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The other common element to the appendixes are the case studies that 
are presented as excerpts of extended interviews. Contributors include Greg 
Jansen, Carol Kussmann, Tim Marconi, Sibyl Schaefer, Jamie Schumacher, Jill 
Sexton, Lynne Thomas, and Meg Tuomala. Module 12 offers two views of digital 
preservation programs from the perspective of the Rockefeller Center Archives 
and the University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill. Module 13 spotlights three 
perspectives on digital preservation storage strategies with accounts from the 
University of California at San Diego Library and Chronopolis, the University 
of Minnesota Libraries, and the Northern Illinois University Libraries. It would 
have been interesting to hear as well from a truly small repository and/or a lone 
arranger who is having success with digital preservation.

Module 12 provides an additional two appendixes pertaining to metadata: 
one explains preservation metadata, its necessity, and potential tools, and the 
other provides examples of metadata schemas. As with the rest of this volume, 
the authors offer a concise and accessible explanation of metadata necessary for 
digital preservation; however, I would suggest to the editors of this series that 
this is an area ripe for its own thematic volume and set of modules.

While not as deep a dive into practical day-to-day digital preservation tasks 
and activities as, say, Adrian Brown’s Practical Digital Preservation: A How-to Guide 
for Organizations of Any Size (ALA Neal-Schuman, 2013), this volume lives up to 
its title Digital Preservation Essentials, and it should be an essential reference on 
every archivist’s and archival repository’s shelf. So pick it up, read it, and find 
your point to start!

© Daniel W. Noonan
The Ohio State University

Notes

1 Digital Preservation Tool Grid, http://digitalpowrr.niu.edu/tool-grid.

<15>City of Remembering: A History of Genealogy in New 
Orleans

By Susan Tucker. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2016. 228 pp. Hardcover. 
$35.00. ISBN 978-1-4968-0621-5.

Family history, often viewed under the guise of genealogy in the United 
States, plays an important role in preserving identity as an enduring cultural 
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practice. The interest in finding and locating this history has resulted, in many 
cases, in the long-term preservation of both manuscripts and public records and 
still ensures their heavy use today. Many repositories survive due to the interest 
of and visits by genealogists, and, while archivists may appreciate their role in 
increasing use numbers for monthly statistics, they may not necessarily think 
deeply about the deeper cultural and psychological meaning of genealogical 
practice.

Individual exploration of family background and heritage has always played 
an important role in American culture, given that so many citizens arrived from 
elsewhere. Representing the sheer variety of American citizenry, the ways in 
which family researchers use records in their totality provides a unique oppor-
tunity to scrutinize how class, gender, and race intersect in archives. Nowhere 
is this interest in genealogy better represented than in the city of New Orleans 
(hereafter referred to as “NOLA”) and in a new publication by archivist Susan 
Tucker, City of Remembering: A History of Genealogy in New Orleans. Tucker, a long-
time resident of NOLA, former curator for the Newcomb Archives (Tulane 
University), and coeditor of the The Scrapbook in American Life (with Katherine 
Ott and Patricia P. Buckler), has long been interested in the gendered creation, 
collection, and preservation of archives and family history materials. In City of 
Remembering, Tucker explores multiple avenues emanating from the idea that 
“genealogy in the United States concerns the beauty of hope as well as the sad-
ness within migration” (p. 9) and how these facets of genealogy are illustrated 
in the archival record. She analyzes how the passion for genealogy through gen-
erations of families intersects with both family and public history. This makes 
for interesting and thoughtful reading, interspersed with nuggets of archival 
wisdom.

While some archivists may find the practice of genealogy of little interest 
due to its individualized focus, Tucker follows the intriguing development of 
how records that lend themselves to genealogical research are kept and pre-
served, and for what reasons. She describes fascinating methodologies of both 
preserving and using records for genealogical research, the impact of technology 
on the use of these records in the seventeenth through the twenty-first centu-
ries, and how these records represent the cultural habits of both Americans and 
New Orleanians. But, while she examines these fundamental themes, Tucker 
also focuses on the experiences of specific individuals who, with their interest 
in family research and the historical record, provide representative examples 
for the development of these processes. She expands beyond traditional con-
cepts of genealogy by examining family documents and objects as particularly 
female ways of remembering identity and family.

As she traces the overall development of records preservation, Tucker 
explores the national development of the process of family research and how 

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://prim

e-pdf-w
aterm

ark.prim
e-prod.pubfactory.com

/ at 2025-07-01 via free access



478

The American Archivist  Vol. 80, No. 2  Fall/Winter 2017

aarc-80-02-09  Page 478  PDF Created: 2017-12-08: 1:53:PM Tailed in Article: AP#<15>

Reviews

this specifically impacted NOLA’s local experiences. American interest in trac-
ing family genealogies led directly to specific records chosen and kept in both 
public and private archives, and she observes how often these records can shape 
our identities. In several chapters, she shares the experiences of specific families 
and individuals from their multiple perspectives, such as a Creole, a woman, an 
immigrant from Europe, a free person of color, and those who were enslaved. 
These experiences illustrate the extraordinary diversity of those residing in 
NOLA and the variety of ways that humans document themselves, as well as 
how much of the past can be lost through the passage of time and carelessness. 
Tucker is clear to point out that because so little has been left of the past, what 
remains gains importance through the years, serving families as talismans and 
a way to connect with ancestors. In addition, American genealogists both “create 
new materials and make new records,” thereby combining past and present 
in a “collective memory” for families and communities (p. 131). Tucker places 
NOLA in the context of its earliest history of saving records and discusses how 
that development mirrored the preservation of records in the newly formed 
United States. The Catholic Church was particularly important because of its 
attention to the records of births, marriages, and burials, and notarial archives 
created records related to civil law. Such records document activities connected 
with buying land, borrowing money, making wills, prenuptial agreements, part-
nerships and corporations, building contracts, large purchases of supplies, and 
appointing agents. Prior to the Civil War, these records documented (somewhat) 
the purchase, sale, and emancipation of the enslaved. In addition to these offi-
cial records, Tucker notes the documentation created by women in the form of 
samplers and hand-decorated family registers.

Tucker analyzes the schism in the history profession, prevalent even today, 
which regards family history with disfavor. She discusses the dual development 
of repositories for public records and historical manuscripts and the donation 
of family histories as core collections in these institutions. Tucker addresses 
many of the negative perceptions connected with genealogy, such as class elit-
ism as defined around male ancestors, in many cases honoring the Confederacy. 
Genealogy has also come to be considered the primary domain of women, often 
perceived as being consumed by the specifics of family history. She describes 
the cultural impact of past events and the curation of records we take for 
granted as archives professionals, such as the Works Progress Administration’s 
transcription of records in the 1930s, the Civil Rights movement, the nation’s 
bicentennial, the burgeoning growth of interest in genealogy based on the TV 
phenomenon of Roots, and the Church of Latter Day Saints volunteers micro-
filming records during the latter half of the twentieth century. American cit-
izens from every background began to consider the documentation of their 
families’ journeys, both the ideal and the reality, as a real part of American 
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history. Tucker observes that “family history does challenge practitioners to 
think of what it means to be both an individual and part of a larger group, part 
of a family as well as a nation” (p. 50).

After this helpful overview of what some would call the “American obses-
sion,” Tucker then probes more deeply into the public genealogies of NOLA’s 
ethnic identities. Because of its status as a polyglot city, race and ancestry play a 
special role in NOLA’s family histories. Tucker notes some of the special charac-
teristics of NOLA’s past by discussing the experiences of the city’s Creoles. She 
examines early family histories, which neglected race and family genealogies 
in the written record, but acknowledged them in private. Was “genealogy too 
dangerous to write about, but too much of a part of everyday life to avoid alto-
gether?” (p. 60). As time has gone on, this shared cultural and racial heritage 
illustrated by a growing access to archival records, has become more appreci-
ated and accepted.

In the remaining chapters, Tucker delves into the uniqueness of the 
records kept by families, whether private or public. She spends a good deal 
of the volume focusing on the ephemera of family life—although ephemeral, 
these objects can be tangible connections to the past. She considers the value 
of artifacts handed down (such as family Bibles), as well as those created by 
family members to capture their memories (such as art and portrait family 
trees, family registers, created and manufactured scrapbooks), which in so 
many ways demonstrate the fragmented nature of family knowledge for 
those of us who receive it.

Tucker’s specialty is analyzing the creation and role of records based on 
gender, and her final chapter discusses conducting research on free individ-
uals of color and the enslaved, focusing on women and power. Using Marie 
Laveau as her starting point, she focuses on women as intuitive memory 
keepers of the papers, photographs, objects, and oral traditions of their fam-
ilies. She explores the role of primitive art and women artists, tracing mater-
nal lines and names through family trees. Tucker finishes by discussing the 
records continuum and its relationship to the practice of genealogy as a way 
to connect with the past while engaging our modern perceptions and applying 
modern techniques.

Readers can likely bring few criticisms to bear on this book. The only one 
I can make is that I found myself wanting more of Tucker’s concepts and ideas. 
Though you cannot have everything when exploring such complex issues, I 
wanted more about NOLA neighborhoods, more about the class structures within 
the NOLA region, and more about the complex intersectional issues related to 
gender, race, and identities. The University Press of Mississippi deserves credit 
for publishing this book as it should be published: in hardcover with high-quality 
images and paper, making it a pleasure to turn every page and see what’s next. 
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The book also includes in-depth notes for those wanting to do more research. 
Overall, Tucker’s work provides a grounding in the passion and process of gene-
alogical research as a gendered practice in American culture, with a focus on 
NOLA and its specific circumstances. It would behoove all archivists to develop a 
better sense of where we fit into the historical records continuum while under-
standing and appreciating those who keep their families’ histories.

© Tanya Zanish-Belcher
Wake Forest University

<16>Rogue Archives: Digital Cultural Memory and Media 
Fandom

By Abigail De Kosnik. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 2016. x, 430 pp. Hardcover and 
EPUB. Hardcover $45.00, EPUB, $32.00. Hardcover ISBN 978-0-262-03466-1; EPUB 

ISBN 978-0-262-33675-8.

One of the most exciting trends in archives today is the realization that the 
histories of marginalized or overlooked subcultures are, in fact, worth 

remembering. This trend provides a wonderful opportunity for archivists to 
exponentially expand the richness of the overall cultural record, by working 
proactively to capture, preserve, and make available documentation generated 
by these subcultures. We have begun in earnest to break free from the tradi-
tional model of documenting elites and notable figures or institutions at the 
expense of hitherto ignored or fringe voices. Institutions and individual archi-
vists alike are working to capture and document the histories of racial and 
ethnic minorities, women, LGBTs, the poor, and other groups less traditionally 
connected to the center. It can be a daunting task, especially when combined 
with the added hurdle that so much evidence produced today is born digital, 
therefore inherently unstable and liable to erasure from the record.

All the more wondrous, then, that in many case it is nonarchivists, or 
self-taught archivists, who have taken up this difficult yet culturally vital task. 
University of California, Berkeley, media studies professor Abigail De Kosnik 
tells the story of one such endeavor, underway for years by that most devoted 
and intense group of people—media fans. Her deeply researched and impas-
sioned study, Rogue Archives: Digital Cultural Memory and Media Fandom, examines 
how disparate groups of media fans (that is, fans of particular films and televi-
sion shows) have been coming together to preserve their own creative and cul-
tural record in the face of many obstacles, including disinterest by professional 
archivists, the transition from print to digitally based creative expression, and 
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