;?opd;:t;’ei;
'~ N‘f‘%?f‘k’b‘“’f‘lﬁmi Ebenczer Goldthwait, George Southwick, deftroyed or take hem, for that cafe
Vm-ﬂ'r olved. < i Benjamin Daland, jun. Jotham Webb, and_they cannot be fx Lietence is prior
" L. Taart whofoever, dire@ly or indire@ly, Perley Putnam, of Danvers,—Mr. " toa which follows is not

p Benjamin to aétual inju i

abetted, or in any way,form or manner, count- Peirce, of Salem. defence, but pu et o reprifal. Property,
the unc! and dang - WoUNDED. Meiliys. John Robbins, John like life, can oniy be ded while 5.2 bawe

of our rights, as claimed 5y Great Tiad, Solomon Peirce, I'bomas Winfhip, it, not whea we huve

4 Britain, is an enemy to this country, to Amer- Nathaniel Farmer,
}1: and to the itherent and inalienable rights Muncoe,

) Joteph Comee, Ebenezer May 12, The delepates from the north-
Franois Brown, and Prince Eafter- ward and eat J made their entgance into

man. brooks {a Negro man) of Lexington,—Mr. this city about 1 accompanied by a bas
1 ¢ 7 sy 5 ity ut noon, 2 ipanted by a band
11, Rssowvep, that we, the citizens of H ,of Fr gham.—Mr. of mufic, and cfcorted by the Captains of the

"Mecklenburg County, do hereby dirfolve the john Lane, of Bedtc : § ml © o iy i
« ‘ b J s ord.——Mr. George Reed, feveral Companies newly raued here, the
W bands which have Cm""ﬁfd us to and Mr. Jacob Bacon, of Woburn,—Mr.Wii- Rangers in their uniform, a body of !h’c city
%ﬁ‘ mother country, and hereby abiolve our- lam Polly, of Mediurd—Mr. Jothua Felt, volunteers with their bayonets fixt, a great
i:‘mm all allegiance to the Britith crown, and Mr. Timothy Munroe, of Lynn.—3:. number of Gentlemen on hodfeback, and

‘ﬂpolmc:l connefhon, contract, or Nathan Putnam, and Mr. Dennis Walls, of amidt the loud acclamations of feveral

*all; with_that mm:n who hm{c wan- Daaversmm——Mr. Nathaniel Cieaves, of Bev- thoulind fpefators.—The whole making a
@ {nmp’ei on our n.ghtﬁ and M’U‘“F-‘y erfy. noble appearance,

in 7 fhed the Uood of  Missivg, Mi. Samuel Frof,and Mr. Seth NEW.JERSEY,
%":o“ at Lexington. ; Ruiictl, of Menotemy. Uhe General Affembiy of this province met
e . VED, that we do hereby declare 14 Kilied, 20 Wounded. 2 Miffing. a: the city of Burhington May 15th.  Human-

s free and independent people, are, ' hofe diftinguished with this mark [*3 ity i« a ftrong princ iple in thofe who poffefs it
of n?{ht ot‘?gm to be, a sovereign and were kiiled by the firft fire of the cnemy. ) n them to exhibit things
erning aflociation under the control  No cetuin sccount of the killed anl the fake of peace. His
I no power other than that of our God and wounded of the Regulars has yet appeas 45 2 poggrait of this caft
nent of Congrefs; 1o tie General Giage, who beft could give tha: in- Iy declined the bufinefs, on
of which independ we fol- fyrmati i, bas chofen to conceal the partce- with the Afferbly of this
) *m to P‘fh other, our mutual co- lars, and ipoken thereof in general terms; we i
on, our hm"rnr fortunes, and our from which we may conclude that thewr lots NEW.YORK,
facred honer, was greater than he chofe to declare. Soon /2 CONGRESS, ar Philadelphia,
“ I. M. Alexander, Secretary,  after the aétion the (pisited Committes of May 15, 1775.
Abrabagn Alexander, Chaiwmar.  New-York, difpatched a concife account  The city and county of New-York baving

cander.Henry Downs. . Ochletree thereof in a letter to the Lord Mayor of Lon- through Delegates applied to the Congrels for
. m.jm?m.;»nn Phifer. doq, as 3 proper channe) of conveying it both their advice how to condut themselves with
m{;‘ﬁ ['?f‘- ljham'as Polk o the pubkic and the Paciament. regard to the troops expected there, the Con-
2Wm, Graham, Ezeikicd Polk pPHIL ADELPHIA, May 5. <fs took the matter in their moft ferious de~
itfiill Avery, James Harris. Penj. Porton.  The General Affembly of this province Ebenmn, and came to the jallowing refolu~
'p Beevard, Robeit Irwin. J.hn Queary met on May 1, being the fuft affembly called tion:
Hee, ], Balek. Wm. Kennon, David Fecs. oqthe continent for the purpol of confidering ¥ That it be recommended for the prefent
2 Barry. “r Lord North's conciliatory rotion; which to the inhabitants of New York, that if the
. motion was laid before them ir a fenfibie and troops which are expeéled fhould arrive, the
Hi 5 pathetic fpeech from the Governor—when faid colony 2& on the defenfive, fo long as
L E M, Apil 2;. the Aﬁ'qnbly,? polite and fpirited anfwer, may be confiftent with their fafety and fecur~
ing is & lift of the Provincisls fignified, that ad that Houfe had appointed ity : That the troops may be permitted to
and wounded in tie jate Delegates to meet in Continental Congrefs, Temain in the barracks, fo long as they behave
: i for confidering the happinefs of all the colo- peaceably and ?;m!yq but that they be not
Mefivs. * Robert Munroe, nies colleively, they as a fingle Affembly, fuffered to ere fortifications, or tal

Parker, * Sunuel Hadicy, * Jonath :’;bs .bmg'fetrylmna, freps for cutting off the communication bew

A Caleb : * Ifaac worthy Dr. Benjamin agent s b ’ .
m E for this pmsice and ﬁubﬁaﬂ-ﬂq, ar- comamit boftilities, or invi m

and Jededich sived here from London, and was by the Af- the inhabitants fhould defend

~—Mefiis. Jafon Ruffell, Jabez fembly, then fitting, appointed 2 Delegate in their .
] Upwards of one hundred affidavits,

5 3

tween the town and country ; and that if they

St
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Figure 3 ’ From photocopy in the North Carolina

Department of Archives and History
FAKE: The Cape-Fear Mercury, 5 June 1775, a forged issue produced move than a century and a quarter
after the date on the masthead in an atlempt to furnish a contemporary account of the alleged Mecklenburg Re-

solves. The plate that produced this issue was destroyed in 1910.
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Figure 4 Manuscript Department, University of Virginia
FACSIMILE: Thomas Jefferson to Craven Peyton, 27 November 1803, one of nearly 50,000 copies produced
and distributed by the Morris Plan Bank of Virginia. The address, originally on the verso, was reprinted as an
envelope, anticipating by forty years that means of enclosing letters. The original letter from which the facsimile
was made is in the Manuscript Department of the University of Virginia.

$S9008 88l] BIA 6Z-90-GZ0Z 1B /w0 Aiojoeignd-poid-swind-yiewlsiem-jpd-swiid//:sdny woly pepeojumod



22 The American Archivist/ January 79

$S900€ 93l} BIA 62-90-G2Z0Z e /Lubo'AJope;qnd'péid-emud'>|Jeuuem/v\-;pd-eujud//:sduu woJj papeojumoq

Figure 5 Manuscnpt Division, Lzbmry of C ongress

ORIGINAL: Benjamin Franklin to William Strahan, 5 July 1775; one of the earliest exact facsimiles of an
American document was made of this letter in 1818.
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from the engraver’s viewpoint, had
the advantage of being legible, on a
single page, and containing no more
than seventy words. It is the sole such
engraved facsimile in Memoirs of the
Life and Writings of Benjamin Franklin,
published in Philadelphia in 1818.
When someone comes along with a
copy of this facsimile, the fact that it is
on wove paper is a dead giveaway. If
the owner protests that the paper is ob-
viously old, he or she may be quite
right; if extracted from the 1818 edi-
tion, the paper was manufactured at
least 160 years ago. But it is still a re-
production, not the original docu-
ment.” Not all facsimiles of this letter
are that old. It has been reproduced
many times since.

The year 1818 also saw the begin-
ning of the greatest and most endur-
ing love affair between the American
people and a document. In that year
appeared the first reproduction of the
engrossed copy of the Declaration of
Independence. (Figure 6.)

This copy, by Benjamin Owen Ty-
ler, did not try to imitate exactly the
original, except for the signatures. In
1819 John Binns produced another
copy (Figure 7) which also imitated ex-
actly only the signatures.

The following year, 1820, Secretary
of State John Quincy Adams, son of

one of the signers, commissioned Wil-
liam J. Stone to engrave an exact copy
of the Declaration. The resultant cop-
per plate involved, according to the
National Intelligencer, “a labor of three
years.”!?

The copper plate survives in the Na-
tional Archives where it is presently
exhibited not far from the original en-
grossed Declaration. (Figure 1)

The copper plate originally had
across the top, “ENGRAVED by W. L.
STONE, for the Dept. of State, by or-
der of J. Q. ADAMS, Sec' of State, July
4" 1823.” ' This appears on the two
hundred copies that the Congress or-
dered imprinted on parchment or vel-
lum (Adams later refers to them as
being on parchment) and distributed
as follows: two copies each to the Pres-
ident, Vice President, former Presi-
dent James Madison, the Marquis de
Lafayette, and to each of the surviving
signers; twenty copies for the two
houses of Congress; 12 copies for the
departments of government; two cop-
ies each for the President’s house and
the Supreme Court; one copy each for
the governors of the states and terri-
tories; and one copy for each branch
of the state legislatures and the legis-
lative councils of the territories. The
remaining copies were to go to “the
different Universities and Colleges of

9If in doubt about documents of Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, or other famous
Americans, keep in mind the various documentary editing projects of their writings now underway.
The editors of these projects are aware of any reproductions. Usually from the date and addressee
they know whether the questioned document is a reproduction. If it is, they can furnish the location
of the original and something of the history of the reproduction. If a questioned document is an
original, they will be most interested in it.

An alphabetical list of these projects, from the Adams to the Wilson papers, with editors’ names
and addresses, was published in the April 1978 issue of The American Archivist, pp. 244-46.

10 National Intelligencer, 5 June 1823, quoting the City Gazette. The process Stone used is a matter of
surmise. The most common theory is that he used a wet process, drawing off some of the ink of the
original. There is little to support such a theory, none of it contemporary.

1 Until the seventeenth century or later the letter “I” was used for both “I” and “]J.” Stone’s
use of it here for his middle initial seems to be a holdover.
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Figure 6 By courtesy of the trustees of the Boston Public Library
FACSIMILE OF SIGNATURES: The Benjamin Qwen Tyler copy of the Declaration of Independence, 1818.
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Figure 7 Library of Congress
FACSIMILE OF SIGNATURES: John Binns copy of the Declaration of Independence, 1819.
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the United States, as the President of
the United States may direct.”"?

Later the caption across the top of
the plate was removed and “W. J.
STONE SC. WASH.” engraved at the
lower left. Sometime thereafter Stone
struck perhaps 4,000 copies which he
sold. About 1,500 of these were in-
serted in Peter Force’s American Ar-
chives. ™

As late as the 1890s the original
plate was used to strike occasional cop-
1es. In 1895, in order to save wear on
the plate, the Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey from the original plate made elec-
trotype plates. The federal govern-
ment’s reproductions thereafter were
made from one of these.

From the original Stone copper plate
engraving, directly or indirectly, stem
all the millions—literally, millions—of
facsimiles of the engrossed Declaration
of Independence. Many are excellent
reproductions. Many are on what the
printers hoped would be taken for,
and the present owners believe to be,
parchment. But there can be only one
original Declaration, engrossed and
signed, and it is on exhibit in the ro-
tunda of the National Archives. It is
possible that individuals may have—
how legally, it would be hard to say—
some of the two hundred engraved
copies distributed in 1825™. Such cop-
ies would undoubtedly sell high on the

market today. Those struck later by
Stone from the copper plate or by the
Department of State would be worth a
few dollars (though a dealer with a
flare for language can work miracles
through a catalog description). The
rest are of value only to the persons
who have them.'?

moq

3

Thomas Jefferson Randolph doubg-
less had in mind this interest in the
Declaration when in 1829 he include%
in his four-volume Memozrs, Correspoﬁr
dence, and Miscellanies from the Papers @{
Thomas Jefferson a close facsimile of hg
grandfather’s original rough draft %f
the Declaration of Independence. He
had Charles Tappan of Phlladelph%
engrave it, a four-page manuscript, on
steel. (Figure 8.) With all its deletions,
interlineations, marginal notes, arid
even a paste-in, engraving it must hawe
been an even more demandlng ta%
for Tappan than engraving the ﬁ§
ished document was for Stone. He
probably took less time than the three
years claimed for Stone, but he to
long enough. Randolph noted in Vcﬂ—
ume 1 that he meant to insert the f
simile in its proper place in that %
ume, but it wasn’t ready. He msertcgl
it finally in Volume 4.1 This four-page
rough draft was reproduced in latér
collections of Jefferson’s works an'\ﬁi
perhaps separately.

12 4 Stat. 78.

S82J0k 98l BIA

' Fifth Series, Volume 1 (Washington, April 1848). There is a dispute about those inserted in tﬁ’e
Force volumes. They are somewhat smaller in size than other Stone facsimiles. Whether this was due
to shrinkage in printing or whether there was another plate has not been settled.

4 These would have at the top “ENGRAVED by W. L. Stone, for the Dept. of State. . ..”

5 Though the public stood in line to view the Declaration and to buy copies, there was no such
demand for the Constitution. That document, during the nineteenth century was neither exhibited
nor facsimiled.

6 Thomas Jefferson Randolph, ed., Memoirs, Correspondence, and Miscellanies From the Papers of
Thomas Jefferson (4 vols., Charlottesville, Va., 1829). The facsimile appears in Vol. 4, page 532. In the
1830 Boston edition it appears in place in Volume 1. In the 1829 London edition, it appears in place
with the legend, “On stone by Dean & Munday, Threadneedle St.”
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FACSIMILE: From Julian Boyd's book, first page of the four-page rough draft of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, in Jefferson’s hand, with Franklin’s and John Adams’s changes. The original is in the Library of C Jongress.
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When, in July 1776, after Jefferson,
John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin
had made their changes, Jefferson un-
doubtedly from this rough copy made
a fair copy. Probably it was that copy
that went on the evening of 4 July
1776 to John Dunlap, the printer.
From it Dunlap struck the broadside
edition, individual copies of which in
recent years have sold for hundreds of
thousands of dollars. The document
from which Dunlap set type would be
worth even more. But there is'no rec-
ord that it has ever been seen since
Dunlap’s print shop.

In a well-publicized episode several
years ago a finder of the “missing”
Declaration visited half a dozen repos-
itories before he found one that gave
him some basis for hope that he had
an original document. Some months
later the world learned that the copy
was one of Tappan’s facsimiles."”

The best way to prepare oneself for
a visitor with the “Lost Declaration”
is to have at hand Julian Boyd’s book,
The Declaration of Independence: The Ev-
olution of the Text as Shown in Facsimiles
of Various Drafts by its Author, which the
Library of Congress published in 1943.
The Boyd photo-facsimile of the draft
in question, made from the original
manuscript which is among the Jeffer-
son Papers in the Library of Congress,
is so exact that it has, tipped in by
hand, the finger-width slip of paper on
which Jefferson pasted in a change. In
addition Boyd published in the Octo-
ber 1976 Pennsylvania Magazine of His-
tory and Biography “The Declaration of
Independence: The Mystery of the
Lost Original,” a brilliant reconstruc-
tion of what the missing draft probably
was like (a folded four-page document

on paper watermarked Pro Patriae Ei-
usque Libertate). These two publications
may not convince a really true believer,
but they may cause him or her to doubt
a little.

There seems to be a gap, insofar as
common reproductions are con-
cerned, of documents between the,
Declaration of Independence and thc%
Civil War. There is a prelude to th(ﬁ
last, the letters John Brown wrote oy
the eve of his hanging. Facsimiles of:l
these, dated 13 November and 2 De=3
cember 1859, occasionally turn up. =

The Civil War reproductions open;’
chronologically, with a document dateo!_;.
on 20 December 1860, when the Southp
Carolina Secession Convention agreec@
to an ordinance of secession, which i
ordered engrossed on parchment an
which the members signed. A Charles£
ton firm produced lithographic facg
similes for convention members and?
for the public. Later, other litho=
graphic copies were made from theg
original copies. Every month or sos
somebody offers or wants to sell to theo
South Carolina Department of Are<
chives and History (which has the orig<
inal) the “original” ordinance of;
secession.

The next reproduced document is ay
Lincoln letter of 17 October 1861 (Fig3 3
ure 9):

0z 12”%

A 6¢-

The lady—bearer of this—says she has twdi’,,
sons who want to work—Set them at it, i)
possible—wanting to work is so rare a merltg
that it should be encouraged. %
The original of the above letter sold at
auction in 1978 at almost a thousand
dollars a word—$30,000.

A few hours before he received the
wounds that were to prove fatal,

'7 After that the finder decided he had Jefferson’s polygraph copy of the rough draft. However,
the polygraph was invented after 1800, and Jefferson began using one in 1804.
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Figure 9

FACSIMILE: A. Lincoln to Major Ramsay, 17 October 1861, reproduced from one of the excellent R. R. Don-
nelley and Sons Company facsimiles.
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Stonewall Jackson, at Chancellorsville,
“Near 3 P.M.” of 2 May 1863, wrote
Robert E. Lee a dispatch having almost
exactly the number of words as Lin-
coln’s letter just quoted. This short
message, the original of which is in the
Archives Division of the Viriginia State
Library, was irresistible to the nine-
teenth-century facsimile makers.

Next comes the address Lincoln de-
livered at Gettysburg on 19 November
1863. There are five known versions
in Lincoln’s hand. They are kriown as
the Nicolay Copy (the “First Draft”)
and the Hay Copy (the “Second
Draft”), both written in November
1863 and both now in the Library of
Congress Manuscript Division, and
three copies he wrote out in 1864 for
Edward Everett, for George Bancroft,
and for Colonel Alexander Bliss (Fig-
ure 10). The Everett copy is now in the
Illinois State Historical Library in
Springfield, Bancroft’s is now at Cor-
nell University, and the colonel’s is
now in the Lincoln Room in the White
House.

The simplest way to become an ex-
pert on the various Gettysburg Ad-
dresses is to get and keep at hand Long
Remembered: The Gettysburg Address in
Facsimile by David C. Mearns and Lloyd
A. Dunlap.’” This reproduces in excel-
lent facsimiles all five versions of the
address, with a text giving all known
facts about the creation of each. Your
inquirer’s copy will undoubtedly
match one of these reproductions word
for word, stroke for stroke. If the
owner of a Bliss copy agrees that the
text matches, but that the original in
the White House is on three pages and
his or hers is on two, that only suggests

that whoever reproduced the Bliss copy
saw no need to dedicate a third page to
four lines of writing, and so consoli-
dated pages 2 and 3.

On 21 November 1864 Abraham
Lincoln wrote a letter of condolence to
a Boston widow, Mrs. Lydia Bixby, on
the loss in the war of five sons (three of &
whom later turned up alive). The Bos- §
ton Transcript on 25 November pub-
lished the text of the letter. Llncolna
kept no copy and Mrs. Bixby’s Lopyo

has never been found.
In 1891 Michael F. Tobin of Newv

York began selling an engraved copyb
of the letter, which was soon followedB
by a facsimile by Huber’s Museum,u
also in New York. Huber’s closely re-Z
sembled Tobin’s. All known repro-3
ductions derive from these two. (Fig-ﬂ
ure 11.) Though similar to Lincoln’ 7
handwriting, both are believed to be
homemade. Neither Tobin nor Huber“D
ever produced the original from whichg
he copied, and in several respects theirg
texts differ from that of the Tmnscript A

If a comparison with these isn’t con-%
Vmung, refer to two books that dlscusso
in detail these forgeries: William E. g
Barton, A Beautiful Blunder (Indianap-2
olis, 1926), and F. Lauriston Bullard,§
Abraham Lincoln and the Widow Bixby?
(New Brunswick, N.J., 1946). >

According to Mary A. Benjamin,éo_
well-known American autograph dealer,_h
in a chapter “Facsimiles, Repro-rD
ductions, Manuscript Copies,”*? there3
are in circulation forged editions of thez
program of Our American Cousin for
Ford’s Theatre the night of Lincoln’s
assassination.

A final reproduction relating to Lin-
coln is the issue of the New York Her-

' Washington: Library of Congress, 1963.

' Mary A. Benjamin, Autographs: A Key to Collecting (New York: R. R. Bowker, Co., 1946), pp. 111-

41.
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Figure 10 Library of Congress photograph

ORIGINAL: The Bliss copy of the Gettysburg Address (page 1 of 3 pages). This is Lincoln’s last known revision.

It is now in the Lincoln Room in the White House.
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Figure 11 Manuscript Division, Library of Congress
FAKE: A. Lincoln to Mrs. Lydia Bixby, 21 November 1864. Imitation of Lincoln’s handwriting. The original of
the Bixby letter has not been found.
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Figure 12
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The most convenient magnifier is the 5-7 power linen tester (above) followed by the approximately 10-power
triplex glass (below). These can be purchased at printers’ supply houses or from Edmund Scientific Company,
Barrington, New Jersey.
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Figure 13
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ald of 15 April 1865 reporting the as-
sassination. Except for the Ulster County
Gazette it may be the most frequently
reproduced issue of an American
newspaper. (See page 55).

Documents from Appomattox com-
plete the list of most common repro-
ductions of the Civil War. The most fa-
mous of the Grant-Lee Surrender
Correspondence is Grant's 9 April
1865 letter to Lee outlining the terms
of surrender. An excellent facsimile of
this letter appeared in Volume 2 of
Grant’s Memoirs, which first appeared
in 1886 and of which 600,000 copies
were sold. The publisher’s note reads,
“The facsimile herewith shows the color
of the paper and all interlineations and
erasures.” The reproduction in the
Memoirs is of the second of three man-
ifold copies (an early type of carbon
copy) that Grant kept. That copy is in
the New-York Historical Society; the
other two original manifold copies are
in the Princeton University Library.?

The final Appomattox document is
Robert E. Lee’s General Order No. 9,
his farewell to the Army of Northern
Virginia. It was in the news in 1978 be-
cause two copies from the estate of a
well-known collector were sold at auc-
tion. One copy, sold in the Spring in-
stallment of the sale, went for $12,000.
It turned up a few months later in a
dealer’s catalog at $18,500. The sec-
ond copy, sold in the Fall installment,
brought $10,500. Another copy of
General Order No. 9 made the news
that same year when a book dealer
sued for fraud and collected several
thousand dollars from somebody who
had sold it to him as authentic.”!

General Order No. 9 (Figure 14)
represents a special problem because it
seems to violate what was said earlier,
that there should be a single original
of'a manuscript document. What, then,
is the story of General Order No. 9?

The best explanation is that of the
person who drafted it, General Lee’so
aide-de-camp and military secretary,s
Colonel Charles Marshall:

01} Papeo|

On the night of April 9th after our return3
from McLean’s house General Lee sat with=
several of us at a fire in front of his tent8
and after some conversation about the armyS
and the events of the day in which his feel-3
ings toward his men were strongly ex-U
pressed, he told me to prepare an order to;
the troops.

The next day it was raining and many3
persons were coming and going, so I wasr
unable to write without interruption umllU
about 10 o’clock, when General Lee find-z
ing that the order had not been prepared,8
directed me to get into his ambulance,>
which stood near his tent, and placed ans
orderly to prevent anyone from approach-_h
ing us. I made a draft in pencil and took 1t°
to General Lee who struck out a para-g 5
graph, which he said would tend to keepE
alive the feeling existing between the North2
and the South, and made one or two other™
changes. I then returned to the ambulance,?”
recopied the order and gave it to a clerk mCD
the office of the Adjutant General to wrlteco
in ink. 5

After the first draft of the order had3
been made and signed by General Lee,q
other copies were made for transmission to§
the corps commanders and the staff of the®
army. All these copies were signed by the
General and a good many persons sent
other copies which they had made or pro-
cured and obtained his signature. In this

wieje

20 See Lloyd A. Dunlap,
1969): 78-91.
1 Washington Post, 13 July 1978.

“The Grant-Lee Surrender Correspondence,”

Manuscripts 21 (Spring
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FACSIMILE: Another R. R. Donnelley and Sons Company reproduction. The original of this copy of Robert E.
Lee’s General Order No. 9 is presumably in the hand of a headquarters clerk, Army of Northern Virginia, and

signed by Lee.
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way many of the orders had the General’s
name signed as if they were originals.?

The first draft, in Colonel Marshall’s
hand and with Lee’s changes, was be-
lieved lost until it was found during
the Civil War bicentennial. The copy
reproduced on page 35 is of one of
the copies presumably made by the
clerks, signed by Lee, and sent to the
Chief of Engineers, Army of Northern
Virginia. There is only one known copy
that Lee wrote out in his own hand.
That copy is at Washington and Lee
University where he served as presi-
dent.

So there were, by the end of the day
of 10 April 1865, the following copies:
Colonel Marshall’s draft, which Lee
corrected and approved; a fair copy
that Marshall made from the draft; a
copy made from the fair copy and
signed by Lee; and the official copies
that the headquarters clerks made and
that Lee signed and sent to his corps
commanders and staff. Apparently the
corps commanders made and trans-
mitted copies to their divisions; and
clerks at that level may have made cop-
ies for the regimental commanders.
And perhaps the chain continued be-
low that. By the end of the day there
probably were still other copies, offi-
cial and unofficial, copied from these.
From that day on and as long as Lee
lived, men who had served under him,
and others, made copies for him to
sign, which he seems to have done will-
ingly on request.. Many others made
careful copies, imitating his signature,
with no intent of fraud; they merely

wanted as exact a copy as possible of
the farewell of the commander they
idolized. And then there were the in-
evitable facsimiles. Louis Manarin,
State Archivist of Virginia, who was
with the Virginia and the North Caro-
lina Bicentennial Commissions, is the
person most familiar with the variouso
versions. He estimates there may be
between fifty and a hundred extan@
copies that Lee actually signed.”
Any archivist, curator, or librariars
who likes the excitement of living dan=
gerously can have himself a ball by be£
coming involved as an expert w1tnessj
for original signed copies of Lee’s
General Order No. 9. In the case mens
tioned of the alleged fraud, the saler’
was based on the opinions of a librars;
ian and a historian. The news accouné
quoted the librarian, “It appeared t(Y

124
be an original. 5

woly pep

Almost all copies bear in Lee’s hand’
only nine letters, “R. E. Lee, Genl.’_g
For making a decision as to authenticZ
ity, that isn’t much to go on (or, for &
forger, not much to practice on). 5

This is as good a point as any to dis8
cuss what expressing opinions abou%
handwritinginvolves, particularly wher
other persons relying on such opinions§
may invest large sums of money. Con<
sider the Clifford Irving—-Howardy
Hughes case a few years ago. Irvings
an established novelist of adventure=
some bent, with no experience as a,
forger, furnished McGraw-Hill, one oﬁ
the largest and canniest of publishers{
with a nine-page letter in what he said
was Howard Hughes’s own handwrit-

22 An Aide de Camp of Lee/Being the Papers of Colonel Charles Marshall, Sometime Aide-de-Camp, Military
Secretary and Assistant Adjutant General on the Staff of Robert E. Lee, edited by Major General Sir Frederick
Maurice (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1927), pp. 275-76.

# Manarin is planning to publish an account of the various versions of General Order No. 9 which

will include their locations.
2 Washington Post, 13 July1978.
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ing. To get an opinion on its authentic-
ity, McGraw-Hill gave this sample to
the best-known American document
examiners, a third-generation firm.
After comparing this sample with ex-
emplars, known examples, of
Hughes’s handwriting, the experts re-
ported:

. in spite of the prodigious quantity of
writing contained in the questioned docu-
ments, careful study has failed to reveal
any features which raise the slightest ques-
tion as to the common identity of all the
specimen and questioned signatures and
contimuous wrltlng.

Their conclusion was:

These basic factors, we believe, make it im-
possible as a practical matter, based on our
years of experience in the field of ques-
tioned handwriting and signatures, that
anyone other than the writer of the speci-
mens could have written the questioned
signatures and continuous writing.?®

Another expert assured McGraw-
Hill, “The chances that another person
could copy this handwriting even in a
similar way are less than 1 in a mil-
lion.”?8

As a result of these assurances
McGraw-Hill got a $750,000 lesson in
handwriting identification, and CIif-
ford Irving eventually went to prison.

This is not to say that keepers of
documents should not express opin-
ions; it is to say that they should be
aware of the possible consequences.

An archivist with the courage of his
convictions about his ability as a hand-
writing expert should be prepared to
find himself in a darkened courtroom
with two slide projectors projecting side
by side on a screen a greatly magnified

Lee signature known to be genuine,
and the signature in question. At that
point it won’t be enough to tell a judge
or jury that the signatures look alike.
The archivist is entering a specialist’s
world of style characteristics, varia-
tions, slope, size, letter design, letter
structure, letter spacing, initial strokes,
terminal strokes, connecting strokes,
terminal spurs, pen lifts, hiatuses,
shadings, line quality, alignment, and
so on. In terms such as these he will be
expected to explain why he is positive
that the same hand wrote both signa-
tures. Waiting to cross-examine him
will be a lawyer, perhaps with long ex-
perience, determined to destroy the
archivist’s credibility. And following
him will be a document examiner, a
veteran who has attacked the authen-
ticity of hundreds of signatures on wills
and checks, who will painstakingly
point out, in those technical terms al-
ready mentioned, why not a single
hand but separate hands wrote the two
signatures, “R. E. Lee, Genl,” that
appear side by side on the screen.

The Civil War documents are the
last, chronologically, that give much
trouble. Reproductions of twentieth-
century documents seem not to attract
the true believers. None have yet tried
to sell back to the National Archives re-
productions of Richard Nixon’s letter
of resignation, for example. One rea-
son is that most institutions such as the
presidential libraries who make and
sell reproductions of their modern
documents now clearly label them as
facsimiles. Another may be that it is
hard to come up with a plausible ro-
mantic story about the discovery of an

% Stephen Fay, Lewis Chester, and Magnus Linklater, Hoax (New York: Bantam Books, 1972), p.

130.
% Ibid., p. 98.

$S900E 981] BIA §2-90-GZ0Z 18 /woo Alojoeignd-pold-swiid-yewlsiem-pd-awiid,/:sdiy Wwoi) papeojumoc]



38

The American Archivist/ January 79

important document dated within
one’s own lifetime.

‘However, the twentieth century has
seen some superb reproductions of a
few eighteenth and nineteenth-cen-
tury documents. Mary Benjamin dis-
cusses some of these. She expresses a
tempered admiration of a good fac-
simile and the perfectionist who pro-
duced it. “That the latter should get a
rating of ‘Excellence’ for his work and
the honesty of his intentions is a fact
that will not cheer collectors who years
after pay handsome sums for his items
and then learn they do not own genu-
ine originals.”*

A good example of the kind of re-
production she had in mind was pro-
duced in Richmond, Virginia, ten years
before the publication of her book. It
was a facsimile of a brief letter that
Thomas Jefferson on 27 November
1803 wrote to Craven Peyton. (See
Figure 4.)

In this letter Jefferson suggested that
he might pay a debt to Peyton on the
installment plan. This sentiment ap-
pealed to the Morris Plan Bank of Vir-
ginia. In 1936 the bank printed and
distributed to its customers 30,000
copies, with an accompanying letter
that began: “In 1803 Thomas Jeffer-
son needed the Morris Plan.” A year
or two later the bank ordered a second
printing of 17,000. Later there were
several smaller printings.

The Richmond printers, using a line
engraving, made a careful reproduc-
tion, imitating the texture, color, crease
lines, and imperfections, including the
broken edges.

Though the paper appears authen-
tic it has a modern watermark, “Sul-
grade Laid.” Also, the backing of the

single-sheet original letter is repro-
duced separately as an envelope, with
the addressee’s name, address, post-
mark, and presidential frank. This an-
ticipates by about forty years the use in
this country of the separate envelope.
By 1941 one of the facsimiles was
front-page news in the Richmond_
Times-Dispatch under the headlineg
“Letter Found in An Old Chest Be-5 S
lieved Penned by Jefferson.” This re—
sulted, before the truth emerged, 1n-h
two front-page articles, two editorials, S
a photographic illustration of the let—
ter, and 1,500 lines of publicity. The\
newspaper’s switchboard lit up w1th§
106 calls from Virginians having the?
same letter. %
By 1944 Time was reporting “ans
orlgmal Jefferson letter was found last®
week in a Virginia mountain cabin.”2
Meanwhile the owner of the original, ag
resident of Staunton, Virginia, had to3
defend his claim against those who‘é
were convinced that theirs, not his, was>
the true original.
In 1955 the Philadelphia Inquirer waso
reporting the discovery of the letter =
In the same year somebody found xt%
with the usual publicity, in an old desk;;
in Knoxville, Tennessee. In 1961 theug
press services reported that a housem
wife in Vincennes, Indiana, opened a5
book once owned by her grandmothel"’
and there it was. This find made News-5
week, which reproduced the letter ands
. ]
a picture of Jefferson, pen in handy
There have probably been other pub-<
licized findings. There is no reason to”
believe there won’t be others in years
to come.
The original of the letter is now in
the Manuscript Division of the Alder-
man Library at the University of Vir-

eign

¥ Benjamin, Autographs, pp. 183-86.
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ginia. There, also, is Jefferson’s letter-
press copy of the letter, along with a
number of the facsimiles.

The art of reproducing historic
American documents reached its high-
est state in five facsimiles created in re-
cent years by the Graphic Conserva-
tion Department of the R. R. Donnelley
and Sons Company. Fortunately for all
concerned, Donnelley marks its repro-
ductions as facsimiles. The documents
reproduced, always in limited num-
bers and for special purposes, are the
John Dunlap official printing of the
Declaration of Independence, Wash-
ington’s letter of 14 April 1789 to
John Langdon accepting the presi-
dency, Lincoln’s letter about the two
sons who wanted to work, the Everett
copy of the Gettysburg Address, and
one of the first-day copies of General
Order No. 9. )

Finally, the National Archives was
offered some documents which, if ac-
cepted, would have involved a difficult
determination of authenticity. The of-
fer came eventually to me. Following,
in full, was my answer:

Dear Mr.__:

Your letter concerning a possible repos-
itory for certain writings you believe to be
in the handwriting of God has been for-
warded to this office.

What to do? As a good bureaucratic
federal archivist, I was able, by calling
on the provisions of the 1950 Records
Act, to avoid having to determine
whether these writings were gospel,
facsimile, fake, or phony.

The National Archives is the repository
for the permanently valuable records of
the Federal Government only. Documents
such as you have would not, therefore, be
eligible for deposit here.

Thank you for calling these documents
to our attention.

Common Newspaper Reproductions

These descriptions include the tests to
apply to each that distinguish between
an original and a reproduction. These
descriptions are based on issuances that
the Library of Congress Serials Divi-
sion drafted and has used for years to
answer inquiries. They include loca-
tions of known copies of originals. This
last may come in handy for the hard-
core true believers. You can invite them
to journey to the nearest such location
and make their own comparisons.

The Boston News-Letter
24 April 1704

This is the first issue of the first reg-
ularly published American newspaper.
John Campbell, postmaster of Boston,
supplied written newsletters to the
governors of the New England colo-
nies for at least a year before he made
use of the printing press. His weekly
was “Published by Authority,” “Printed
by Blartholomew] Green,” and “Sold
by Nicholas Boone, at his Shop near the
Old Meeting-House.” It was printed
on both sides of a single sheet of fool-
scap size. (Figure 15.)

With as small an edition as this first
News-Letter must have had, it is sur-
prising to find evidence of two type-
settings, but a copy at the Massachu-
setts Historical Society varies from
other known originals in many details
although the type font is the same.
Possibly the type was pied before the
desired number of copies had been
printed, and thus had to be reset.
Among many variances it is enough to
note that in the first printing the first
paragraph of the “Advertisement” at
the end of page 2 in soliciting adver-
tising states that “all persons ... may
have the same Inserted at Reasonable
Rate; from Twelve Pence to Five Shill-
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. 'The Jacobites, he fuys, do all they can to per- Throne of Great Britas will in all probability
» fuade the Nation thot their pretended King isa auempt it; and tho’ hc'ﬂmu!d be perfuaded thet
! Proreftant in bhis Heart, thy’ he d s not declare it the Defign would mifcarry in the clofe, yet he c.an-
while vnder the Power of Fiener; that he Js ace. no: but reap fome Advantage by imbroiling the
quainted with the Miftikss of his Father’s Go~' three Nations, : WS R
“vernment, will goverti &y more according to Law, |  From all this the Authorconcludes it to be the
and endear himfclf to his, Subjeéts. ! ! Intereft of the Nation, to provide for Self defence ;*
"They magnifie the Stréggth of theirowtt Parnty, “and fays, that as_many m already taken the
and the Weaknefs and Divifiopis of the other, in  Alirm, and are furnifhing themfelves with A
. order to facilitate and haften their Undertaking ; and Ammunition, he hopes the Goverament ‘wi
- they argue themfelves out of sheir Fears, and into not only allow it, it encourage’it, ‘ince: the. Wati-;
% ihe higheft affurance of acconmplifhing their purpofe. en ought all to appzaras oo¢ Man inr the Defrl?r, :

<
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Figure 15 American Antiquarian Society

ORIGINAL: The first issue of the first regularly published American newspaper, The Boston News-Letter of
24 April 1704.
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ings, and not to exceed: Who may
agree with Nicholas Boone for the
same ...” whereas the second type-
setting directs them to “agree with
John  Campbel Post-master of
Boston.”

There have been more than ten re-
prints of this paper. Several reprints
are broadsides with additional matter
on margins and back such as: “The
First Steam Railroad Passenger Train
in America,” “First Newspaper ever
Printed in America,” “Authorities or
Proof,” “Antique Curiosities,” “The
First American Flag,” etc. Reprints
are easily distinguished from the orig-
inal, as follows-

1. The title in the original is of well-formed
Roman capitals and lower case letters.
The reprint title is a roughly cut imita-
tion with heavier, uneven letters: e.g.,
the “s” in “News” slants decidedly in-
stead of standing upright.

2. The period after the title is round in the
original and roughly diamond shaped
in the reprints.

3. The original has the catchword “of”
below column two of the first page
against the right margin; this is not
found in the reprints.

4. The line of Gothic type, “Published by
Authority,” under the title in the orig-
inal, has in its final word a 2-shaped let-
ter “r”. This ancient form of the “r”
does not appear in any reprint exam-
ined.

5. The colophon or imprint at the bottom
of page 2 in the original has a length
equal to the width of the type page; in
the reprints this line is shorter.?®

The American Antiquarian Society
has suggested a further test: The orig-
inal has “Defence” as the last word of

the last line of the front page, with the
catchword “of” underneath; the fac-
simile does not have the catchword.?®

Originals have been reported at the
American Antiquarian Society, the
Massachusetts Historical Society, the
New-York Historical Society, and frag-
ments at the Harvard College Library
and the Library of Congress.

The New-England Courant, Boston
11 February 1723

The New-England Courant, No. 80, 11
February 1723, was the first publica-
tion issued under the imprint of Ben-
jamin Franklin. The date line reads
“From Monday February 4. to Monday
February 11. 1723.” The Courant was
established by James Franklin on 7
August 1721 as the third regularly is-
sued newspaper in Boston. In its col-
umns James Franklin gave offense to
the Massachusetts General Court,
which ordered his imprisonment and
the suppression of the paper. To avoid
this censorship, Benjamin Franklin,
who had been his older brother’s ap-
prentice, was released from his inden-
ture and the paper was printed there-
after under his name.

This issue has been reprinted nine
or more times. Several of the reprints
carry the notice, “Fac-Simile of the
first Paper ever issued by Franklin.”
Such reprints were printed in 1856,
1876, 1888, and 1896, and still oth-
ers have no date and no notice.

Reprints differ from the originals in
various details. The text of the original
reads as follows:

Page 1, column 1, line 1: “The late Pub-
lisher of this Paper, finding so many”.

%8 Library of Congress. Reference Department. Serial Division. Information Circular 5 (Revised 1957).

Hereafter cited as LC Information Circular.

29 Joyce Ann Tracy, Curator of Newspapers, American Antiquarian Society, to the author, 17 May

1978.
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Page 1, column 1, last line: “his Face, which
splits it from his Forehead in a”.

Page 1, column 2, last line: “Body of Forces
in readiness to embark on the first No”;
and below this at the right lower corner
is the catchword “tice” to show the be-
ginning of the first line at the top of
page 2.

Copies that do not agree in these
details are reprints.®®
Originals are reported at American

Antiquarian Society, the British Li-

brary, Massachusetts Historical Soci-

ety, and Rutgers University Library.

The New-England Weekly Journal, Bos-
ton
8 April 1728

The New-England Weekly Journal was
established by Samuel Kneeland at
Boston, 20 March 1727. On 3 July of
that year, Timothy Green became as-
sociated with him. The issue of 8 April
1728 (Figure 16), volume “B, Numb.
LV.” has been reprinted. The reprint
is a very close copy of the original, but
the two can be distinguished from each
other by the following points:

1. The original is on rag paper, having as
watermarks a double fleur-de-lis and
parallel chain lines that are alternately
1 inch and 7 inch apart. The reprint is
also on rag paper but lacks the water-
marks.

2. The type of “The New-England” in
the title of the original measures % inch
high, while the same letters in the re-
print measure only 3/, inch high.

Copies of the reprint are rather nu-
merous.?!

Originals are reported at Massachu-
setts Historical Society, Boston Ath-
enaeum, Library of Congress, Boston

Public Library, Clements Library (Uni-
versity of Michigan), and Harvard
University.

Pennsylvania Gazette, Philadelphia
24 December 1728

This issue of this newspaper is
“Numb. 1.” of the second newspaper._
to be published in Philadelphia. Pub-D
lished by Samuel Keimer, the full mleg—
was The Universal Instructor in all Arts.
and Sciences: and Pennsylvania Gazette”.
On 2 October 1729, when Benjaming
Franklin and Hugh Meredith becamez
the publishers, the title was shortenedg
to The Pennsylvania Gazette.

Reprints are on heavy modern ragau
paper showing a ribbed effect agamSB
the light.32 5

The three known copies of the orlg£D
inal issue are in the Historical Soc1etyg
of Pennsylvania, the Library Companyb
of Philadelphia, and the State Histor=

udy/:

ical Society of Wisconsin. °
o

o

The New-Hampshire Gazette, Ports%’
mouth, New Hampshire Y
7 October 1756 g
The New-Hampshire Gazette, With thcg

Freshest Advices Foreign and Domesticks.
Numb. 1, Thursday, 7 October 1756%
was the first newspaper published irg
New Hampshire. It was established b)b
Daniel Fowle, who went to Portsmoutm
after a brief imprisonment in Bostons
where he was charged with printin%
and selling a pamphlet severely criti
cizing some members of the Massachug
setts House of Representatives. 2

The Library of Congress has four
reprints which seem to be from a sin-
gle typesetting, although no two are on
the same quality paper. On 6 October

30 LC Information Circular 9 (Revised 1955).
31 LC Information Circular 10 (Revised 1955).
32 LC Information Circular 14 (Revised 1955).
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D .

‘ ‘Ca'ntsining" the moft Remarkable

Occurrences Eo}cigh & DOHWRICE.‘ .

* Monday April 8. 1728, '

i There are .Meafures concerting for rendring
this Paper yet more univerfally eflcemed,and
ufeful, in which *tis bop'd the Fublick will
be grarifyd, and'by which thofe Gentlemen
who defire 10 be improv’d in Hiflory, Philo-
Sophy, Poetry, & c. will begreasly advantaged.
We will take the._ liberty at this vime.10 in-
Jers 1be foltowing Poffsge of Hiflory,

- 1S nor the urderftanding or poving upen Books
4 thar makes « Man wife or fetvigeable, bit the
kpowing the trus Nitgre of Thiogs. Were

. Prattice fubftivuted in cte room of Speculition,
the ‘good EfiéCls of Koowledge would bécorme as vifible, as

Jomaica . His Excellency ROBERT BUNTER E :
i Gty His Mnﬂ‘fmulk’

C‘a_p:m'_n- Giyurd & Hi

Councik tha 3l of Juoiary, 17276, Ao o

Gemtlennen, F X
AM nox Infenfible of the })iﬁw}ﬂe! which dt ehis
time Atcend the Execution of that Trult with which
the KING bas Honour'd me, nor how unedwal T ard?
ta jt; but fince he has thoughe fittode it T fhall fay no oré
of thar, but do my befi: I chink §am fife and fctiice in
my Intentions, as to Failings or Errors in Judgmene, * your
Seafonable Advice, (ro which T aflure you I fholl eber pag”
ali Duc Regard) may either prevene or relify ehem,
You, Gentlemen, Jie under ‘the fame Obligationd with’
me, to give all’ Artention to the Incereit and Eafe of His
Majefty’s Governmient here,as you are aifo deeply Interefted

they are excellent. An nftance of ghe Trugh of nbsch;’"“ preferving the Peace, and promotiog the rofgm'zy of

is ifluftrated in the following Relacion,
< It is not out of fome Men's Remembrance, thaga
+ Young Gentleman, of no Fortune, a Student of Oxford,
¢ fell in Love with an Inn-keeper's Daughter of that Town,
« wholeCircpmftanceswere very narrow ; he had Philofophy
£ enough to deflpife fupe luous Wealth; and Judgment' to
¢ forefce theNecellity ot a Comperency to Live; but Love
& was head-ftrong, and coo hard for Reafon, fo ehar afeer
¢ a Year or twa's ineff.&ual Delay, they bid Defiance to
« their Stars, and hsd Courage ‘enpugh 4o marry. The
¥ Scholar 2 Wife, and loRt s Fellowlhip, the oniy
* finefl “We Dulure depnded oo, - ¥
* "¢ The Ton-keeper often upbraided . the Bridegroom,with
# the barren-Effclts of his Learning, 3nd thought it Very
« ftrange, as be well mighe, that while every RBudy told
& him his Son-in.Law was a great Scholar, his whole Stotk
& of Knowledge could not help him to one Penny of his
¢ own gettiof, X
- ¢ Sixor Seven Months after this Marriage, the Father-
£ jo-Law dies, miferably paor, and the Credjr, which his
.+ Induftcy smaintaii’d in his Life.time, dying with him, the
¢ Goods be 1.febehind were feiz'd on by his Creditors,and
¢ the Seudent and his young Wife turn'd our of Doors, 4o
& eac the Bread of Providence, where they could fiad it.
° & The Wife had s Relation in Town, unable to contri-
¢ bute any grear Affiltance: She took them however into
¢ a Garrer of her Houfe, where the Man could only watte
¢ his Hours berween Books and Sjghs, while the Parner
& of his Sorrows made hard Shife to pick upa Suppore by’
¢ Knitting Stockings,at a cervain poorPrice for every Pair.
« At lait, by a growing Belly, their Cares at once became
¢ more weighty, and their Patience lefs fortify'd : Their
« goly Subjedt of their Cooverfation now, was their Me.
¢ Jancholy Dread of what would Become of the poor Xolant,
¢ who was 10 be born 2 Beggar. :
< Bur fiting cooflantly together fram Moraing co Nighe,
* the Scholar often fix'd his Eyes with ttedfaft Obfervation
¢ on the Motion ot bis Wife's Fingers, in the dextrous
¢ Managemene of her Ieedles: He rook ix into his Jma.
¢ gindtion, that it was not impeflible o contrive alitdle
¢ Yoom, which might do the Work with much more E3-
« pedjtion.  This Thought he communicated to bis Wile,
©% 30d join'd pis Head to ber [Hands, the End -

Your Cauntsygwhich are far from being I patable;

and whoeve about to feparate ther, even in his Pho'ts,

muft do ic the odious Suppofition of Lawlefs Power
ou the one Hand, or a Spiric of Sedition o the otber.

Mnere are fomie Inftrutions which § 2m Commanded ta
Communicate to you, wrich I Thall do, 0 foon as ¥ou
bive more Leifure, and jhul) Expr&@ and Rely upon Youd
Adyice in fome Mucters of Confiquence to His ﬁa}:ﬁj‘:
Service, and che Intereft of chis Country,

Tt Coumilis Anfwir,

" ‘hay i plenfe your Taselency, - g,
E tbank Your Excelleicy tor thil Your Kiod Declad
ration, and do with the greavet Siocericy Congracu-
late Your Excellency’s fafe Arri€al to this Counery. We
muft gratefdlly Acknowledge His Majefty’s Wifdoth in
His Choice of Your Excellency for our Governour at, chis.
critical Junéture,which neceffurily required a Perion of Your
Excellency’s Abilities & Koown Experience inGovernment.
We return our moft HearcyThanks to your Excellescy foe
the fayourable Sentiments you are pleafed to enterrain of usi
We kope our Conduét has been, and will be. always filch as
muft demonfirate, that we bave no View or Inclination
of running into the Extreams, cither of being Arbicrars
oy the ooe Hand, or of turning Liberty into lmntioufutr&
en the other, } 3
We beg Leave to gffure Your Excellency thar we {lall 1a
the urmoft ot our Power, both by our Advice & Affiftance;
endeavour to promote His Majelty's and the Country's fne
tereft, which We rake to be the only Means of rendei
Your Excellency Eafy and Happy during Your Adiioi-

Rration, o &
lis Excellency's i

Gentlenton, Pl Hearef

Am Exereamly Obliged to you, and gite you myHear!
4 Toaoks for ¢be goedOpinisn youare pleafed to mmu?i
of me, but more for the Kind Affurances you have giver
me of your Advice and Afliftance in the Exccasion the
Fruftrepofed in me. From the Confidence I have in the
pood Effect of thar I Raceer my felf with the Profpeét of
Eafe in my Adminifiration and Gevernditent, and Profj

rity to thafe who are to live uoder ir. :

* ceeded to their Wifh; and thus the ingenious StoeRing-
¢ RLoom, which is fo common now, was firft h;::md.

« which fie did not only make himfelf and bis Family
 happy, bur has lefe his Natjon igdebred to him for 3
* Benefir, which enables them vo expore Silk jngs in

Londom, Ofiober 38, 5
. On Wi Jaft a Pateot pafs'd the Seals, conftirptiog
the Re. H:fm {fh‘ Lord St George, Vice Admiralof the

¢ great Quantities, and to a vaft Advantage, te thefe very
¢ Countrics, from whence before, they us'd to bring
¢ ar confiderable Lofs in\MBﬂm ! d}uir‘l‘nﬁdr.

Figure 16

ghe in the Kingdom of Ireland,

" “Phe Beginning of shis Week Dr. Jobn Friend, and Dr,
A der Steware wese introduced to cheir Majefties, and
had the Honour to kifs cheir Hands on being appoinced
Enyficians in Ordinary to she Quisen, N

43
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ORIGINAL: Often reprinted, the 8 April 1728 issue of The New-England Weekly Journal contains the
hastory of the invention of the “Stocking Loom.”
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1856, The Gazette held a centennial cel-
ebration and reprints of its first issue
were made and distributed from the
original press, which was set up in a
hayrack and operated during the pa-
rade. This reprint was probably copied
by those produced later, since all ex-
amined have the same variances from
the original. One reprint carries below
its imprint this line: “Stereotyped by
H. O. Houghton & Co., Riverside,
Cambridge, 1856.”

A fifth reprint, made from plates
borrowed from the New Hampshire
Historical Society, appears in The New-
England Historical & Genealogical Reg-
wster and Antiquarian Journal, volume
26, April 1872, as an illustration for
“The New-Hampshire Gazette, the Oldest
Newspaper in America,” communi-
cated by Frank W. Miller, Esq. The
separate printing of the same article,
Boston, 1872, also has the reproduc-
tion.

A comparison of the several reprints
in the Library of Congress with a pho-
tostat of the original in the Massachu-
setts Historical Society shows that they
differ in various details. The original
reads as follows:

Title uses a hyphen in “New-Hampshire.”

Page 1, paragraph 4, line 3, “Knowlege”
is spelled without “d.”

Page 1, last line, “Complaint on that
Score.”

Page 2, line 5, “gence, provided they be
sent free from Charge.”

Page 2, column 1, paragraph 4, last line,
“French between 4 & 5000.”

Page 2, column 2, paragraph 6, last line,
“ries eight Guns, besides Swivels, and is
a good Sailer.”

Copies differing from these details are
reprints.

The only known originals are at the
Portsmouth Athenaeum and the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society.

The Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal
12 March 1770

Among the five newspapers pub—
lished in Boston in 1770, The Bostons
Gazette, and Country Journal of 12 March
1770, published by Edes & Gill, (Fi%
ure 17) gave the fullest account of the
Boston Massacre, which had occurreé
on 5 March. Its story was set between
heavy mourning leads and 1llustratea
with a cut of four coffins from a platE
made by Paul Revere.

There were two four-page edltlorﬁ
of the Gazette for 12 March 1770. The
first was accompanied by a supplemen?_i
of the same date carrying advertisin§
the second had pages 1, 2, and 3 iden>
tical with the first, but page 4 carrlea
advertising taken in part from page%l
of the first edition and in part from thé
supplement. To distinguish betwee‘g
these two editions it is only necessary
to note the first item on page 4, cog
umn 1. The first edition has “To thg
New England Man,” and the second
edition, “Just published and sold b‘i

awl

Edes & Gill ... North-American AI%
manack, and Massachusetts Reglste%
for the Year 1770.” R

There are a dozen or more spurious
reprints of the second edition, but the
are not exact facsimiles. The Library
of Congress recommends that the fo2
lowing tests be applied to a copy to dé
termine whether or not it is an origi-
nal:

1. In the caption beneath the title on page
, “freshest” is set with two old-style
letters“ i

33 LC Information Circular 11 (Revised 1957).
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of fup
¢ thotity § every confiderate
Perfon among us was deeply imipreft w
fon af thefe Confeguences when it was known that &
Nuber of Reginfente wore ordered to this Town umilis
fueh » Pretexs,lut in Reality to inforce opprafiive Mea.
fures 3 to awe & controul the legillative a8 well ax exe
cutive Power of the Provines, aod to quali a Spint of
Laberty, which howeser it mzy have been bafely oppas’d
and even sidicul’d by fame, would do Hones to any Age
orCountry. A few Perfons amongR us had desewin'd
10 ufe all their Influence to procure fo dedtrulive a Mea
fute with a View to their fecurely enjoying the Profits of
an Amevican Revenue, and un‘:ppdy both for Britain
and this Country they found Means to effed ie. 2
It is to Governer Bernard, the Commiffioners, theis
Confidents and Coadjutors, that we are indcbted 23 the
Jrecsciog Cenks of ‘s miliory Power in this Capital—
m&-wdo«u ences, as prioted in Mr.
Hoir's York Gazeute, from Time ro Time, afforded many
flriking Inflances of the Diftrefies brought upon the In
babitants by this Meafure ; and fince thofe Journals have
been difcontinued, our Troubles from that Quaster bave

‘umes, may be foon Matter of Enquiry by theReprefen-
lveBody ot thisPeople—aIt » ol o fuppofe thy
when the [aabitanis of this Town faw theicLaws which
had been ensfied for theis Security, and which they

quare, and efked them
pie 2 They anfwere:
! With that eneof {8
k Mz Atwood with a clud, which was
repeated by araher, and being unarmed he wrned
50 o off, and reecived a wound on the left fioulder
which reached he bone and geve Lim much pain
Retsearing afew fieps, Me. Atwood 2t two e ficers
and faid, Gentemen, what is the maties { They H
anlwered, you'll keby and by. lumedistely afer, 8
thofe heroes appeared in the fquare, afking where
were the boogen i where were the cowards? But
notwithffandiog their Rercenels 1o nakedmen, oot of
them adyanced tovards a yonth who bad a fplit of
araw fiave in his kond,and faid damn them beve is
one of them ; butthe young man fecing a perfon
near him with a dewa fword and good cane ready
to fupport birm, hedd vp his tlave in defiance, and
they quietly paffad by him up the little alley by Mr,
Silfby’s to Kingflireer, where they attacked fingle
and unarmed perfos till they raifed moch clamor,
1nd then turned down Corahill fireet, infolting all

4 oo OF
very Mux
foon cxme wnto the
tis Majel

2 tonfderat

the Council Ch
Hanor with a Freedom and W armth bec
fion.  He vied lus vimelt Evdeavon [
queliing that they would let the Matier &
Night, snd promiisg 10 da all b s P Juftice RES
ihenld be dene, and she Law hase s Covrie ; Men of g

ters, bas only ferv'd ta irritate the formei—What paffed at
Mr. Gray's, Rope-walk,kas alrcady been given the Pub
) lic, & may be [aid to have led theWay 10 the laseCatsftro
phe—That the Rope-walk Lads when attscked by fope-
rior Nambers
vit and Succefd in the Club-way, was 1o mortifying,a

perhaps it ma; bm;l‘;vm. 3t even fume of thei

"
05:&!-"’-" ik o\zt-.n-h-u '
ivers Steries weie Soldary,
m-‘::!a—u o the Sub

1

LQ— Spiests

.

*LEE

they met in like manger, and porfuing fome to their tants sttended 1o thefe Suggeftions, and the Regiment %
very daors. Tty o forcy peious, wally ade, [l orcer Arm i rdecd o i Bk, el we
beiog by this means gaihered in Kingfireet, Copt. W 1S T2 Vs Lt ooy Cam PR .
PreRon,with 2 partyof men with charged bayonets, B Pieflun was commitied, a5 were the Soldiers whe fir'd, 3
came from the main guard to the Comniioners B few Houis after i, E
houfe, the foldiers pufbing their bayonets, erying, Tuekday Morning prefented 3 mofl ficcking Sceme
Make way ! They took place by the cuftom-houle, xh-lih.;d of cur Lg:-,\;(i....,’.m i v m:\': ot vho;
and continuing to pufl to drive the people off, Jll SIE Bttt e A e e i .
e K 2 = Miltasy Patade for abour 18 Months paft.
pricked fome in feveral places ; on which they were [ G 501wt silo be track'd wp vo theHesd of 1arg. i
clamorous, and, itis {aid, threw fiow balls. On B Lave, and thicugh divers other Sireet snd Poboer ¥
this, the Capt d them to fire, snd mare At eleven o'clack the inhabitanies mut 3 Fanvel- Bell, By
{now-balls coming, be agsin faid, Damn you, Fire, J 304 afier fome animated fpeeches becoming e vccakion, b
be the confequence what't will | Ope foldier then B theyebofoatommutee of g refprdablelien 1o wwast 4
dired, and s towaman_ vick & cadgel fenck him B P the Lirut, Governer inCouncily to requelt of bum 10 B ¥
over the hands with fucs force that he dropt his [l 11 PUOLIn forhe i mesiats ressl of the bonpre B
firelock ; and rofhicg forvard aimed a blow at the i - g e A R :
ST o 4 2 HAT it s vhe wnimimeus opinion of this meeiing that §Eo ¥
Caprain’s head, which gras'd bis hat and foll prevty B & she inbatuants and fulidiery con v lwger lroe togerber B8 ¢
beavy npon bis armw : However, the foldiers conti in jatety 5 that § can ratnally be expedied to refiore B8 ¥
nued the fire, fvccelfively, 81l 7 or €, or as lowe fay the peaceof thetyrun O prevent furtber bind € carnage, but §i ¥
11 guns were difecharged, the .-.;.',.mr remiwal of the Troops 5 and thel nve there- 5 !
By this fatal trd dead [ Jove maf firvanly proy bis Hunor that bus procer and e~ B8 ¥

yre, three me:
on the fpot, asd two more Qruggling tor life ; but
what (hewed a degree of cruelty unkpown to Eritifh
troops, at leaft fince the hoofe of Hanover has di-

Zuince may be exeried for their ispan: removel.
His Hosor's Reply, which was laid beface the Town
then Adjeure'd to the Old South Meeting. Houle,
was as follows,

&

S,

The dead are ¥r.tamuelGray, killed on the fpot,
the ball entering hishead and beating off a large
pordion of bis fhull,

A molatto man, mmed Crifpus Attucks,who was
bora in Framingheo. bui lately belonged to Rew-
Providence and was bere in order to go for North-
Carolina, aifo kifct inlantly: two balls entering
his breafl, one of them in fpecial goring the right
lobe of the lungs, axd a great part ot the lver
moft borribly,

Mr. James Caldwll, myate of Capt. Morten's vef-
fel, in like manser killed by two balls entering bis
back.

M. Samuel Maverick, a promifing youth of 17
years of age, fon of the widow Maverick, and an

s than Canes, Clubs or Bludgeons. A
g Readers will doubrlefs u::;n 3 circamBlantial Ac
countof the tragical Affair on Monday Night laft 5 but
we hope they will excufo cur being o pasticular a8 we
Qh;-l?.hv! been, had we not feen that the Town
was ingending a» Enguiry X full Reprefentatioo ihereof.

On the Evening of Monday, being the sih Current,
feveral Mmo’uu 29th Regiment were feen parading
the Streets with their drawn Cutlaffes and Bayonets,
m.h’:i wounding Numbers of the Inhabitants.

A

have heen wwnimen ; B redied their operations, vas an attempt to fire v Gentleaen,

Ol ol Btiote & o cnitoes o Repors, N or i wich ucie bayeaues the perfons who ander. B J4M exremety firy for ihe wabapiy difirencs tsturen
that he enter'd Mr. Gray's Rope-wath b Subbach, wnd B8 1004 o remove the {lin acd woonded ! 1w inbadetunts and trespr, appeciatly fir the aetion Yol
when required of by that Genilcman w0 fucn w be could M B iy o 5 of the lofl evening, and | bave exriod mojelf upen tha: B
meet him, the Occabon of bin fo doing, vhe Officer re. . BenjminLeigh. now undertaker in theDel| aceafisn that a dur enguiry may be made, and 1hai the iavw $3
52:' Chat it was vo ook if the Serpeant fud o be mur. il ManofaBory, came op, and after fome converfa- W may bave its courfe. | bane in comncil confubied senth the f

had not been Bud thers ; vhis fobar Sev, was [l tion with Capt, Prefion, relative to_his condud in commanding efficers of the txwn regiments wibe ave in ie §38
o this affair, advited B to draw off his men, with toww, Tiey have ther orders frem the Gensral at Newe- 123
wany Thoeat- B which be complied. York. It is et i my power 16 countermand theje erders.

The Conncil hawe degred that the tews regiments moy be 8
ressoved 1o the Caflle.  Frum tke pariicuiar cencern wbeh Y
the 39th regimens bas bad in year differences, Col. Dai- BN
rympie avbe iy the cimmaniing fcer of the treaps bas §
Aguified thut that ragiment fhuit witi-ut deiay be piaced is
the barrachs at 1he Cafile wnttd be can fend 1o Geoweral
and reciive bis furtber sreers covcermng baih the rozi-
ments, and that ibe main guard fall be removed, end the
vark regiment fo difpefed ond loid muder fuch veflrasnt that
aif secafion of futave difurbonces may be prevented.

The toregoimg Reply having been read and fully con-
fideredthc gueition was put, Whether the Repoit be Bl
1uisfadtory + Palied in the Negative, (only © diffeationt.) B
ont of upeards of 4006 Vater . ’

1t way then moved and voted Jokn Hancock Biy Mr.
Samuel Adums, Mr. Witliam Molinewx, Wiliam Phil. §
Yips, Efgs
Samuel Few

minttes after nine o'clock, four youths,
pamed Fdward Archbald, William Merchant,
Praneis Archbald, and Jobn Leech, jun. came
down Cornbill together, and feperating at Doctor
Losipg’s corner, the two former were pafling
the narrow alley leading to Murray's barrack, in
which was 2 foldier brand fhing a broad fword of
an uncommon fize egainfl the walls, out of which
he firuck fire plentifully. A perfon of &
nancearmed withalar; ¢ cudpel bore hun company.
Edward Archbald admorifbed Mr. Merchant totake
care of the fword, on which the foldier rurned round
and fruck Archbald on the arm, then pufhed at
Merchant and pierced thro® his cloaths infide the
arm clofe 10 the arm-pit and grazed the fkin. Mer-
chant then frock the foldier with a thort fiick he
R had, & the other Ferfon ran to the barrack & bro't
i with him two foldiers, one armed with & pair of
A tongs the other with a fliovel : M with the tongs
purfued arcbhald back thro' the alley, collir'd and
88 1:id him over the head with the tongs.  The voile
B8 boo't peaple togecher, and Jobaticks, & yonng lad,
coming 59, haock'd the fatdier down, but fet him
f pec op again ; sod more lads gathering drove
ack 1o the burrack, whert the boys fuod 1
as it were to keep thew i, Inlefi v # mipute
10 0r 12 of them came aut with deawa catlaffes
snd fer npon theunara
whe aod ther a linde wl

e, but
g the inequaliny of their equiyment difpecied
—On beariag the noile, one Smmuet Arwond,
camz pp 0 foz what was the matter, and enter-

ey from dock.fquare, heacd the lat-

ORIGINAL: The Boston-Gazette, and Countr
page 2. Note the partial view of coffins on the faci

apprentice to Mr.Greenwoed, Ivery-Turner, mor-
tally wounded, & ball went throngh his belly, & was
cut out at hs back : Ile died the next morsing.

A lad named Cluiflopher Monk, about 17 years
of age, an apprentice to Mr, Walker, Shipwright ;
wounded, 2 Lall entered his back aboue g inches
above the left kidney, near the fpine, and was cut Bl nor agreeabie to the
cut of the breaft on the fame fide ; apprehended 8 habitints tne followingV,
i G- FE Tiopar the Lisnd. O aid before the Board

% Tad wisains Yol Clnick . 004 15 YHARE DL The s Hopor ieur. Governor laid before the Boas
ot o oot Nesteedy and s appremicava B Yetecfthe Tows of Boor, pafl s Aficenconyand
Capt.Semvel Howard of thiz town ; wounded, abali | Centlemen of the Cenncily %
catered jat abave his pro'n and came out at his hip, o Tiay efore youaVete cf the Towe of Bolon,which
on the oppofite fide, apprebended he will die. 1 have jull now veceived fiom m, and I oow atk your B

Mr. Edward P4 town, Merchant,Nand- J Advice what you judge nieer dove vpon it
fog at his entry reccived a ball in his acm, [ 7 be Counellthereupen expreficd themielves 10 Ue una.
which (hattered fome cf the bones. Sl g o v i |

Mr. Jobn Green, Taylor, o 1
Lanpe, received a ball jul
in the noder part of his thi

wte 3 laid before
2 of Council reecived trom s

up Lererett’s
ip, and lodged
b, which was exueéted §
Mr. Rotert P a feafaring man, whe was §
the perfoa that had his trowlers {hot through in £
Richardfon's sffair, woonded ; # tall wentthiough
his right arem, and he fulicred great lofi of blaad,
Mr. Patrick Casr, abiour 30 years of age, who
d with Me Field, Lesiner Brecelosamaker in
»  bail eater'd naar bis bip

tom wed 1 the Catly
ve Rt bainy voad,
1 oaveid s the I
o

+ Mesfares were faksn for 1}

and went o
A lad o
Mr. Eddy the W

David Parker, an apprentice to
wright, wounded, a ball en

Bl Town in the Riche by 2 ftrong
B Mecting was Diffetecd

- ™
Y, B d

American Antiquarian Society

y Journal, 12 March 1770, reporting the Boston Massacre,
ng page. ’

sdjy wouy papeojumoc

$S900E 93l) BIA §Z-90-GZ0Z Je /woo Aloyoeignd poid-swd yiewlayem-jpd-awrid)/



46

The American Archivist/ January 79

2. Page 1, column 1, the two-line quota-
tion from Shakespeare has the first line
indented farther than the second.

3. Page 1, column 1, paragraph 1, line 5
ends with “has”.

4. Page 1, column 1, paragraph 2, line 3,
first word is “production,” not “pub-
lication.”

5. Page 1, column 2, paragraph 8 (third
from bottom), line 3 ends with
“Lillie,” instead of carrying last sylla-
ble, “lie,” down to the fourth line
with resulting displacement of “all”
and “&” in the two following lines.

The line-up of the paragraphs on
pages 2 and 3 of all reprints examined
differs greatly from that of the origi-
nal. Some examples follow:

6. Page 2, column 2, last line in original,
“of this horrid Massacre, the Bells were
set a Ringing and”.

7. Page 2, column 3, last line in original,
“Meeting was Dissolved”.

8. Page 3, column 1, paragraph 1, last
line in original, “in the Commander’s
Assurances have happily prevented”.

9. Page 3, column 1, paragraph 2, last
line in original, “the bloody Massacre
of the Monday Evening preceeding!”

10. Page 3, column 1, paragraph 3, last
line in original, “surpass Descrip-
tion” 3¢

Originals are reported at American
Antiquarian Society, Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston Athenaeum,
Boston Public Library, New York Pub-
lic Library, Library of Congress, Har-
vard University, Yale University, New-
York Historical Society, British Li-
brary, Clements Library (University of
Michigan), New York State Library,
Duke University Library, and the His-
torical Society of Pennsylvania.

The Maryland Journal, and the Baltimore
Advertiser
20 August 1773
The Maryland Journal, and the Balti-
more Advertiser of Friday, 20 August
1773, is the first issue, “Vol. I, Numb.
I,” of the first newspaper published
in Baltimore. William Goddard was thé
editor and publisher. It has been ré
printed eight or more times. 8
All reprints have the announcemerit
by William Goddard, “To the Publicg’
filling the first column of the first page,
and the heading, “My Lord,” at the
top of the second column. In the ori§
inal, the Goddard article runs over twe
inches into the second column.?®
Another difference to be noted
that the word Public in the original
set in regular type; in reprints it is @1
italics. Most reprints appear to be cop-
ies of the first reprint, which was net
an exact facsimile of the original 3¢ @
Originals are reported at the Mary-
land Historical Society and the Ame@-
can Antiquarian Society. Q-;

The Massachusetts Spy Or, American Or@
cle of Liberty, Worcester, Massachusetgs
3 May 1775

The Massachusetts Spy Or, Amerch@
Oracle of Liberty of Wednesday, 3 May
1775, is “Vol. V, Numbr. 219.” (Fig>
ure 18.) It was published by Isaiah
Thomas, an outstanding newspaper
editor and publisher of the time, after
his removal from Boston to avoid tHe
British troops. At least one fac51m1§3
has been made. @

The type of the words “Massachu-
setts Spy” in the title is elaborately or-
namented with flourishes which often
cause it to be misread “Massachusetts

Fenppd-o

3 LC Information Circular 4 (Revised 1957).
35 LC Information Circular 7 (Revised 1957).

% R. W. G. Vail, Librarian, American Antiquarian Society, to Joseph Gavit, 17 December 1931.
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SERl e
CLE of Liberty.

s f 10

To the PUS
HE good People of this o

at a Meet.

WORCESTER, WEepNEsDAv. May 5

Capt. David Goodridge, Fitchiureh 3 Mr. Ben-
in Gren, Usbridee : Capt. Samuel Baker,

(Numr. 279,

©her pars of the chaster,
elt fome

Tere we are Jef 10 ox.
© dng ; however, a recual of
s it bet confutation,

ing fome Jlime fince, vord U1 rncourage  Ba Cel. Jonathan Grout, Pererhon: ; Capt. D9 8'gumer
ﬂk’ﬂ!lnlﬁ!fhmmr of a Prnung-fice in this  Jofiah Fav, Ssathlorened; Col. Paul Mendail, ;'e‘;’:‘;vl{: is clavle i exempe us from

Place : InConfequence thereof, Application was
made to me, then in Bofton, to iffus Propofals for
publifhing a weckly Nws-Parer in thisTown,

farduich; Simeon Dye.ght, Fig; Igers 3 Cagt
imothy Newell Starbridee s Mr Hrael Nichols,
Tpeon ¥ apt. James

tie charter, for
Hanly o ~wird) ea

%o be entitled, The WoRcssTER GAzsTTE, or pefetoe ¢ M. Jobe Chikly S0 * comrusiiting e b sl sions oty e tod i
AMERICAN ORACUR of Liserry : This Lac- den; . apt. Samuel Jennelon, Diurlsfi; Mr. John  run /i . Read the harcee, and o o7 -y oot
cordin; i fince that Time, Things have Sherman, G'n‘gﬁm;l\lr.huh Green, Regaliden;  indacaies the contrary, wnlefs profound flence upon
r Face in our diftreffed Capital, Mr. Nathan Wood, Fofininter ; Mr. Jonath o the fubje€t is taken for fuch an indicuti
¢ highly neceflar- that T Baldwin, Tt " Mr. William Bigelow, 4. * What is il worle, this claufe becomes 72l d 7,
ghly impleton e e de 2,
O Mr. Sl Exflerbeot, and defiroys IEIF; for i we are not annecd

Temove my 2 from Bafton to
this Place, and inftcad of publithing
Worces1sr Gazerre, &c. continue the Pub-
lication of the well-known M
SPY, or Trovass BosTon |
cordingly removed my Printing Utenfils 10 this
Place, and efcaped myielf fiom Batton on the
memarable tgth of Aprily 1773, wiich wili be
remembered in future as the Anniverfary of the
‘Bﬂ?TTLE Pof LEXX;‘J(X;TON \l\'ldm.(!ml Pub;
ithing this Py ularly every Wedneflay, an;
h«venﬁade mﬁ:rfwn in t)wy itle, in order to
take in Part of that intend=d for the Gazette.

1 the Affiftance ﬁdl the Friends to our
righteous Caufe to circulate this Paper.— Chey
may rely that the utmoft of my poor Endeavours
h{l be ufed to maintain thofe ights and Peiv’

ich we and eur Fathors buve bind !
that all poffible Care will be taken to p ocsre
the moft interefling and authentic Intifigenc
I am the Public's moft obedient Servant,
ISAIAH THOMAS.
If'm;ﬂ‘r, Mey 2d, 1775 .

rincetswwn 5 (all
inWorceikr 1 ounty) and by many other Gentle-
men in feveral parts of the province.

For the MA_SACHUSETTS SPY.
NUMBSER VL
Tothe INGARITANTS of the MASSACHUSETTS-
Bay.

8 which
F 60 the pupole, unlels the
\p colonies are aunexcd o thereabm, w hach
cafe, ror ever will be, and it
would nog f. licw i
fov are enflaved, thar o -
meeira smu? be © oo A davt from cur f 8t chac-
ter too long 10 e repesied, ref ety in orporation,
is recited Sy cu- auihor ; upoa which he gavely alks
this Gmple queiiion, * Wheiner i ‘o ki ke a dflindt
© independent fiae " may fully acloer ¥
anote- qu. fliog «q.« 1! viz, Is tnere & fivgle
word in 1 1ha T e yoring o 10 the Bri itheme
ire, o

realm we are alicns, and no charcer, grarc, or oUur
an of the crown can nicuralize us, or e X
libertics and immuni
teoging the quetl ocs upon the old favohia
tith fuppofizion deseriorated : It fuppofes, tht within
the rewlm the fubjeét holds all his rights ard T'hertics
of the Kin’, as the ariginal peffiflor ; and vt per
fons out of the realm, n a fuce of nature poficis no
righis andt liberties 28 me .—Ln fore, it fuppofes
Groar-Britam 1o be the grand snd cnly flore houfe of
Freedom, the difpenfor of civil Bieflings, and that no
part of the wide woild can be entiled 10 ary Jiver ice
bus what fhe, o her fpecial gruce acd
pleafed 1o gramt them ; whereas the
s, we weic entitled to all the righis of Eng?if.
men independent of avy chartess o reabms andor H a.
ven, and furcly we mre not e Jets o for Leving them
canfrmed by compact, .

We il wave wht might be offered r fpecting a-
Tiws all giance to the Kung, and she relation that
Walcs, Jerfey, Guernfey and lreland Rand in to tie
realin of Eogland, as they do nos effcét the folu.ion
of our prefent queition,

Moie diforticns, windings and twiflings,werene e
crowded jato fo fmall & compalh asin ike parsgraph
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4 £ has not shis louk, it & we are new confidering.—1'he foilowing is di ’ p
B R0 P 0B L A8 Fesbimmininw bt dtdekoul] Sl )
For mu..snf the Peblication of :uxm":;w Libe Jod G O 1l o2 o Inlad, &rﬁy.w(iuunfev. and fecles there, e is
: N > TS v author the parent Date, that they are i it
TheMASSACHUSETTS SPY, %, i o idince o » fobqees comnex. _but b and L pobiy art. and ol ove b el
&, . I8 10 be withed that thels whe keep csernally o § X inhabi g
American ORACLE of LIBERTY.  Rarring upon our being aascaed tothe Bt reas - picen sulonie do b ot ey oo e e e
N B p.;f».“:omk '3 i e iy I n(n]un:,dnln]l;u:\em:y all the liberes a-d o~
N 8. 0t 0a: the prov fs that anied es —Thereis  immunicies of nawral born futjedts, W il
1. The MassACHUSETTS SPY, or AMERICAN  mone in wature : [ challenge ten o produce soy. 10 o greater privileges u:nlzh,:f?wko -:e’:::r?::xﬁ
Oraceg of Lizirty, tha!l be printed en good "The two next adduced parspraphs from our firft  in the realm : And they can enjoy no cther than we
paper, manufatured in this province, with aneat  chater, we have examiued in o and fourch  dowhen they refice ou: of it. Thanitisvident thas
o ;:.:bcr.-,h a2d have fhewa, the et exatly oo comrel=  his cl;:ﬁ amounts 0 no more than the royal affur. f
" k. G with the nghts we ccnend for, aud the later  ance that we are & par of the Biiufh empire, o
r;ﬂfd‘;:"ﬂm‘_""ﬂ'}.’:; vages, Targe falley of T4, s nely tocorfulent wich, 248 repungnssrio,  tirad bovs fubjadts. and 3¢ foch »L.:T&':q‘:‘y;-';:- 4
T be puttituel .~ 7.3 :.iSD Ay O hpri-.iyk m; ’.fm ;,f our rf:‘:ﬁg a part of te preme power of the g.-.x- Su h & concatenation of 1
o) e i ritith empive and fulyell 10 13 fove eign power—  1deas we never jumbled together bel
:’f&"ﬁ'ﬂ :?ne‘a';lg;::m’ -:-:I-,L_:Ah::lzm: :t:.ht n‘ is therefore wunceelluy to take them u';d inthis  claufe grants ool pe!{on:,F S e 55:."' wi-xl;.;:
. Sul i fer, ar e % ot place, the reaim, and fhould d'inhabit in 1hi
| the firlk opportuity (o fuch 3 are ac agreat- | ne laf recied claufe fom th Vinee roen cime 1 timoy e well s t0 ull thely ChiM-
i ) m{:}luée. e by X ren bor: on the feas, ov,n- 'M":xka' ;u the libers
« . Every (ubleriber to pay Three Shillings ties acd immuyic €5 of free natu-al born ful je@awith-
. and Four Pence, Lawfal Moncy, at the time of in any of the Kirg's cominions 10 all inten sand pur-
; fub . i d P whatfoever, as it they were Lorn within the reals
L e b st of Tuns Moo, The o Brlnd: i g e f 0 s e, s
R it 2 ricus interpr-ter, to all ¢
| price being Six Shiliazs and Eight Pence pr Cume fom England here, would be ki, v You l
, the fame as the Bofton news-p pers. ars an? pu pofey g hacfo-  who sre born within the eafm o! Enplavd, and fall
VI. Advertifements to be inforted in 3 Neat  gie ayif thy were, and cvory of them, within o and inbabit in the Maflachufe.ts colony fhall ha 4
5 E y Hall have
confpicuaus manaer atth: lawett rate, b resim, and enjoy all the liberties and immunia'es thi thife
% SUBSCRIPTIONS are t.ken in by the Pube 4 Ity upon thi: claufe, or a fimilaronein the char- have and g:Joy whoure born witkin the reslm 1 Eng- |
| Yigher in WWerceflery and by the following Gentle=  ter of William and ) hat our patriots have buile  Jand, and fal! go and inhakit in Americs, Asgreat i
men, viz. Capt. Afa Whitesmb, and Dr, Willis - up the fupendous fu FAmerizan indepeadence.”  a foleci{m 9 ever eniered the keed of man. If the 4
Dunfmore, Lancafler 3 Dr.Wiiliam Jennefon, Be it fo : The fouadation were thewe no other would  accidental libertics that thofe perions enjoy, who are 2
am Dunfmore, i naefon, d n Wore thi roul e pe joy, who 2 t
i
Mendon ; Jedediah Fofler, Kfq; Brocificld 5 ol. fufain the bus Itis imgofiole t undermineic  only born within the realm and remove fo forvign
. Syt g or explain e parts, are t0 me.fure and point out ours, how fhall we
{ﬁ"‘":" %1 Soploorts. Fucker, Charl- O (7} fve alrcady, faps our wrirer, fewn thathe  ever know them Ts Ietind, Guersfey, the Eaftand «
3 S e et il M7, fuppofcion of our being excmpred frum the suthority  We R-Indias, or Turkey, to decide the ucttion and -
m‘“""} i, Sk Jomua Henfhaw, nd Mec J. of Fartiamen, iv pregnans with the grofit ablurde  dekin the rights of all America : For ol bora in ¢
Leicefler 3 Mr. s 3 W gies " No mortal excepring himfclf hias ever been - Eagland have gone to, and enjoy diffcrent libertics in 4
-

John Maton, Hitin; Copt. Uac S Oet-
; Mr, Levi Brigham, No ; Capt.

~ Stephen Maynard, Wethorasgh ; Hon, Artcmas

Ward,Shretwfbury, Dr. JohnLaylor, Lunenburgh;

ble to fee Iho“ﬁn::‘"dhuxd We have feen what f:ﬁl
empty pretenfions amounted 10 i & pait paper, and 1o
vbazm abfurcities were in;nubp;g-—":_.n us
pow, fays he, conficer this claufe in councxion with

:

s s fivy s ¥

l"’&‘ﬁ?(‘h vy e/

all thele places : And, according 10 our Logicisn, if
it Gk e ok A b ol o e
born in England enjoy in a0y of thofe dominiont, e-
ven if it be in Turkey, we are catiled 10 no more.

A ,4;*";,7.,}_,, ez,
B o o
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Figure 18 American Antiquarian Society

ORIGINAL: This copy of the Massachusetts Spy for 3 May 1775 bears the note, “This News-paper is the first
Thing ever printed in Worcester.—Isaiah Thomas.” It is not the first issue of the paper which had previously been

printed in Boston.
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Sun.” Above the title are the words,
“Americans!—Liberty or Death!—Join
or Die!”

The Library of Congress has the first
two pages of an original of this issue
printed on rag paper showing the usual
parallel chain line watermarks an inch
apart. A facsimile reproduction is
readily distinguished from the original
by the absence of the chain lines. The
lower margin of the first page of the
reprint bears the notation, “This News-
paper is the first Thing ever printed in
Worcester—Isaiah Thomas.” This in-
scription shows that the reproduction
was made from the original in the
American Antiquarian Society at
Worcester, since that copy bears
Thomas’s note. Possibly the facsimile
was made in 1876.%7

Originals are reported at American
Antiquarian Society, Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston Public Li-
brary, Library of Congress, State His-
torical Society of Wisconsin, Worcester
Public Library, New York Public Li-
brary, Harvard University, University
of Chicago, and the Western Reserve
Historical Society.

The New-York Morning Post
7 November 1783
The issue of The New-York Morning
Post of 7 November 1783, “Vol. 111,
Numb. 155,” (Figure 19) containing
Washington’s farewell to the Army,
has been reprinted several times. Re-
prints differ from the original in nu-
merous respects. The following details
are sufficient to distinguish the origi-
nals from the reprints:
1. The rules immediately above and below
the date line in the original have breaks
near the right-hand end.

2. The index hand at the left of the
printer’s notice in the heading of the
original is small and in outline; that in
the reprints shows the closed fingers.

3. In the fourth column of page 1, Samuel
Loudon’s “To the Public” is divided
into six paragraphs in the original; re-
prints have five paragraphs only

4. On page 3 of the original, Generalo
Washington’s Farewel Orders to the=
Armies of the United States” fills col-2
umn 1 and all but three lines of column&.
2; in reprints it continues some 2 %3
inches into column 38.38
Originals are reported at the Ameri-S

can Antiquarian Society and the Brit-

ish Library.

Ny w

Gazette of the United States, New York
2 May 1789

The issue of the Gazette of the Umtedﬂ
States bearing the date line, “From;
Wednesday, April 29, to Saturday, May2.
2, 1789,” (Figure 20) has an accountcl?s
of Washington’s first inauguration onﬂ
Thursday, 30 April 1789. For this rea—
son it has been reprinted several times. U

The Library of Congress has an8
original of this issue and three dlffer—~<
ent reprints. The original is on rag pa-
per showing chain line watermarks one,,
inch apart. The reprints are:

91em-ipd-awid//:s

Gcoc e

1. A true facsimile but on wood pulp pa-7"
per.
2. A reprint on poor paper having on page©
1:
a. in center, a portralt of Washington; ¢
b. on right margin,“Gen. Geo. Wash-
ington’s Inauguration, Our Flrsto
President, 1789”; A
c. below title, “Copyright by Back
Number Budd, 1280 Broadway,
N.Y.”
3. Another, probably from the same plates
as no. 2, but without the copyright no-

¢-90-
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37 LC Information Circular 8 (Revised 1957).
38 LC Information Circular 13 (Revised 1955).
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Figure 19
ORIGINAL: The New-York Morning Post, 7 November 1783, page 3, reporting Washington’s farewell to the
Army.
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48K o the FOLITICAL STATE
4ARETOHY AMERICA.
o )
9 © NUMBER UL
A ¢ h msﬁ £ a domeftic nature, to
# s of &
6§%mmmmmw ppy fitua.
i ‘be placed thofe ill-judged, inspo tic com- |
%lﬁmt,md fpeclations in this coun-
% ¢onfequent npon the peace, and none L{:hp
oy be med more cigus to us, our
i8¢ Tmportations of Britifh lixuries, while we
gn e prohibited to pay for them in any faples of
¥ ut country ; and Little elfe than fpecic, which we
© #oft wanted at bow;:,:‘:; m&mf
curn ; For thou, <€) 0 r
?-( ;“m in the Blrﬂ sf’myrﬁ?u agood freight,
o2 cite, febam  variety of caufes, was foon foun
¢

chicfly compofed of mil parviows, who may,
| with propiety, be faid to be 1, the' perba
not a0 oruadous imitstors slghein 1LLUSTRIOUS
PREDEC ESSGR.
Agri arts, mani es, and induftry, |

arebromifing prefig;-ef ure greamefs ; but

if théfe are not attainable, uea ﬁg‘d adher-
ence to that fimplicity of rs, which is faid to
have characterifed t! and virtuous patri-

ots 6f Greeceand Rome,

the eredit’ of apy other nation on'd
burthened with taxes . which her
3 Creat

»
furious, in many ivitances, de : o
it ?e:- lasgely concerned in it—to which
<2 difcouragement, arifing from the high duties
% by the Britifh goverment, and tx:x: exorbi-
il coprmbiffion charged by their merchants, may
R s sticie: terewhile the narrow

importance of a free, well ‘rigulated, and extenfive
commsrcs, which upon the accurate and pro-
“ ah, it

2 of its
fluence, and effects, will dif
chiefly gives vigor, life,

us k¢ -
ex, what atthis day,
energy to the huf-

, throngh whichit conld be § d in-

v i“,'r‘;’ii’;!,‘m {t»"cr held our a fufficient induce-
wentto vhe adveuturer, Qther evils which we
1 xve experienced may be fiid to'have arofe from
4o Ticentius stiuns of liberty, which the early
Ticy of the day wmight ave given rife to, as it
imcld not have been prudent to inform the people
¢hey were contendingonly for a change of rulers—

. bt ablolute freedow, without reftraint, was held
Yoot us the palm of victory : Thus the publick at
Y g were 'led to_confound the ideas of natural
‘5 d political, of tivil liberty—and by experience

bandman, manufacturer, and laborer ;
4and fromighence modern ftages principally derive
the neceffacy refources for the fuppart of gavern-
ment : In the folemn, natigpal deliberations, up-
on this deep, this wide, thig immeafurable fubject,
it will probably b found neceflary, with our po-
litical, to unite the beft commercial kaowledge,
and experience, thatcan be colledtéd in America.

“ Ef laudatiflimud, qui per fe-cnéta ridebit

4 Sed Jaudandus et 1s; qui paret yefta monent
‘The prefent exhuncdih%f our public and pri-

vate finances, and the confeguent want of means

held up as our great exes , 1 fear we may
Bnever % to fee the; in America. %
€3x an queftion of za- | or difgy 2 y Br
to be taken in | tisnal revenue s agitaring W and councils of | fwarming and evidendly takis :
ation of our To- nation, it will be fonndnece! to recur to | merce of every other ..s..;,.ﬁnu ”

every probable fource, and §p. concrive so give all | rope, Afis, djrics, and cven in Americs 3. apen
ﬁxe 3 flicie to cach ; lizing the trade in the few fés

is will iy lead to : ionof the

frrian Flanders, Secvet); F.u.m‘
every lucrative bnnhy the French .':'.S.—u-
larly their African trade ; draining P
her Colonies in the ealt and wett
bur little 1o boaft of all thofe p: d
Peruvian harvefts drawn from the ¢
bofom of her prolific earth ; pri
her commercial intercourfe with
cher nation ; and wilcly jeatous and
;hg exclufive pofle h.ol:x‘ of all the |
rom the trade with her own colopies.  ~
1"11“.;, ébe mu;}/g::i of Britain, maingains the
ight and glory ing confidered, wed sckvew.
:d‘héqm A'-gmxg of the world. ~Yer fuch

with induftry, and their wonted activi en.
e rine, foun to oy sk danrtof indnat x‘m
5 ar is well known that

+ ¢ ly,could be taught the efiential difference. The “ S e oy st
.V 2 oty i abave referred to, cartied into the | %0, {SFPLY the exigencien, ape lopport U SEEE
| inciples of taxarion, may be viewed us another | s Bl & 0 ERIIRGES NI T U Sal | branches of their
7 ground of our misfortunes, a8 government with- § gec,y of trade maz doubtles be confidered one of
i ding for folong atime,in the early ftage of the § 30 principal caufes, as alfg of the ruifious migra-
+ i, to raife any vevenue by taxes, the communi- | Gon’ofour citizens from ti fea ports into the re-
were led to fuppofe all imp ofthe ior co dgveninto the Britifiy, and
nd as not arifing from neceffity, and'to anfiver | ;" oreign domsinions. )

*© e;xingmwt;‘ of mw;cuf, butas the uhitm")"
¥ ) eir rulers, for their own power an:
% E i am.v*m‘ng
- the price of our liberty, were almoft induced to
_Ynagaith ani object fo dear in its purchafe,
The fioods of unfunded paper money, ifloed as
Tabfticute fortaxation,gave every opportanity to
& knavifh and ill-minded partof the community,
« cheat and defraud theirneiglbours, and all un-
« o the Inx:du‘m of :z;lkmn s of Legiflative au-
thority ; ahd evenrually a greater of thisideal
n.cm&l\mk vmnhl:&yiu the hm%‘::f thofe who
were beft able to bear it—and without any profpect
o redrefs : But during its currency, many people
d:ferred calling for thofe dues which they knew
+ o way of juftly obtaining ; butafter the channels
of jutice seere once ore opened writliont any bar-
vier, thofe of this clafs, fome frof motives of re-
¢ ntment, and others from real necefliry, almoft
aiverfully commenced their fuits for thofe bal-
nices, which were by this time grown more bur-
tuenfome by an accamulated intereft ; and per-
+ hups the effels of.chofe habits upon our future in-
:‘v:orrfe with e;ah “iher’ whi;h were impreﬁi;:
by a long ronverfance in large fums, may nol
:Lccd:‘nong {tinjuri o ﬁ‘vm

French merchangs pave ‘m.di:;%em‘ ate
| *mug’m ey Eﬁm roa Pamsied |
theém with

ge fums of moncy uponthe very ad-
vamtageous terms of giving all the profits of that
trade to the merchants, with the of the mone;
without intereft, and fiftaining all the lofs of un-
fuccefsful voyages, yet their filzery never fucceed-
ed, until A i principally from the State of
Maflachufetts, were induced by the very great en-

ffered by th in Dunkirk,
and the want of employ at home, to cnter into
their fervice, fince which, the Freach government
has prohibited the free importadon of whale oil
from foreign dominions. The Englith owe alfo-
their fu,ccdi iu the whale fithery chielly to Ameri-
cans; for norwi the anenfe bounties
peid by the Bricifh govi e for its

“ the of theee or fouk per cent. will
carry the trade of the world.” E, €

NEW-YORK:

i -
PROGEEDINGS of CONGRESS.
I the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of s °

. UNITED STATES. . .

Tuespay, alth Arxir, 1789,

DEBATE upon the IMPOST on MOLASSES

N continued. y :
Mr. Mapisow, after an exordium, obferved, This
duty, it s faid, will operate againita beneficiul

branth of commerce, carried on with our alties; -

bur what was the ftate of fudts previous ro the re. |
volytion ! This trade fupported itfelt, noswich.
ftanding the article ofmﬁpﬂ'ts wasthen fabject to
a duty, and foreign rum was imported duty free
Now, there is a heavy duty on xum, and yet shis
article, it is contended can nat bear & tax—if the

& rum wss ina itbi d

3

ed Aweicans, who are alfo very well pai
greatly eucouraged intheir fervice. .
Theé deftructive influence of a declining coin-
merce acs like a ene, which unleG timel;
che cked will foon fpread over the whole body,an
become incurable : Every lover of his country
be

ment,they could never fucceed until they emg):)u
and

* the ufe o;;plper e 1 ve:itnn to rank them
2mong the greateft, asfixed habits are not readil;
r2moved, and.a c:m;dn aflociation of ideas vn'ﬁ

¥ 4 4

will folicitous to find out fome fpeedy
remedy for this alanming evil: There are no pofi-
ble cd.-quu; _(ui/lmm f:r the lofi o_f: commerce l Our

them has ceafed to exitk. o
- AMERICANUS.
(To be continged. ;

$ @ COMMERGE.

. Hurther extrafls from the * AMERICAN ESSAYS.’
:" ;« w:)l'ﬂl‘ per tot difiriming rerun
MULTIFARIOUS haves been the fpecches and
*  publications upon the now vifionary h:nu ofa
i znxpdmdnﬁ ecopawny,and republicanvirtue, Asiva-
'u.f‘ pictures lll‘n't w}le:e are the ariginals ! Pain-
iththe diluvian

-veck 1. And only ferve to throw a- tancho
gloom over all fature profpects. :}:iﬁm'
and habits of mankind,are perperuslly changing,
and ghemfa:x«hade all rational hopes of fog:
ecﬁ,:_ntl;c vors 10 apply the moft approved
resand manners of ancient times to the pre-

Vine,

#

Mo

kgt is pre-
fume not to dictate or direct, it is a fubjed that
will require the deepeft deliberations and re-
fearches of the wifelt and. moft expericnced men
in Awerica fully to comprebend : It probably be-
£ 1o one mau exi o pofficfs o/l the qua-
lifications requifite to trace the courfe of American
through all intricate and
yet uwncroden paths ; awd to point out thofe, and
onlythofe, that thall lead the United States to ‘f;}-
sure glory and profperi Tam fanguine in the
et s o ey b
come a great, commercial, and floari '“ﬁnlunn 3
but ifin purfuit of the means, We fho unfor-
tugately gmh)e again on wafunded paper money, or
any fimilar {pecies of fraud, we _afluredly give
a fatal fab to_our nacional credit in its infancy,
and blafk the fuccefs of the beft concerted. plans :
Palliatives at beft ave poor pitiful expedients, and
never to be ed, but in the moft defperate, or
incurable caufes.  Paper mansy will inyariably ope-
rate in the body poliric, as fpiritous liquors on the
hnln:n ngw;ld which often uce & monem;z
relief; or gi ¥, the effells of a delisivm ;
while they -.m.i’u’;’g. the brai f and lull the fen-
fes, they prey upon the vitals, and wltimately def
trop the conflitution : * But while a nation can pre-
“ ferve its credit at home, and abroad, there are
“ no difficulties to be deemed infurmountable.’”

~
4

Figure 20

fibility of payment, and which would annihilate

¢ Loaded withan enormons debt beyond the pof- |

icn kr;.dmm&m- dmy,‘mfdnh‘} inflax of
oreign fhirits, it appeans abfurd to fuppefe,
ihilare the trade. .

that the propofed di will annil

Dltre oo ity va rom, he

States, yet the is not ed; and if this
uty is afle on molafles, it is evi fromthefé

facts that the importation wﬂi.m diminithed.

Itis a
onife—afmah;‘r’md,immdmdxm
that a gieat proportion is confumed the
States—and where molafles is not ufed, it 3s more:
zm,bdmud by Sugar—as thac pays.a higher
ity. i »
Icyhubeeu faid, that this dury will be burthen-
:‘;‘mic,-gx:m oblige the merchants.to encreafe
r capitals—but this objeciion applies to other.
branches, and muft be fubmitied to, or wo wuk .
relinquith ‘:ﬁ“ﬂ of a revenue, The complaint

ot
as fbrmidable, Mr, Madifon was oppofed to the
M:Rig;ne mentioned, an excifeac the diftill head,
at prefeat. :

There was, he obferved, an excife already npon
States ; but molafics, he believed, was

rum in

free if adary was now laid the lawer,
he had no doubt 6f an encreafe inthe fale of rum.
Should this article be firuck cut of the ,
it would be 5 the i 1t of thrg

of people 1o the inceveit of the diftillers.

This dury will not bear harder on the eaftern
than other exadtions will on the foyihern States—
ke was therefore againft a diminution of the fix .
cents, or [trnj&;r:m the article,

h this Houfe was mow deliberating was Yhe

nion he had formed, and from the evidencs he

Library of Congress
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ORIGINAL: The Gazette of the United States, 2 May 1789, containing account of George Washington’s

first inauguration.
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tice, having on left margin of the first
page, “For Sale at Back Number Budd’s,
1280 Broadway, M.A. Burr’s, 74 Allan
Street, and all Newsdealers.”

4. Areprint not in the Library of Congress
is reported to be found in the Chicago
Daily Times of April 30, 1889.3°

Originals are reported at Duke Uni-
versity, Ohio Historical Society, Jersey

City Public Library, Library of Con-

gress, Princeton University, Philadel-

phia Free Library, Dartmouth Univer-
sity, Rutgers University, and the

Connecticut Historical Society.

Ulster County Gazette
4 January 1800

The Ulster County Gazette was estab-
lished 5 May 1798, at Kingston, New
York, by Samuel Freer and Son. It was
a weekly, supporting the Federalist
Party. Publication continued until
1803, when the title was changed to
Ulster Gazette and the publisher was
Samuel S. Freer, the “Son” of the ear-
lier partnership.

Reproductions of the issue for 4 Jan-
uary 1800 (Figure 2) are well known
to librarians and dealers in old books
through the great number of reprints
that are scattered over every part of
the country. There are probably more
than a hundred or more such repro-
ductions, often differing from each
other only in minor details. Almost
every private owner of one of these
honestly believes that he has an origi-
nal copy.

The reproduction of the issue of 4
January 1800 began during the first
half of the nineteenth century, prob-
ably as early as 1825. These early re-
prints were made in smaller numbers
and, as regards the paper and type
used, represent a somewhat more
careful imitation of a newspaper

printed in 1800 than do those of later
years. The Centennial Exposition of
1876 in Philadelphia saw the begin-
ning of the wholesale output of the re-
prints. At least one printing firm had
a regular contract for supplying them
and they were sold on the Exposition
grounds by the armful as historical
souvenirs. In 1877, a centennial ex-
position at Kingston, New York, of-
fered a similar opportunity. Since then,
various enterprising individuals have
continued to flood the market with
cheap and poor reproductions. Most
of the reprints from 1876 to date are
in clear, modern type and are on ma-
chine-made paper, calendared, thin,
and brittle.

It was not until November 1930 that
the first original copy was found. This
is now in the Library of Congress. An-
other original is now in the American
Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts. These are the only originals
known.

Owners of copies should apply the
following tests:

1. It should be printed on the “laid” pa-
per used in 1800, hand-made from
rags, soft, pliable, and rough in tex-
ture.

2. Besides the slender parallel chain lines
which appear throughout, 1 ¥4 to 1 ¥4
inches apart, this paper should have as
a watermark a double fleur-de-lis mea-
suring 3 '8 by 1 ¥ inches.

3. Title in italic capitals should measure
6 6 inches in length.

4. The abbreviations “VOL.” and
NUM.” in the date line should be
printed in capitals and small capitals.

5. Print should show the blurred edges of
hand-inked, hand-press work.

6. Second column on page 1 should
measure 2 “/;¢ inches in width between
rules.

39 LC Information Circular 6 (Revised 1957).
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7. The old-style “s” should appear fre-
quently as in the words “Published”
and “Ulster” in the heading, and in
the words “President,” “House,”
“Representatives,” and many more in
the text.

8. The last line of page 1, column 1,
should read “liberal execution of the
treaty of amity,”.

9. One full-length mourning slug should
appear on page 1, column 2; two full-
length and five short slugs on page 2;
and two full-length slugs on page 3.

10. Mourning rules should be used be-
tween columns and across top and
bottom and along outer edge of pages
2 and 3.

11. The “Last Notice” on page 3, col-
umn 2, concerns “the estate of Johan-
nis Jansen” and should be signed by
“Johannis T. Jansen, Executor.”?

The American Antiquarian Society
suggests a single, conclusive test. Un-
less the first line of the fourth column
of page 1 reads, “command the town,
and not withstanding”, it is not an
original.

The Sun, New York
3 September 1833

The Sun, New York, of Tuesday, 3
September 1833, is the first issue,
“Number 1,” of that newspaper. It
was published daily by Benj. H. Day,
printer, and has been reprinted by
later publishers on various anniversa-
ries: 3 September 1853, 1883, 27 Feb-
ruary to 7 March 1931, 2 September
1933, and others. Some of the reprints
bear notices to that effect, but others
are without such notice. All reprints,
however, appear to have numerous
variations from the original.

The text of the original reads as fol-
lows:

Page 1, column 1, last line of the masthead
has “Three Dollars” capitalized.

Page 1, column 1, second advertisement,
line 2, “steamboats” plural.

Page 1, column 1, second advertisement,
line 7, “Captains” plural.

Page 1, column 1, third advertisement, line
5, “Catharine” not “Catherine”.

Page 1, column 1, third advertisement, line2
10, “hour” singular.

Page 1, column 1, fourth advertisement,
line 2, “master” lower case.

Page 1, column 1, fourth advertisement,
line 4, “captain” lower case.

Page 1, column 1, fifth advertisement, lme
2, “Tallahassee” not “Tallahasse”.

Page 1, column 1, sixth advertisement, line
1, “packet ship” not “Packet ship”.

Page 1, column 2, next to last line, “trible
the sum” not “treble the sum”.

Page 1, column 3, second article, line 2
misspelled “charriot”.

Page 2, column 1, paragraph 3, line 2/
“almshouse” lower case.

Page 3, column 3, third advertisement, “J.:
Bleeker & Sons” not “J. Bleecker &
Sons”.

apeojumoq

dy//:sdpy wioyy p

-awil

58)jqnd-po.d- GLU!Jd >1JELUJ81€N\—;pd

The reprints differ from the original®
in some if not all of these details.*! S

Originals are reported at Alabama3
Department of Archives and History,i
Los Angeles Public Library, Bancroft,\)
Library, Yale University Library, Hun—'\)
tington (L.I.) Historical Library, Ne—g
braska State Historical Society, and:2

Newark Public Library.

Public Ledger, Philadelphia
25 March 1836

Volume 1, number 1 of the Public
Ledger, Philadelphia, for Friday morn-
ing, 25 March 1836, has been re-
printed. The original is on rag paper
and is distinguished from the reprints
by certain details in the cut of a loco-

$S900E 98} BIA
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motive which appears twice on page 1
and once on page 3. In the original the
front of the locomotive forms a vertical
line with the front of the smokestack;
the rear wheel is larger than the front
wheel; and the bell-like top on the back
of the locomotive has two slanting lines
projecting from its base toward the
rear. The following reprints have been
identified:

1873. This edition, printed on thin white
rag paper, shows a man standing on the
rear platform of the locomotive, and the
wheels of the locomotive are of the same
size.

1876. This edition, distributed at the
U.S. Centennial Exposition, is the same as
that of 1873, except that it is printed on a
slightly heavier grade of paper which has
shown a tendency to deteriorate.

1886. Except for being on newspaper
(sulphide) stock, this reprint is the same as
the two earlier ones.

1906. The regular edition of the Public
Ledger of 25 March 1906 mentions a re-
print of this date issued as a supplement
and gives its dimensions as 9 X 13 %
inches. (The dimensions of the original are
10 %4 x 14 3% inches.)

1926. This Sesquicentennial Edition is
printed on newspaper stock and does not
show a man on the locomotive platform. In
addition, an asterisk appears at the bottom
of the last column of the last page.

1936. This is identical with the above ex-
cept that it bears two asterisks.

A reduced facsimile appeared in the
Public Ledger Almanac, 1889.

The Library of Congress also has a
most unusual copy of volume 1, num-
ber 1, dated Thursday morning, 24
March 1836. Its contents vary from
those of the 25 March issue only on
page 2, column 4, and page 3, columns

2, 3, and 4. 1t seems to be an advance
number of which only a few copies
were printed.*?

Originals are found at many librar-
ies.

The Sun, Baltimore, Maryland
17 May 1837

The Sun, Baltimore, of Wednesday,
17 May 1837, is the first issue, “Vol.
I, No. I” of that newspaper. It was
published by A. S. Abell & Co.

The original and the reprints are
readily distinguished from each other
by the paragraphs at the bottom of the
second and third columns on page
one. In the original they are as follows:

The last paragraph in the second column
begins “The Public Hotels in New York
...” The last paragraph in third column
begins “The Mayor of New York . ..”

In the reprints these two paragraphs
are both in the third column, “The
Public Hotels in New York” being at
the bottom; and the last paragraph in
the second column begins “Itis thought
that the Proclamation of the President.
...” One of the reprints also bears
the word “Facsimile,” but usually
they are without this label.*?

Originals are reported at Historical
Society of Delaware, Boston Public Li-
brary, Maryland Historical Society, and
Historical Society of Harford County,
Maryland.

The Chattanooga Daily Rebel
9 August 1862
This issue of The Chattanooga Daily
Rebel is known to have been reprinted.
No original copy has been located.
The Library of Congress has two
different reprints, one entitled The

42 LC Information Circular 15 (Revised 1965).
43 LC Information Circular 16 (Revised 1957).
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Daily Rebel; the other The Rebel. They
measure 10 % by 17 inches in size, but
vary somewhat in the arrangement of
the text, although both copies carry
the same general news.

The Library’s earliest original copy
is that of 10 September 1862, volume
1, number 37. It is entitled The Chat-
tanooga Daily Rebel and was published
by Franc. M. Paul. This issue consists
of one sheet (two pages) and measures
16 %2 by 21 7% in size. This issue is pub-
lished on rag paper, while the reprints
are on a poor grade of wood pulp pa-
per.*

The Daily Citizen, Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi
Wallpaper Editions

The Daily Citizen (Figures 21 and 22)
was edited and published at Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, by J. M. Swords.
Like several other newspapers of the
Civil War period, its stock of newsprint
paper became exhausted and the pub-
lisher resorted to the use of wallpaper.
On this substitute he printed the fol-
lowing known issues: 16, 18, 20, 27,
30 June and 2 July 1863. Each was a
single sheet, four columns wide,
printed on the back of the wallpaper.

On 4 July, Vicksburg surrendered,
the publisher fled, and the Union
forces found the type of the Citizen still
standing. They replaced two-thirds of
the last column with other matter al-
ready in type, added the note quoted
below, and started to print a new edi-
tion. Evidently, after a few copies (how
many is not known) had been run off,
it was noticed that the masthead title
was misspelled as “CTIIZEN.” The
error was corrected, although other ty-

pographical errors were allowed to
stand, and the rest of the edition
printed.

NOTE
JULY 4, 1863

Two days bring about great changes, The
banner of the Union floats over Vicksburé
Gen. Grant has “caught the rabbit;” }&
has dined in Vicksburg, and he did brmg
his dinner with him. The “Citizen” lives
to see it. For the last time it appears on

“Wall-paper.” No more will it eulogize th%
luxury of mule-meat and fricassed kltten——-—
urge Southern warriors to such diet nevef:
more. This is the last wall-paper editiom,
and is, excepting this note, from the typé
as we found them. It will be valuable herg
after as a curiosity.

The prophecy contained in the no@
has been fulfilled. The original copies
are treasured, and there have been
over thirty reprints of this issue. Thg
genuine originals can be distinguished
by the following tests:

1gnd-

Single type page, 9 % inches in width b&
16 % inches in length.

Column 1, line 1, title, THE DAILY CI”I?OI
IZEN, or THE DAILY CTIIZEN in capt
itals, not capitals and lowercase, or capi‘i

tals and small capitals. g
Column 1, line 2, “J.M. Swords, A
Proprietor.” Notice the comma (or im¥®

- 3 N

perfect dot) and six periods. ©
Column 1, last line, reads: “them as they
would the portals of hell itself”. §

Column 3, line 1, reads: “Yankee News
From All Points”.

Column 4, line 1, reads: “tremity of the
city. These will be defended”.

Column 4, paragraph 3, line 7, first word
is misspelled “Secossion”.

Column 4, article 2, line 2, word 4 is spelled
“whisttle”.

S820

4 LC Information Circular 2 (1957).
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Column 4, last article before Note, final
word is printed with the quotation mark
misplaced, ‘dead’ instead of dead”.

Column 4, Note, line 1, comma following
the word “changes” rather than a pe-
riod.*

Originals are reported at the Library
of Congress, the Minnesota Historical
Society, the University of Indiana, and
in a private collection.

The New York Herald
15 April 1865

The New York Herald of Saturday, 15
April 1865, carried a good account of
the assassination of President Abra-
ham Lincoln; for this reason it has
been reprinted many times.

President Lincoln was shot at 9:30
p.m., Friday, 14 April 1865, while
seated in a box at Ford’s Theater. At
about the same time, Secretary of State
Seward, one of Seward’s sons, and a
servant were knifed by an assassin who
invaded their home. Lincoln was re-
moved to a house across the street
where he died at 7:22 a.m. Saturday
morning.

News of the attacks reached the New
York Herald by telegraph in time to
make the first edition. Several other
editions were issued during the day,
reporting later developments, Lin-
coln’s death, and the inauguration of
Vice President Andrew Johnson as
President.

The several original editions, six col-
umns wide and printed on rag paper,
can be distinguished by variations in
the arrangement of textual material
and captions, especially on page 1.
Four editions have been identified;
they are categorized by the time of the

latest news bulletin contained, as fol-
lows:

2:00 A.M. Regular edition. 8 pages. A
one-sentence “Two o'clock a.m.”
bulletin appears just above the
caption “Press Despatches” in
the third column and “The State
Capital” appears near the top of
the fourth column of the first
page.

3:00 A.Mm. Special edition. 8 pages. The
first, second, and third columns
on page 1 are same as the 2:00
A.M. edition. In the fourth column
the caption “The State Capital”
has been replaced by “The Latest
News” and contains a sub-head-
ing, “Secretary Stanton to General
Dix, War Department, Washing-
ton, April 15—3:00 a.m.” “The
State Capital” has been moved to
the sixth column.

10:00 a.M. Special edition. 4 pages, the
inside ones being identical to pages
4, 5, and 8 of the 2:00 a.m. and
3:00 a.M. editions, and so num-
bered. The fifth column of the
first page is headed “Postscript
... Death of the President.” This
is the first edition with heavy col-
umn lines, which are limited to a
portion of the fifth column.

2:00 p.M. Inauguration Edition. 8
pages, pages 2 through 7 being
the same as the 2:00 A.m. and 3:00
A.M. editions. All columns on the
first page have heavy lines; cap-
tions in the fifth column under
“Postscript” same as 10:00 a.wm.
Special Edition, with the addition
of a reward notice. The caption
“The Rebels” has slipped from
the fifth column to the sixth col-
umn, displacing other items. The
eighth page has been significantly
changed by the addition of a bold-
faced caption “Extra” in the sec-
ond column and “Inauguration of

5 LC Information Circular 3 (Revised 1967).
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Figure 21 Library of Congress
ORIGINAL: The Daily Citizen (Vicksburg, Mississippi), wallpaper edition. This is the issue on 4 July 1863 (see
bottom of column 4). Note the wallpaper pattern showing through the text. On facing page is a reproduction of the
verso, showing the wallpaper on which the issue was printed.
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. Johnson” in the fourth col-
umn. Inexplicably the date “Fri-
day, April 14, 1865,” appears in
the running head on page 8 of
this edition.

A 10:00 A.m. “Reward Edition” and a 3:30
p.M. “Special Edition” have also
been reported.

Most of the issues of the New York
Herald for 15 April 1865, now treas-
ured as originals, are in fact reprints.
They are usually printed on wood
pulp paper rather dark in color and of
poor quality. Few are facsimiles of an
original edition and nearly all are re-
prints with extensive rearrangement

of text. Most have heavy column lines
and consist of two or four unnum-
bered pages. Some of the reprints have
a portrait of President Lincoln, with-
out beard, on the front page; many in-
clude large advertisements on the in-
side pages for such items as Kitchell’s
Liniment, Smith’s Buchu Lythia Pills,
Dr. Archambault’s Paris Vital Sparkg
or Grain-O Coffee.

A few of the reprints include tegt
reproduced from the 2:00 a.m. Regt-
lar Edition, but most purport to be an
8:10 A.M. “Mourning Edition,” the
existence of the original of which his
never been proved.*¢

EOU
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46 LC Information Circular 12 (Interim, revised 1972).





