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The continued unavailability of the annual index for Volume 44 (1981) has caused
a two-month delay in printing and mailing this issue. We now expect to print the
1981 index in the final issue of 1982, along with, but not combined with, the index
to Volume 45 (1982)—THE EDITOR
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The Forum

TO THE EDITOR:

I DIDN'T HEAR Leonard Rapport's "No
Grandfather Clause: Reappraising Acces-
sioned Records," at the 1980 SAA conven-
tion, as I was attending a different session,
so I'm glad that it was published in the
Spring 1981 AA. I thoroughly agree with
him. My archival career of eight years is
much shorter than his, but in that time I
have seen more than one example of rec-
ords that should never have been acces-
sioned in the first place, or at the very
least were no longer worth keeping. If I
have a specific suggestion to make, it is
that records deemed no longer worth
keeping be publicly advertised as such for
a specific period of time before they are
disposed of, not only to allow for protests
and last-minute research, but also to allow
any other archival depositories, institu-
tions, or individuals who want them to
offer to take them. Perhaps this method
of disposal, which could also be used for
unneeded multiple copies of retained rec-
ords, would require a change of law; if so,
let us advocate that change.

THOMAS H. GRAF

National Archives and Records Service

I WANT TO EXPRESS my gratitude imme-
diately for . . . the "Professional Reading"
column in the American Archivist. This will
be the answer to an archivist's prayer for
a means of being aware of really current
professional literature in a variety of jour-
nals and other sources. It is a very
thoughtful move on your part to institute

this current service and retain the more
complete bibliography that will be valuable
over time as well. Many, many thanks.

(CATHERINE EMERSON
University Archivist

University of Massachusetts Library
Amherst

. . . THE DECISION OF THE EDITORIAL
BOARD to reduce the "International Scene,"
by eliminating publication of article sum-
maries from foreign archival periodicals,
leaves us sadly bereft of what had been,
until now, an excellent means of describ-
ing developing work in archival science in
Brazil

MARIA AMELIA GOMES LEITE
Associdfao dos Arquivistas Brasileiros

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
(Translated by Robert W. Storm,

National archives and Records Service)

THE EDITORIAL in June's American History
Illustrated supporting renewed funding for
the National Historical Publications and
Records Commission should be of interest
to those of us indebted to the work of this
federal agency. It shows that the "popu-
lar" historical press can be an important
ally to the professional/academic press in
causes of mutual concern. Further coop-
eration between popular and professional/
academic publications can only result in
greater successes in the area of historic
preservation. We should not overlook this
opportunity in the future.

PATRICK J. MCGINNIS
Austin, Texas
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